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Synopsis

This research examines some of the religious practices, attitudes and beliefs of
adolescent Christians, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs in Walsall in the West Midlands.

Chapter one poses the questions: ‘What is the importance of religion among teenagers In
Walsall? To what extent is it likely to influence teenagers’ attitudes?. The second
chapter sets the research in its historical and sociological context by giving an account of
Asian immigration into Britain and in particular to Walsall. It includes a description of
where the South Asian British people live and worship in the borough. The next chapter
sets out the way that the research has been undertaken and it provides details of the
methodology and sample, whilst chapter four sets the scene by giving an overview of a
range of religious practices of all the adolescents who took part in the research.

Chapters five to nine are an examination of how the religious beliefs of the Christian,
Hindu, Muslim and Sikh adolescents influence their attitudes to their inner lif:, to
relationships and spirituality, to morality, to the world of the adolescents, and to the
public world.

In chapters ten and eleven the profiles of the adolescents are compared and contrasted:
firstly, in the light of religion; and secondly in the light of ethnicity. Following this, In
chapter twelve, the focus changes to a smaller group of adolescents, namely those who
are practising their faith. The practices and attitudes of the Christians, Hindus, Muslims
and Sikhs adolescents are compared and contrasted with special regard to religious
experiences, to beliefs, and to their own religious community.

The final chapter, reflecting on the similarities and differences between the profiles of the
adolescents tn the four religious groups, highlights the importance of religion for
understanding attitudes and suggest ways in which this may have implications for the
churches and other religious bodies, for health education and the provision of heaith
services, for the youth service and schools, for crime prevention and the police, for
politicians (both loca! and national), and for those concerned with work and enterprise.
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1.0.0.0. THE NATURE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF RELIGION IN WALSALL

In this chapter a description is given of the questions underlying this ptece of research and the

approach which has been adopted in order to answer them.

.0.0. Introduction
0.0. Religion and attitudes
0.0. Other religious traditions

Contents: N
2.
3.
4.0.0. Ethnicity and attitudes
5.
B.

0.0. The attitudes of adolescents who practise their faith
0.0. Summary and implications

1
1
1
1
1
1
1.1.0.0. Introduction

This thesis is a study of the nature and significance of religion among adolescents in the
Metropolitan Borough of Walsall. Most research into ethnic minority communities in Britain
has been undertaken on the basis of their ethnicity (Knott, 1952b: 4) and has viewed religion
as an expression of ethnicity (Knott, 1992b: 13). Whiist it is undoubtedly true that ethnicity is
an important factor in understanding a group, it is not the only one (Knott, 1986: 53) and if it is
not balanced by research into other aspects, such as religion, then important insights may be

missed (Stopes-Roe and Cochrane, 1990: 12; Bhachu, 1991a: 410; Knott, 1992a: 25).

As elsewhere in Britain, only a minority of people in Walsall today are practising Christians,
although the majority have been brought up in a culture which has been deeply influenced by
the Christian faith. This influence can be seen in the church buildings and chapels located in
every part of the Borough, in the many people who still expect to have a religious funeral
service, and in the civic lite of the town with its annual mayoral service and the prayers which
are still said at the beginning of Council meetings. The widely pervasive influence of

Christianity provides the backdrop against which this study has been undertaken.
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In recent decades significant number of adherents to religions other than Christianity have
moved into Walsall. Many Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, most of whose families originated in
the Indian subcontinent, now live in the Borough and they have brought with them their
religious beliefs, traditions and practices. Their presence can be seen in the mandirs,
mosques and gurdwaras which have been and are still being built, by the crowds of Musiims
going to the mosques for Friday prayers, and by the Sikh and Hindu processions which
sometimes take place through the town. Religion still appears to be at the heart of many of

these South Asian communities in Walsall.

None of these religions is practised in isolation. The adolescents from each of the different
faith communities (as well as those who now profess no religion) meet each other at school
and to a certain extent at leisure. They participate in Religious Education lessons together
and are expected to learn about each others faith. This has produced a melting pot where
different religious ideas and beliefs are discussed and debated. There is already a
considerable body of research into the religion of the ethnic minorities in Britain, such as
James (1974), Saifullah-Khan (1974), Ghuman (1975, 1980, 1994 and 1999), Jackson (1976
and 1981), Jeffery (1976), Watson (1977), the Commission for Racial Equality (1978), Ally
(1979), Kalra (1980), Singh (1980 and 1992), Bhachu (1981), Bowen (1981 and 1988),
Kanitkar and Jackson (1982), Johnson (1985), Barton (1986), Anwar (1985, 1994a and
1994b), Cole (1985 and 1989), Knott (1986, 1992a, 1994 and 2000), Robinson (1986),
Burghart (1987), Nielsen (1987a, 1987b and 1988), Robinson and Jackson (1987), Drury
(1988 and 1996), Shaw (1988), Wilkinson (1988), Badham (1989), Mizra (1989), Inglehart
(1990), Stopes-Roe and Cochrane (1990), Law (1991), Nesbitt (1991, 1994, 1995 and 1997),
Kalsi (1992), Barot (1993), Jackson and Nesbitt (1993), Raza (1993), Tatla (1993b), Ballard
(1994a), Lewis (1994b and 1996), Modocd, Beishon and Virdee (1894), Joly (1955), Vertovec

(1996 and 1998) and Modocd et a/ (19397).
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As well as a large number of individual scholars, three centres in particular have produced
research on the importance of religion as an important key in understanding ethnic minornities:
The Centre for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations in Selly Oak, Birmingham,
The Centre for Research in Ethnic Relations at the University of Warwick and The
Community Religions Project in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at the

University of Leeds (Knott, 1984 and 1988).

