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Part II: Regionalism 

Chapter 5: Identity and Epigraphic Consciousness 

This chapter examines the epigraphic habit amongst the Britons in the Roman and early 

medieval periods. The argument is arranged into two sections: the first examines the Roman 

period inscriptions, elucidating the lengths to which civitas communities expressed a sense of 

regional identity through inscriptions. This articulation of regional identity is furthermore 

compared to other strategies utilised for displaying civitas identity, such as the use of mosaic 

styles amongst the villa dwellers and the role of urban centres. The second section then 

examines the early medieval inscriptions of western and northern Britain. The raising of 

inscribed monuments in the post-Roman period was primarily a method through which the 

deceased were commemorated. However, the second section will further argue that these 

monuments were also a strategy used to secure elite dominance over the landscape through 

the creation of dynastic and territorial identities, some of which were based, in part, on 

identities transferred from the Roman period. It will then go on to suggest that the spread of 

Christianity and the expansion of the epigraphic habit beyond the former Roman limes in the 

fifth and sixth centuries resulted in the transformation and expansion of the concept of 

citizenship and the creation of a new Britishness in the early middle ages. 

Approaches 

The epigraphic record provides one of the most important sources for understanding concepts 

and expressions of individual and group identity in Roman and late antique Britain. Two data 

sets exist for studying this phenomenon: the Roman inscriptions of Britain;1 and the inscribed 

                                                           
1 RIB, vols. I and III: Inscriptions on Stone. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































