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ABSTRACT 
 
HAMMERSEN, LAUREN ALEXANDRA MICHELLE. Indigenous Women in Gaul, 

Britannia, Germania, and Celtic Hispania, 400 BC – AD 235.  (Under the direction of Professor 

Raimund Karl.) 
 
The study of Celtic, Germanic, and Celtiberian women is an area of gender and historical 

focus that has only recently been addressed by academic scholars – and then only to a 

limited degree.  The fractured understanding of this area of history is, in part, due to a 

shortage of relevant primary written sources and archaeological material.  In part, it is also 

due to a language barrier, since research into this field has the potential to include more 

than a dozen modern and ancient European languages, as well as several regional dialects. 
 
This work probed primary historical sources (classical Greek and Roman), secondary 

sources (analysis by academics in various fields), archaeological, and epigraphic 

materials to extract pertinent information.  An examination of individual women was 

presented.  This was then combined with broader knowledge of peoples in and from these 

regions to create an understanding of women in Celtic, Germanic, and Celtiberian 

cultures during the eight centuries under consideration.  Finally, this was compared and 

contrasted across the various regions. 
 
Research and critical analysis of this material dispelled some long-held generalizations 

(such as the view that Celtic women routinely participated actively in war) and revealed 

some little- discussed facts (such as that classical sources indicated that Celtiberian women 

held the most unusual roles of the women examined).  Other aspects of women’s lives 

became clear, including ways in which they were part of trade and industry including, but 

not limited to, the manufacture of textiles, agriculture, mining, and medicine.  This led to a 

discussion on the concept of identity. 
 
It became clear that Celtic, Germanic, and Celtiberian women during the period of 400 

BC– AD 235 occupied both traditional and nontraditional roles, that these were recorded 

(at least to some degree) in Greek and Roman classical sources, and that much of this can 

be confirmed from what has been learned from archaeological and epigraphic material. 

 

 

 



vii 
 

 

 TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
 

           
             Page 

 

DEDICATION 
  

ii 
 

ABSTRACT 
  

       iii 
 

DECLARATION AND CONSENT  
  

       iv  
  

LIST OF TABLES 
  

  xiii 
  

LIST OF APPENDICIES 
  

 xiv 
 

LIST OF MAPS 
  

xv 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 
  

xvi 
 

ACKNOWLEGEMENTS 
  

    xxiii 

AUTHOR’S NOTE   

 xxiv 
 

 

 

 

  

                  

 

 

 

 

 

   INTRODUCTION   1 

IDENTITY: A MULTIFACETED CONSTRUCT 15 

 GENDER 16 

 ROMANIZATION AND HELLENIZATION 17 

 NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY 17 

1. A DISCUSSION OF PRIMARY SOURCES                                                             20 

1.1  CLASSICAL WRITTEN SOURCES                                                              21                

SURVIING LATIN AND GREEK TEXTS   22                                                     

                CLASSICAL TEXTS THAT HAVE NOT SURVIVED                       22 

                SOURCES FROM EARLY CHRISTIANITY IN WESTERN    

     EUROPE                                                                                           25 

CELTIC, CELTIBERIAN, HISPANO CELTIC AND GERMANIC     

     SOURCES                 25 

1.2  WEIGHING MERITS AND PARDONING OFFENSES: AN  

EXAMINATION OF CLASSICAL AUTHORS 31 

ROLE OF THE AUTHOR 31 



viii 
 

VIEWS OF CELTIC, GERMANIC, AND CELTIBERIAN WOMEN 34 

THE TRUTH REGARDING “CLASSICAL” SOURCES 36 

LATIN LINGUISTICS: THE INTENT OF CLASSICAL AUTHORS  

 AND THE ERRORS IN TRANSLATION 48 

1.3  ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOURCES 49 

1.4  CLASSICAL SOURCES AND ARCHAELOGICAL SOURCES 

     COMBINED 54 

1.5  EPIGRAPHIC MATERIAL 55 

1.6  GENETIC EVIDENCE 55 

 