However, hardly any research has been undertaken into the religious practices and beliefs in
the Borough of Walsall, apart from Fetcher's Hindus in Walsall (1980), Walsall Counci! for
Community Relations’ Sikhs in Walsall (1980) and Huggett's Different Faiths: a challenge to
the church in Walsall (1991). Assumptions may have been made, but many basic questions
have never been posed and their answers evaluated. For example, how many of the
teenagers in Walsall believe in God”? How many pray? What proportion of the adolescents
attend worship on a regular basis? Have any of them had a religious experience? What do
they think about religions other than their own” To answer these questions the first part of this

research sets out to collect and analyse data about the teenagers in order to describe some of

their religious practices and beliefs.

1.2.0.0. Religion and attitudes

The core of :his research seeks to discover if these religious beliefs have any influence on the
attitudes that the teenagers held and if so, to what extent. If it is possible to gain a fuller
understanding of how attitudes are formed and influenced, it might make a significant
contribution to a wide range of important issues, such as education, drug and aicohol use,

health education, and work and employment.

In recent decades some academics have argued that religion in the Western world has very
ittle bearing on attitudes, If indeed any influence at all. This may be partly because some

sociologists and social thecrists have been Influenced by a theory of secuiarisation which



originated in the thinking of Weber (1965) and which was developed by a number of scholars
such as Wilson (1966; 1976), Berger (1969), Martin (1969; 1978), Acquaviva (1979), Lechner
(1991; 1996), Tschannen (1991) and Bruce (1996). Put simply, this theory has posited that In
a post-enlightenment world, in which scientific methods of analysis are thought to provide the
keys for understanding the world and human behaviour, the practice and infiuence of religion
is gradually and inexorably declining. While this theory has not been without its critics (see,
for example, Bell, 1980: 328 - 332), nevertheless it has been broadly accepted within many
academic circles. Although the decline in church attendance of Christians in the United
Kingdom over the past century is well documented and is not in dispute (Currie, Gilbert and
Horsley, 1977; Gill, 1983; Brierley, 2000; Graff and Need, 2000: 123), it is not clear that there

is a decline in all forms of religion in the West; nor is it clear whether any decline is linear or

part of a cyclical pattern.

There are three main factors which have raised questions about the theory of secularisation.
First, the growth of what are often called New Age beliefs and practices in the western worid
(Gill, 1999: 79). Secondly, the persistence of relatively high levels of religious belief and
practice in the United States of America, which arguably is the country most influenced by
post-modernism and which does not seem to fit with the theory (Stark and Bainbridge, 1985:

1 - 3; 1987: 279 - 313). Thirdly, a number of commentators have noted the world-wide
resurgence of religion in the closing decades of the twentieth century, which appears to be not
just a rise of fundamentalism among minority groups but a growth of what might be described

as ‘main stream religion’ (Hammond, 1985; Newbigin, 1989 212 - 213, Huntington, 19586: 95 -

101)

These, and other factors, have led some scholars to focus on the relative strength and
persistence of religion in the modern world (Greeley, 1972; Stark and lannaccone, 1994,
Verwel}, Ester and Nauta, 1597), wnilst other scholars have re-examined the data and put

forward alternative explanations. For example, some suggest that religion in the United
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Kingdom is not disappearing but rather changing and evolving. Davie (1994), for example
commenting on the European Values Study, pointed out that the materal tends to be
clustered into two groups, ‘On the one hand, those concerned with feelings, experience and
the more numinous religions beliefs; on the other, those which measure religious orthodoxy,
ritual participation and institutional attachment. It is, moreover, the latter (the more orthodox
indicators of religious attachment) which display, most obviously, an undeniable degree of
secularisation throughout Western Europe. In contrast, the former (the less institutional

indicators) reveal a considerable persistence in some aspects of religious life’ (Davie, 1994;

12).

Allied to theories of secularisation has been the widespread assumption that religion has little
or no effect on attitudes or behaviour. Gill (1999 32 - 34) traced the origin cf this assumption
back to research undertaken by Mass-Observation and published in 1947 under the title
Puzzled People, to Gorer's Exploring £nglish Character (1955) and to some of the early
Gallup Polls, which were used by Wilson (1966). However, Gill 1s critical of the definitions of
churchgoing use by the Puzzled People and the way that Gorer confused empirical and moral
statements which may have ‘blurred moral differences between churchgoers and

nonchurchgoers’ (1999: 38).

Gill claimed that many theologians and scciologists have worked on the assumption that
being a member of a congregation which meets for worship has ‘little (beneficial) moral effect
upon churchgoers’ (1999: 2), that ‘a review of literature within the sociology of religion over
the last few decades does seem to confirm a widespread conviction that the beliefs and
behaviour cf churchgoers are little different from those of nonchurchgoers’ (1999. 31) and
that ‘churchgoing Is seldom thought to te an activity that has an appreciable effect upon
moral/social attitudes or tehaviour (1999: 31). Gill questicned the way that some scholars
have interpreted the data and also pointed out that other pclls, such as the 1954 BBC survey

(BBC, 1955) and the 1564 ABC Television survey (ABC, 1565), shcwed a clear correlation
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between churchgoing and attitudes (Gill 1999: 38 - 40). This has been backed up by an

European Values Systems Study Group survey (Abrams, Gerard and Timms, 1985: 50 - 82),

Francis (1982) and Francis and Kay (1995). Incidentally, a correlation has alsc been

established in research undertaken by Bouma and Dixon (1986) in Austraiia.