2. SECONDARY SOURCES AND WOMEN IN ANTIQUITY 62 

2.1  BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARIES OF WOMEN 64 

2.2  GENERALIZED HISTORIES 65 

2.3  CASE STUDIES 66 

2.4  STUDIES ON EVERYDAY AND PRIVATE LIFE 67 

2.5  STUDIES ON RELIGION 77 

2.6  THE ROLE OF IDENTITY AND CULTURE IN HISTORICAL  

     DEBATE       78 
 

3.   FEMALE POSITIONS OF POWER AMONG THE CELTS, GERMANS,    

           AND CELTIBERIANS: QUEENS, RULING WOMEN, PRIESTESSES,   

           PROPHETESSES, AND DEACONESSES 82                                                                                                     

3.1  CELTIC QUEENS                                                                                       83 

ONOMARIS                                                                                         83 

TEUTA AND TRITEUTA                                                                    85 

BOUDICA 87 

CARTIMANDUA 92 

UNKNOWN FEMALE LEADER 98 

3.2  GERMANIC QUEENS 104 

3.3  CELTIBERIAN QUEENS 105 

LUPERIA 105 

HIMILCE                                                                                                107 

              3.4   CONSIDERATION OF SOURCES 107 

3.5   POSITIONS OF POWER IN RELIGION 113 



ix 
 

PRIESTESSES 113 

DRUIDS AND PROHPETESSES 114 

PROPHECY AND WOMEN 115 

CULTS AND ORDERS OF PRIESTESSES 117 

DEACONESSES 120 

 

4. MARRIAGE AND THE CUSTOMS OF WIVES AND MOTHERS: 

     WOMEN IN PRIVATE LIFE 123 

4.1    SOURCES OF INFORMATION 123 

4.2    BRITAINNIA 124 

4.3    GAUL 129 

4.5    NORICUM 135 

4.6    CELTIBERIA AND HISPANO CELTIC SPAIN 136 

ANCIENT POLYGAMY: A POSSIBILITY IN CELTIBERIA’S  

     PAST 145 

4.7    GERMANIA 146 

4.8    VIRGINITY 163 

 

5.   PUBLIC LIFE, WOMEN’S INDUSTRY AND TRADE 165 

5.1    WOMEN AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM 166 

5.2    WOMEN AS PATRONESSES                                                              172 

5.3    INDUSTRY AND TRADE 172 

5.4    WOMEN IN TRADES 174 

5.5    TEXTILE MANUFACTURING 180 

5.6    METAL WORKING 183 

5.7    WOMEN IN OTHER SETTINGS 184 

5.8    WOMEN AS HEALERS 184 

5.9    WOMEN AS LABORERS 186 

5.10   WOMEN AS SLAVES 190 
 

6. LEARNED WOMEN: EVIDENCE FOR EDUCATED WOMEN IN THE CELTIC 

     AND GERMANIC WORLD 196 

6.1  THE VINDOLANDA TABLETS 202 

6.2  CURSE TABLETS 204 



x 
 

6.3  WOMEN AS TEACHERS 207 
 

7. WOMEN, RELIGION, AND FUNERARY MONUMENTS 209 

7.1  VOTIVES AND SHRINES: PRIESTESSES, PATRONESSES, AND 

SUPPLICANTS 209 

7.2  FUNERARY MONUMENTS AND RITUALS 212 
 

8. APPEARANCE: WHAT ART, ARCHAEOLOGY, AND CLASSICAL SOURCES   

            COMBINE TO ILLUSTRATE 227 

8.1    CELTIBERIA AND THE HISPANO CELTS 229 

8.2    GAUL 233 

8.3    GERMANIA 237 

8.4    PANNONIA AND NORICUM 240 

8.5    BRITAINNIA 245 

8.6    CONQUERED AND CLAIMED:  THE ROLE, NATURE, AND  

             EVOLUTION OF CAPTIVE ICONOGRAPHY IN HOW THE  

             ROMAN EMPIRE DISPLAYED ITS ENEMIES AND PROVINCES 250 

CAPTIVE ART 246 

TRIUMPHAL MONUMENTS 250 

PRESENTATIONAL OBJECTS 255 

COINAGE 257 

TRIUMPHS                  261 

POLITICAL TO PERSONAL – CAPTIVE ART AND  

     ICONOGRAPHY IN OTHER SETTINGS 261 

8.7    CONQUEST ART 268 

8.8    ALL-BUT-LOST: HIDDEN DEPTHS TO POLITICAL ART 

         REVEALED THROUGH MODERN TECHNOLOGY 271 

8.9    COLOR IN EVERYDAY LIFE 274 

8.10  DECORATION AND EMBROIDERY 277 

TABLET WEAVING 278 

SILK EMBROIDERY 279 

GOLD AND SILVER, AND THEIR PLACE IN TEXTILE FINDS 280 

WOOL AND LINEN 280 

8.11  TORCS 283 



xi 
 

 