Gill also examined data from the British Household Panel Surveys and the British Social
Attitudes Surveys and concluded ‘The mass of new data shows that churchgoers are indeed
distinctive in their attitudes and behaviour. Some of their attitudes do change over time,
especially on issues such as sexuality, and there are obvious moral disagreements between
different groups of churchgoers in a number of areas. Nevertheless, there are broad patterns
of Christian beliefs, teleology and altruism which distinguish churchgeers as a whole from
nonchurchgoers. It has been seen that churchgoers have, in addition to their distinctive
theistic and christocentric beliefs, a strong sense of moral order and concern for other people.
They are, for example, more likely than others to be involved In voluntary service and to see
overseas charitable giving as important. They are more hesitant about euthanasia and capital
punishment and more concerned about the family and civic order than other people. None of
these differences is absolute. The values, virtues, moral attitudes and behaviour of
churchgoers are shared by other people as weil. The distinctiveness of churchgoers is real but
relative’ (Gill, 1999: 197). These conclusions are backed up by the research which was

undertaken by Roberts and Sachdev (1996: 107 and 110).

Bringing together these pieces of research has brought into question the notion that religion
has little or no influence on attitudes or anything else. Indeed, cne American doctor has gone
a stage further and has researched the effect of religion on physical and mental health. He
has claimed to have found a correlation (Koenig, 1997, 93-93). Putting all this evidence
together was sufficlent to justify a stuay to ascertain to what extent Christianity might

Infiluence adolescents in Walsall and in particular how it might infiuence their attitudes and

values.
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1.3.0.0. Other religious traditions

Although Gill and others have argued that there is a relationship between churchgoing among

Christians and attitudes, it was decided to broaden the scope of research and to explore if

there was also a connection between religious practice and attitudes among adherents of

other faiths in Waisall as well as among Christians. A small amount of research has already
been undertaken in this area, which points to a link. Heath, Taylor and Toka (1993:. 58),
drawing on material from the British Social Attitude surveys which contrasted Protestant,
Roman Catholic and ‘other religion’, observed "'The position one takes on these [personal and
moral] issues depends on religiosity, not on denomination or, more surprisingly perhaps, on
nationality’. Interestingly, there is also evidence that research based on religious categories
may reveal other significant insights, not just about attitudes. For example, Robinson and

Flintoff (1982: 251 - 258) and Modood et al (1997: 113 - 114) found a relationship between

religion and wage levels.

Although there was not a great deal of existing research related to this topic, there was
sufficient evidence linking religious practices, beliefs and attitudes to justify a study and that,
as well as Christian teenagers, the relation between Hindu, Muslim and Sikh adolescents’
religious beliefs and attitudes should be explored. In addition there were two other factors

which suggest that a study of attitudes based on religious as well as ethnic categories might

reveal some significant results.

The first factor was that many people from an ethnic minorities background think that
religious categories are at least as important as ethnic categories in describing themselves.
Modood, Beishon and Virdee (1994: 91) asked the interviewees in their research how they
wished to define themselves and concluded 'Most South Asians, then, identified more with an
ethnic or religious identity than with being “Asians” . Ghuman (1994: 68 - 69) interviewed fifty

Asians adolescents aged 13 - 15 years old from three Birmingham schools, which comprised
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90% Asian pupils, 5% black pupils and 5% white pupils. He asked them how they would

choose to describe their identity and the responses are shown In table 1.3.0.0.a.

Table 1.3.0.0.a. How do you describe your identity”

Don’t know English/ British/Muslim Asian
British Hindu identity
Yo % Yo %o
Hindu and Sikh 6 6 46 2
Muslim 4 2 30 4
Total 10 8 76 5

Source: Ghuman (1994: 68)
N = 50

It is significant that the vast majority of the adolescents chose to use religious rather than
ethnic categories with which to describe themselves. However, it is important to note that the
sample was relatively small, so some caution should be exercised interpreting the data. The
Fourth National Survey of Ethnic Minorities (Modood, Berthoud, Lakey, Nazroo, Smith, Virdee
and Beishon, 1997: 292 - 294) found that compared with the Caribbeans (who considered that
skin colour was more important than religion in self-description) a higher proportion of the
Indians, African Asians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Chinese thought that religious

categories were more important than skin colour to describe themselves (table 1.3.0.0.b.).

Table 1.3.0.0.b. Religion and colour in self-description: ‘These would tell a new
acquaintance something important about me’

Caribb- Indian African Paki- Bangla- Chinese

ean Aslan stani  deshi

Yo % % % Yo %
Religion 44 73 68 83 75 25
SKin colour 61 37 29 31 21 15
Weighted count /65 606 290 397 141 183

Unweighted count 580 595 3617 538 289 101

Source: Modood et a/ (1997 293)
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They concluded 'Nationality continued to be stressed, but in the case of South Asians religion
was held to be equally or more important' (Modood et al/, 1997: 294). Other researchers have
observed the same phenomenon (Hutnik, 1991: 88-91; Modood, Beishon and Virdee, 1994

62: Knott and Khokher, 1993: 605; Nesbitt and Jackson, 1993-4: 57).

The second reason was the value that many Asians placed on religion as an important
influence in their lives. Not only do many South Asians British and African Asians choose to
use religious categories to describe themselves, but, compared with the white population a
higher proportion consider that their religion is very important to them. This was shown by

Modood et al (1997: 301) (table 1.3.0.0.c.).

Table 1.3.0.0.c. 'How important is religion to the way you live your life?' [The table
excludes those who claimed to have no religion}

Hindu Sikh  Muslim Church of Roman Old New
England  Catholic Protestant  Prot
w O W O W O Car

% % % % % % % % % %

Very important 43 46 74 11 37 32 35 32 43 71
Fairly important 46 40 21 36 32 37 38 30 42 24
Not important 11 14 4 53 30 32 27 38 15 5

Source: Modood et a/ (1997: 301)
W = white: O = others; Prot= Protestant;: Car = Caribbeans

In order to make this research manageable it was decided to limit it to five broad areas !
attitudes. First, to undertake an exploration of attitudes about the adolescents’ inner life: their
sense of well being, their worries and their attitudes to church and religion. Secondly, to look
at three aspects of relating to others and spirituality. These include religious beliefs, the
supernatural and personal relationships. This was followed by an examination of three
aspects of morality, namely sexual morality; views of what is right and wrong; and the use

and abuse of addictive substances. Fourthly, there is an exploration of three aspects of the
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adolescents’ world, namely, leisure, school and the area in which they live. Finally, there Is a

study of their attitudes to the public world of work, global and national issues and politics.

1.4.0.0. Ethnicity and attitudes

Whilst the main focus of the research examined the influence of religion on attitudes, it has
also been possible to ask to what extent does the ethnic background of the adolescents still
influence the way they view things? This has been achieved by collating the matenal into two
groups. The first group comprises those who described themselves as Christian and those
who described themselves as 'non-affiliates’. The vast majonty in this group were white,
although there were a small number of Afro-Caribbeans and also a few non-practising Hindus,
Muslims and Sikhs. The other group comprised those who described themselves as Hindus,
Muslims and Sikhs. There were very few white children who were Hindus, Muslims or Sikhs
(usually the result of mixed marriages), so it is possible to define this group by their ethnic
origins as 'South Asian British' (see section 14.5.0.0. for a note on the nomenclature used in
this thesis), although the vast majonity of them were born In the United Kingdom. It Is
conceivable that a small number of Afro-Caribbeans were to be found in this group. By
comparing the responses of the adolescents when analysed on the basis of their religion with
their responses made on the basis of their ethnic background, it would demonstrate if there

are significant insights to be gained from using religious categories for research.

Having argued for the importance of comparing and contrasting two categories or approaches
to research (ethnic and religious) it should be noted that a number of scholars have argued
that caution should be exercised in using simplistic notions of ‘culture’ or ‘community’ as a
constant (Samad, 1998. 59 - 61). The danger of describing people as an ethnic or religious
groups Is that they are not homogeneous and they may encompass a wide range of traditions.
values and attitudes (for example, Ellis, 1991, 369 - 371; Lewis, 1897: 130. 142 - 144).
Vertovec and Rogers (1998: 4) expanded on this: ‘the gist of such criticisms is that both

terms [religion and ethnicity] are often used to represent integrated and bounded wholes



characterised by uniform rules, values, practices and traits - or, as such understandings have
come to be portrayed, both terms convey ‘essentialist’ meanings in which entire groups or
categories of people are stereotyped as homogeneously imbued with specific attributes.
Religion’ and ‘ethnicity’ have also commonly been filled with essentialist connotations as
well. More open, fluid, contested and socially constructed understandings of all these terms
are now usually advocated instead’. What this research sets out to provide is a snapshot at

one point in time of the religion and attitudes of Walsall adolescents.

1.5.0.0. The attitudes of adolescents who practice their faith

The primary focus of the research was to examine the beliefs and attitudes of all the
teenagers in the sample. However, from a personal knowledge of the religious leaders and
the places of worship it was clear that while many adolescents were actively involved, others
did not attend worship on a reqgular basis and may nrot even consider themselves to be
religious. This research provided the ideal opportunity tc take a closer look at those teenagers
who claimed to be practising their faith. Where and how often did they worship? To what
extent did they observe the main tenet of their faith? How did they view their leaders, the
worship and the activities of their place of worship? Would they like to see changes?
Therefore In the final part of the questionnaire four extra sections were included, looking at
young Christians, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs: those adolescents who were practising their
faith were asked to fill in a section of the questionnaire concerned with their religion. This

provided a great deal of data both about their religious practices and also their attitudes

towards their place of worship and their leaders.

1.6.0.0. Summary and implications

The thesis concludes by reflecting upon some implications which can be drawn from the data.
What is the significance of the ways in which the teenagers view the area in which they live
with its problems and opportunities? If religion is a predictor of attitude and behaviour, then

does this have any implications for the formation of social and political policy. not least in the




prioritising and focusing of resources? Are there any insights to be gained from a deeper

understanding of ethical and moral behaviour which might influence the sort of society we

belong to?
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2.0.0.0. SETTING THE SCENE: GREAT BRITAIN AND WALSALL

In order to set the research in context, an history of immigration into Britain and Walsall
during the past sixty years and a description of the South Asian British population in the
borough today is given. The four largest religious communities in the town, the Christians,

Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs are also described.

Contents 2.1.0.0. Immigration and settlement in Britain since the Second
World War
2.1.1.0. Countries of origin
2.1.2.0. Phases of migration
2.1.3.0. Process of settlement
2.1.4.0. Size of the ethnic minority population
2.1.5.0. The age of the ethnic population
2.1.6.0. The growth of the ethnic popuiation
2.1.7.0. Religious affiliation
2.2.0.0. Brief history and description of the Metropolitan Borough

of Walsall
2.3.0.0. Immigration and settlement in Walsall since the Second

World War

2.3.1.0. Immigration

2.3.2.0. The ethnic minority population of Walsall

2.3.3.0. The age structure of the ethnic population in
Walsall

2.3.4.0. The distribution of the ethnic population In
Walsall

2.4.0.0. Religion In Walsall
2.4.1.0. The religious communities and their places of

worship
2.4.2.0. The Hindu community

2.4.3.0. The Muslim community
2.4.4.0. The Sikh community

2.1.0.0. Immigration and settlement in Britain since the Second World War

2.1.1.0. Countries of origin

For many centuries only relatively small numbers of immigrants came to Britain (All,
1996: 11-19; 35-37), but from the late 1940s they began to arrive in significant numbers.
The history of this migration from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh to Britain in the
twentieth century has been well documented (Dahya, 1972/3. 25 1974 77-96; Tinker
1977 167-173; Ally, 1979: 1-5; Brah. 1979: 57-97, Anwar and Garaudy, 1984: 3-4:

Castles and Kosack. 1985. 1-56. Robinson, 1986: 26-50; Anwar, 1991a: 1-14: Nielsen.