9. GENDER, IDENTITY, AND FUNERAL ARCHAEOLOGY  286 

9.1   GENDER THEORY 286 

9.2   CITIZENSHIP AND IDENTITY 289 

9.3   THE ROLE OF PRIDE, HONOR, AND CLASSICAL VIRTUES IN                                         

            IDENTITY   290 

THE BLAMELESS DEAD 297 

9.4   FUNERARY MONUMENTS – WHAT THEY CAN TEACH US  

        ABOUT THE IDENTITY OF THE DEAD 298 

9.5   ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANAYLSIS OF THE DEAD 311 

9.6   ASPECTS OF IDENTITY AND THE ROLE OF GENDER 315 

 

10. CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION 319 

10.1  BRITAINNIA 321 

10.2  GAUL AND NORICUM 323 

10.3  GERMANIA 324 

10.4  HISPANIA 326 

10.5  CROSS-CULTURAL SIMILARITIES 328 

10.6  IDENTITY: WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED? 330 

10.7  THE CHALLENGES OF AVAILABLE SOURCES 334 
 

 
APPENDICES 

 
 

I. CATALOGUE OF NAMED AND UNNAMED CELTIC, GERMANIC, 

     AND CELTIBERIAN WOMEN FROM CLASSICAL SOURCES 337 

II. CATALOGUE OF EARLY FEMALE SAINTS AND RELIGIOUS 

     WOMEN OF WESTERN EUROPE 344 

III.  CANONS OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH CONCERING    

             DEACONESSES IN THE WEST 346 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 348 
 

ABBREVIATOINS USED IN BIBLIOGRAPHY 348 
 
PRIMARY SOURCES 348 
 
PRIMARY SOURCES: CHURCH LAW 358 



xii 
 

 
BOOKS AND ARTICLES 359 
 
IMAGES COURTESY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM 390 
 
MAPS 391 
 
COIN IMAGES (IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE IN THE TEXT) 392 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



xiii 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
 

 
  Page 

 
 
1. A DISCUSSION OF SOURCES 

 

Table 1.  Haplogroup R1*(xR1a,R1b3f)-M173 is the major 

haplogroup of the Basques and the British population.  58 
 

4. MARRIAGE AND THE CUSTOMS OF WIVES AND MOTHERS: 
 

WOMEN IN PRIVATE LIFE 
 
Table 2. The development of Celtiberian Culture (according to 

 Lorrio, 2005). 137 

 
5.  PUBLIC LIFE, WOMEN’S INDUSTRY AND TRADE 

 

Table 3. List of items exported from Britain, Gaul, Celtiberia, 

and Germania. 

  173 

9.  IDENTITY IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
 

Table 4. Roman and Greek Virtues and Their Meanings.                                        295 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



xiv 
 

LIST OF APPENDICIES 
 
 

Page 
 
 
 
I. CATALOGUE OF NAMED AND UNNAMED CELTIC, GERMANIC, 

     AND CELTIBERIAN WOMEN FROM CLASSICAL SOURCES 337 

 

II. CATALOGUE OF EARLY FEMALE SAINTS AND RELIGIOUS 

     WOMEN OF WESTERN EUROPE 344 

 

III.  CANONS OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH CONCERING 

     DEACONESSES IN THE WEST 346 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



xv 
 

LIST OF MAPS 
 
 

Page 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 

Map 1. Gaul at the time of the Roman conquest.     4 

Map 2. Early Roman Gaul (also showing portions of Germania).     5 

Map 3. Incursions into the Roman Empire by Germanic and other peoples,   

 ca. 200-475 AD.     6 

Map 4. (Left) Major tribes of first century AD Britain.      7 

Map 5. (Right) Likely form of the successive reorganization of the provinces  

 of Britannia down to the fourth century AD.    7  

Map 6. Germanic tribes in the first century AD.     8 

Map 7. Pre-Roman peoples of the Iberian Peninsula.   10 

Map 8.  Celtic populations in Iberia.   