1984, 1992, 39-43: Wahhab, 1989: 6-12: Peach, 1990: 414-419; Bhachu. 1991b: 57-77,
1993: 163-169: Tatla. 1993b: 97-103, Parekh, 1994: 603-607; Geaves, 1995: 2-13; All,

1996: 39-48: Brah, 1996: 21-48: Kose, 1996: 5-10; Anwar, 1998: 1-11; Mattausch, 1998

121-141). These immigrants came mainly from the Punjab and the Gujurat regions of
India; from the Punjab, the Mirpur and the North-west Frontier regions of Pakistan; anad
from Sylhet and the eastern parts of Bangladesh. As well as those from the Indian
subcontinent, a large group of West Indian people came to Britain and smaller groups of
migrants also arrived from Malaysia, Egypt, Turkey and Iran. A breakdown of thelr racial

origins is given in table 2.1.1.0.a

Table 2.1.1.0.a. Ethnic group composition of Great Britain, 1991

Ethnic group %
White 04.5
Ethnic minorities 5.5
Black 1.6
Black Caribbean 0.9
Black-African 0.4
Black-Other 0.3
South Asian 2.7
Indian 1.5
Pakistani 0.9
Bangladeshi 0.3
Chinese and others 1.2
Chinese 0.3
Other-Asian 0.4
Other-Other 0.5

Source: Owen (1992 2)

Table 2.1.1.0.b. The ethnic origins of immigrants

Country British immigrant population
%

Indian 28.0

Black - Caribbean 16.0

Pakistani 15.8

Other - other i.e. from the Middle East, Iran and North Africa
with people of mixed white and Asian parentage and those

of other ethnic origin 9.6
Black - African 6.9
Asian - other 6.5
Black - other 5.9
Bangladeshi 5.3
Chinese 52

Source: Owen (1996: 6)




According to 1991 census by far the largest of the ethnic groups was from India. The

relative size of the groups can be seen in table 2.1.1.0.b. above.

2.1.2.0. Phases of immigration

In the early years of the large scale immigration of the 1950s and 1960s from the Indian
subcontinent most of the immigrants were young unskilled and semi-skilled men (Rex
and Moore, 1967: 116; Lomas, 1975: 22; Anwar, 1984b: 21) who came to earn enough
money to buy property back in their homeland. Few had any plans to settle in Britain
permanently (Saifullah-Khan, 1974. 326). They tended to live together, often sharing
bedrooms and those on shift work sometimes even taking it in turn to sleep in the beds
(Desai, 1963: 30 - 31; Dahya, 1974: 26, 111; Saifullah-Khan, 1974: 327). Although they
were poor by western standards they were not from the poorest strata of the society from
which they had come. Indeed, Ballard (1994a: 10) has pointed out that many migrants

were highly entrepreneurial.

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s the average size of Asian households was larger than
white and West Indian households (Field, Mair, Rees and Stevens, 1981:. 18), and they

also had a higher room density (Lomas, 1975: 27).

The rate of immigration gradually increased throughout the 1950s and it reached its peak
In the years leading up to the passing of the 1962 Commonwealth Immigration Act. This
Act curtailed the automatic right of immigration of many people but allowed those already
In Britain to bring in their relatives. Consequently, there was a significant rise in the
numbers of women and children immigrating in the late 1960s and the 1970s. Joly (1987;
63) noted that in 1966, twice as many Pakistani women as men came into Britain and
over six times as many children as men. Lomas (1973: 32) pointed out that two thirds of
the first generation Pakistani women arrived after 1967 and Anwar (1994a: 21 - 22).
commenting on this trend, wrote 'The figures for Pakistanis show that the ratio of men to

women changed over time: in 1862, 82% were male while in 1982, 58% were males.




Now, with the arrival of dependants from Pakistan and Bangladesh, the sex ratio iIs
moving towards that of the rest of ethnic minorities: the 1991 Census showed 1,063 and
1.091 males per 1,000 females for Pakistanis and Bangladeshis respectively'. Since the

late 1970s the rate of immigration has declined steadily.

Families from the ethnic minorities tend to be larger than white families. The PSI survey
of 1984 gave the following average size of households: Bangladeshi 5.7, Pakistani 5.1,
Indian 3.9 and white 2.4 (Anwar, 1998: 25). The 1991 census asked 10% of the sample
to give details of their family and ethnic background. Their responses are shown in table
2.1.2.0.a. and show that a far smaller proportion of white families had one or more
dependent children (25.0%) compared with Indian (58.8%), Pakistani (68.0%) and

Bangladeshi families (75.1%).

Table 2.1.2.0.a. Family type with dependent children

Family type Indian Pakistani Bangladeshi  white
% % %o %
Married couple 89.6 86.8 86.4 79.2
With no dependent children 20.6 13.4 8.2 35.6
With one or more dependent
children 58.8 68.0 75.1 25.0
Lone-parent families 5.4 9.0 12.0 12.8

Source: Anwar (1998: 25)

Anwar (1998 25) also gave the figures for white and Asian families with no dependent
children (35.6% white and 17.5% Asian) and also for families with one or more

dependent children (25.0% white and 62.9% Asian).

2.1.3.0. The process of settlement

In the early days of immigration many of the Asians thought that they would eventually
return to their home countries. Richmond (1973. 245) asked immigrants about their
intentions of returning to their country of origin (table 2.1.3.0.a.). Whilst some caution

should be exercised with these results due to the relatively small sample, they show that




by the early 1970s more than half of the South Asians had decided to remain

permanently in Britain.

Table 2.1.3.0.a. Adult sample (immigrants only): future intentions, by birthplace

Ireland West Indies India ana Europe
Pakistan
Yo % % %
Stay 65 35 54 77
Return home 19 41 38 &
Not known 16 24 8 17
N = 110 160 26 36

Source: Richmond (1973: 245)
N= 322

One of the most important reasons for this apparent change of intention was the arrival
of many wives and children. Other factors may also have played a part in the change of
expectation. Robinson (1986:. 88 - 89) summarised the reasons given by various
researchers as to why most of the ethnic minorities did not return to their country of origin
as:

-the high rates of inflation back in their home country would make it difficult for

them to have the standard of living there they desired;

-there would be an expectation of larger dowries from someone who had worked

overseas;
-the economic factors which cause the immigration in the first place had not
changeq;
-they might be 'forced to play the role of wealthy adventurers who had become
westernised’;
-the villages had changed since they left, whilst still having some of the
'undesirable characteristics such as the prevalence of corruption or abject
poverty’
-fear of being unable to return to Britain at a later date;

-there was no logical reason to return at any particular time;




-the need to educate their children here;

-and the desire to accumulate enough wealth to be abie to maintain their

standard of living.

A small but significant phase of Asian immigration took place in 1972, when a number of
East Africans who had come originally from the Indian subcontinent, were expelied from
Uganda by President Idi Amin. Many of them were professional and business peopie who
found it difficult to find employment in the early years. They were the one group of
immigrants who arrived in Britain without the expectation of ever returning to their home
countries (Bhachu, 1991a: 4; 1991b: 62 - 72). Research shows that very few Asians now
wish to return to their country of origin (Stopes-Roe and Cochrane, 1990:. 166 - 169 and

181 - 184).
2.1.4.0. The size of the ethnic population
The 1991 census showed that ethnic minorities made up between 5.5% (Owen, 1992: 2;

Skellington, 1996: 57) and 5.7% of the UK population (Haskey, 1996: 33), which Is

Table 2.1.4.0.a. Ethnic minorities in Great Britain by region, 1991

Regions and metropolitan White Ethnic minorities
counties % % of GB % % of GB
South East 80.2 29.9 98 56.4
Greater London /9.8 10.3 20.2 44.8
East Anglia 97.9 3.8 2.1 1.4
South West 98.6 8.8 1.4 2.1
West Midlands 91.8 9.1 82 14.1
West Midlands 85.4 4.2 14.6 12.4
East Midlands 95.2 7.3 4.8 6.3
Yorkshire and Humberside 95.5 8.9 4.5 7.2
South Yorkshire 7.1 2.4 2.9 1.2
West Yorkshire 91.8 3.6 8.2 5.5
North West 96. 1 11.6 3.9 8.1
Greater Manchester 94. 1 4.5 5.9 4.9
Merseyside 98.2 2.7 1.8 0.8
North 98.8 5.8 1.2 1.3
Tyne and Wear 898.2 2.1 1.8 0.7
Wales 98.5 5.4 1.5 1.4
Scotland 98.7 9.5 1.3 2.1
94 5 100.0 5.5 100.0

Source: Owen (1992: 3)



approximately 3.2 million people. Approximately 2.7% of the population were of South
Asian origin (Skellington, 1996: 57). The vast majority of people from minority ethnic
groups lived in England. Only 1.5% of the population in Scotland and Wales comprised

those of other ethnic origins. Most of them settled in just a few regions of the country, as

shown in table 2.1.4.0.a., with the greatest concentrations to be found in London and in

the West Midlands.

2.1.5.0. The age of the ethnic population

Owen (1996: 5) observed that the 1991 census showed that nearly half (46.8 per cent) of
all people from ethnic minorities living in Great Britain had been born here. The median
age of ethnic minorities was 25.5 years in 1991 as compared with the median age of the
whole population of 36.5 years (Owen, 1996. 7). The 1991 census also revealed the
comparative ages of the different South Asian groups (table 2.1.5.0.a.) and showed that

those groups with Pakistani and Bangladeshi origins had a younger age profile.

Table 2.1.5.0.a. Age composition of Asians and whites, 1991

Age group Indians Pakistanis Bangladeshis  Whites
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
Yo Yo Yo Yo Yo %o % Yo

0-4 8.9 87 13.0 133 146 156 6.7 6.0
5-15 209 2056 296 296 322 322 138 122
16 - 24 150 154 169 180 168 185 13.0 12.1
25 - 44 33.8 354 246 271 180 231 298 28.2
45 - 59/64 173 13.3 13.9 92 16.9 90 228 16.6
Pensionable age 4.1 6.6 2.1 2.9 1.6 16 139 248

Source: Anwar (1298: 23)

2.1.6.0. The growth of the ethnic population

Ballard (1994a:. 7) gave figures showing the growth of the South Asian population in
Britain over the past forty years (table 2.1.6.0.a.). Ballard noted that it was only the 1991
figures which were given in response to a question in the census which was specifically

about ethnicity. The figures for previous years were estimated.



Table 2.1.6.0.a. Growth of Britain's South Asian Population

Country of birth/ethnicity 1961 1971 1981 1991

India 81400 240730 673704 823821
Pakistan 24900 127565 295461 449646
Bangladesh - - 64562 157881
East Africa - 44860 181321 -

Total South Asian population 106300 413155 1215048 1431348
% South Asians in UK population 0.23 0.85 2.52 3.04

Source: Ballard (1994a: 7)

The figures for Bangladesh are only available after the break with Pakistan in 1971. By
1991 it appears that the majority of East African Asians identified themselves as Indian.

With so many young South Asians in Britain it has been estimated that their numbers are

likely to grow from 6% to 9% of the population (Ballard and Kalra, 1994: 10).

2.1.7.0. Religious affiliation

It is difficult to estimate the numbers of adherents of each of the major faiths in Britain
(Tatla, 1999. 236) and despite attempts to include such a question in the 1991 census
the Government refused, arguing that it was not permissible under the 1920 Census Act.
Several different studies have attempted to calculate the numbers. The Commission for
Racial Equality estimated that there were 6000 Baha'is, 130 000 Buddhists, 400 000-550
000 Hindus, 25 000-30 000 Jains, 300 000 Jews, 1m-1.5m Muslims, 350 000-500 000
Sikhs and § 000-10 000 Zoroastrians in Britain (1997: 2). Singh (1992) quoted estimates
of the proportions of those belonging to the three largest religions from the Indian
subcontinent, taken from three sources (table 2.1.7.0.a.). Although they do not agree on
the proportions of those of each faith in Britain, they all agree that the Muslim community
was the largest, followed by the Hindu community and then the Sikh community. Anwar
(1998: 27), quoting Modood, estimated that there were 45% Muslims, 24% Sikhs. 23%

Hindus. 2% Christian, 3% claimed they had no religion, 1% belonged to another religion

and 2% did not answer the question.



Table 2.1.7.0.a. Religious affiliation of South Asians in Britain (Percentage of South
Asian population)

Smith (1976) Knott and Toon (n.d.) Brown (1984) PSI: Black
and White Britain

0/0 0/0 OA'.)
Musiim 40 34.2 46
Hindu 29 29.7 27
Sikh 25 29.5 20

Source: R. Singh (1992: 4)

Gidoomal (1993:141) claimed that there were 40 000 Asian Christians in Britain, although
he gives no indication of his source, nor whether they arrived in Britain as Christians or

had been converted since then.

2.2.0.0. Brief history and description of the Metropolitan Borough of Walsall

Walsall 1s an ancient town which lies to the north of Birmingham and the east of
Wolverhampton. It became a royal borough by the 11th century and was granted a
charter by Henry Il in 1189. It had a mayor as early as the 13th century. Its natural
resources of limestone, iron ore and coal were mined from a very early period and
anclent furnaces have been excavated in the area. During the Industrial Revolution the
town developed rapidly and became famous for its casting. Coal was mined until the
1930s. The other important industries in Walsall are tanning, leatherwork, saddlery and
associated trades such as the production of bridles and stirrups, although these have

been declining in recent years.

At the 1991 government census the Borough had a population of 259 488 people living in
twenty wards. Map 2.2.0.0.a. shows the wards and their population. The population
density was 24.5. people per hectare, which was slightly lower than the population
density for the West Midlands County of 28.4, but well above the population density for

England and Wales, which stood at 3.2. persons per hectare.
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Map 2.2.0.0.a. The wards of the Metropolitan Borough of Walsall and their population,
1991 census
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The lowest population densities were in the more suburban wards of Aldridge Central and
South and Brownhills and the highest population density was to be found in Blakenhall.

Bloxwich West, Willenhall North, Darlaston South and Palfrey Wards, as shown in map

2.2.0.0.b.

Map 2.2.0.0.b. Population density of the wards in Walsall, 1991 census
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Table 2.2.0.0.a. shows the age structure of the population of the borough at the 1991

census and map 2.2.0.0.c. shows the population density of 5-15 year olds.

Table 2.2.0.0.a. Age structure of the population in the Metropolitan Borough of Walsall

Age structure Population
Yo

0-4 6.9

0-15 14.2
16-29 21.2
30-44 19.8
45-59 18.1

60-64 5.4.
65-74 8.7
Over 75 5.8

Source: Peacock (1995b: 3)
N = 259 488

Map 2.2.0.0.c. Population density of 5-15 year olds in the wards of Walsall, 1991
census >
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2.3.0.0. Immigration and settiement in Walsall since the Second World War
2.3.1.0. Immigration and race relations

The first immigrants arrived in Walsall in the early 1950s, mainly from the Indian
subcontinent. These were all men, most of whom were young, poor and with little
education. They tended to live as cheaply as possible in order to send the maximum
amount of money home. Overcrowding was a common problem throughout the 1960s
(Siddiqui, 1994: 40 - 42). Most of them worked in low paid jobs in the factories, often in
the dirtiest jobs and usually in shift work (Siddiqui, 1994: 34 - 40). Many spoke only
limited English so they tended to socialise with one another. Most of them had little

reason to integrate into British society since they did not intend to stay for long. As time

went on this expectation gradually changed.

During the 1960s some of their families began to arrive and their children started to
attend schools in the Borough. In the early 1960s Desai (1963. 22) estimated that there
were 60 Indian immigrant houses in Walsall. By 1966 one Muslim was claiming that there
were already 3000 practising Muslims in Walsall, Darlaston and Wednesbury (EM:
15.1.66). A major problem was the need for the adults to learn to speak English, and
lanquage courses for adults were run in Walsall from the 1960s (ES, 9.11.66;, WO,
16.12.66;, EM, 30.7.74; ES, 17.10.74; ES, 4.3.75; ES, 25.3.75, WA, 21.7.88, WO,
10.5.91). In the early months of 1994 members of the South Asian community in the
town expressed their concern when some of these language courses were under threat of
closure. They were worried that lack of English would harm the employment prospects of
South Asians in Walsall (WO, 18.3.94). In 1974 the workforce of non-English speaking

immigrants in Walsall was estimated at over 1000 (WO, 13.12.74).

Estimates of the number of South Asian British children attending schools varied. It was
reported in January 1967 that the proportion of such children in Walsall was between 7%
and 10% (EM, 18.12.68). A newspaper article in 1969 pointed out that 7.44% of school
children in the borough were from immigrant backgrounds and the highest concentration

was in Hillary Street School where the figure was 60% (ES: 18.3.69). In 1970 it was

(L)
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estimated that the birth rate in ethnic minority families was three times the national
average (ES, 25.2.70) and that the proportion of such children in Walsall was 8.24%
(ES, 17.3.70). Many of the children could not speak adequate English (WO, 20.11.64)
and therefore needed language teaching (WO, 9.12.66). In 1969 the Borough Counclil
opened The Walsall Immigrant Induction Centre (ES, 28.1.69; EM, 28.1.69; ES, 16.7.69)
and even considered adopting a policy of dispersing the Asian chiidren to schools around
the borough (ES: 17.3 70). The centre closed in 1975 when numbers dropped (ES.
15.2.75), although the need for English language teaching continued (ES, 27.3.75). It is
interesting to note that the language needs began to change as parents found that some
of their children were finding it difficult to speak the Asian languages of their parents.
Thus, by the mid 1970s there was a Punjabl Language Association in Alumwell School
(ES, 28.5.75; Huggett, 1991: 11). Some years later an article in the Walsall Observer
pointed out that more that one thousand children had been attending 36 language
classes, covering Bengali, Gujurati, Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu (WO, 26.7.91). As in other
parts of the country some of the religious leaders expressed their concern that there was

an urgent need to teach vernacular languages if the religions of those from South Asia

were to continue practising in their traditional form (Knott: 1991; 100 - 101).

As In other parts of the country, the Salman Rushdie affair created anger among the
Muslim community in Walsall and a protest march took place (ES, 13.3.89). A number of
articles and letters about it were printed in the local newspapers (WQO: 3.3.89; WO:
10.3.89; WO: 17.3.89; WO 24.3.89; WO, 31.3.89). Eighteen months later, in 1990, the
Gulf War was also a cause of public debate since local white and South Asian British
people had family members involved on both sides of the conflict (WO: 6.9.90; WO,
28.9.90; WO, 30.11.90; WO, 18.1.91; 25.1.91; 1.2.91; WO, 8.2.91; WO: 1.3.91; WO,

15.3.91;, WO, 22.3.91, WO, 29.3.91; WO, 5.4.91; WO 19.4.91).

Over the past 40 years the arrival of South Asians has created much public debate about
racial issues and racial discrimination in Walsall (WO, 26.10.62. EM, 3.7.68 EM.

14.10.68: WO; 16.2.68;, EM, 7.12.68; EM, 28.1.69; ES, 25.3.70; WO: 17.7.87: WO,




6.11.87: WO, 8.1.88; WA, 6.10.88; WO, 2.6.89; EM, 29.9.89; EM, 25.6.90; WO, 21.9.90;
WO 28.6.91: WO, 5.11.91: ES, 6.1.92;: WO, 2.7.93). During this period there have been
many signs of change, involving the Council (ES, 25.1.70), the appointment of the first
Asian Mayor of Waisall (WO: 17.7.87), the adoption and implementation of an Equal
Opportunities Policy by the Council (WO, 5.5.89; WO, 6.11.92; WO, 10.12.93; WC,
19.7.96), Equal Opportunities in the Health Authority (WO, 4.8.89; WO, 25.8.89; WO,
15.12.89; WO, 9.7.93) and the founding of various voluntary groups concerned about
racial harmony (EM, 8.11.65; ES, 14.10.68;, WO, 2.6.89). However, progress has not
been without setbacks, as illustrated in the mid 1990s by the Walsall's Racial Equality
Council taking legal advice against the Walsall Borough Council who were considering

withdrawing their funding (WO: 27.10.995).

2.3.2.0. The ethnic minority population of Walisall

The ethnic minority population of the Borough has been increasing over the past forty
years. According to the 1971 census there were 12 159 people Iin the borough whose
parents had been born in the 'New Commonwealth’, which represented 4.5% of the
population (Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council, 1980: appendix 2). According to the
1981 census there were 18 968 people in the borough who had been born in the 'New
Commonwealth and Pakistan (7.2% of the population). This figure excluded those of
Asian origin who had been born in Britain (Jassal and Gaynor, 1983: 1). In the 1991
Census respondents were asked to Indicate their ethnic origins. This revealed that 24 794
people made up the ethnic minority groups in the Borough. This was 9.6% of the
population, which was lower than the level in the West Midlands (14.6%), but well above
the average for England and Wales (5.9%). Within the West Midlands, Walsall had the
fifth highest ethnic population following Birmingham (21.5%), Wolverhampton (18.5%),

Sandwell (14.6%) and Coventry (11.8%) (Peacock, 1995a: 14, Owen and Johnson, 1996

248)



2.3.3.0. The age structure of the ethnic population in the borough of Walsall

The 1991 census provided details of the age structure of the South Asian community in
Walsall (table 2.3.3.0.a.). When compared with the proportions of those who were from
an ethnic minority, these figures show that the average age of the South Asian

population was lower than that of the white population, which reflects the situation in

other parts of the country.
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