(Map A shows Hispano-Celtic ethnic groups and Celtiberians; Map B 
shows the basic division between Indo-European and Iberian linguistic 
areas in the Iberian peninsula, with Late Iron Age-Roman epigraphic 
evidences for different indigenous languages.)                                         11 

Map 9.  The Roman Empire and its enemies in the mid-third century.   13 

 
9. IDENTITY IN THEIR OWN WORDS 

Map 10. Western France: The Late Iron Age. 292 

Map 11. Western France: Gallo-Roman Civitates. 293 

Map 12.  Showing Funerary Monuments Discussed in Chapter 9 and the 

     known tribal affiliations of the deceased. 311 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



xvi 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 
 

Page 
 

 
1. A DISCUSSION OF SOURCES 

 

Figure 1. Botorrita I bronze plaque. 27 

Figure 2. Larzac lead tablet, face 1a. 29 
 

4. MARRIAGE AND THE CUSTOMS OF WIVES AND MOTHERS:    

   WOMEN IN PRIVATE LIFE 

Figure 3. Gaulish woman, Hellenistic representation, 200-101 BC. 132 

Figure 4. Ceramic figurine of a Mother Goddess, sitting in a basketwork 

     chair and suckling a baby. 149 

Figure 5. Statue of a Barbarian prisoner, Marble, Roman artwork of the   

period of Trajan or Hadrian (second century AD) with modern 

restorations. 155 
 

5. PUBLIC LIFE, WOMEN’S INDUSTRY AND TRADE 

Figure 6. Possible husband and wife wine merchants. 175 

Figure 7. Possible husband and wife merchants with a scale. 176 

Figure 8. Stele depicting a female butcher. 177 

Figure 9. Stele depicting a female wine merchant and female owner 

of a delicatessen. 178 

Figure 10. Stele depicting a female wool merchant and her assistant. 179 

Figure 11. Woman depositing olives into an amphora. 182 

Figure 12. Woman carrying a basket of grapes. 187 

Figure 13. Mosaic rustic calendar panel depicting a woman with a 

blindfolded donkey, threshing grain. 187 

Figure 14. Tombstone of Regina, wife of Barates. 192 

Figure 15. 'The Girl in Question': stilus writing-tablet from 1 Poultry, 

London (1:1). (Drawn by R.S.O. Tomlin). 193 
 

 

 



xvii 
 

6. LEARNED WOMEN: EVIDENCE FOR EDUCATED WOMEN IN THE     

   CELTIC AND GERMANIC WORLD 

Figure 16. Writing-tablet with a letter inviting Sulpicia Lepidina, the 

commander's wife, to a birthday party. Note the postscript 

written by a different hand than the main text. 203 

Figure 17. Partial image of curse tablet - Transliterated Celtic. 206 
 

7. WOMEN, RELIGION, AND FUNERARY MONUMENTS 
 

Figure 18. Close-up of the Altar to the Matronae Aufaniae, dedicated by a 

Quaestor of Köln: Bonn, Rheinisches Landesmuseum, Bonn. 210 

Figure 19. Three mother goddesses from Vertault, Musée de Châtillon-sur-Seine. 211 

Figure 20. Matres relief from Circencester, UK, Corinium Museum. 211 

Figure 21. Family Tombstone from Nickenich AD 60/70, Rhineisches 

Landsmuseum, Bonn. 213 

Figure 22. Funerary Stele of Blussus and Menimane, first century 

AD, Mainz, Germany. 215 

Figure 23. Female figure from the cemetery at Autun. The right hand holds 

a beaker, the left hand a distaff and its spindle. 216 

Figure 24. Close up of the funerary monument of Segillius and Abua Tapponis. 217 

Figure 25. Stele of An(n)ia Buturra, Navarre, Spain. 219 

Figure 26. Umma Tabiconis, AD 80-150. 220 

Figure 27. Segillus and Abua Tapponis, c. AD 100-120. 220 

Figure 28. Tombstone of Gaius Julius Alpinus Classicianus. 221 

Figure 29. Funerary Monument of Flavia Usiau c. AD 130. 222 

Figure 30. Drawing of the Certosa Situla showing all of the figures. 225 

 

8. APPEARANCE: WHAT ART, ARCHAEOLOGY, AND CLASSICAL   

   SOURCES COMBINE TO ILLUSTRATE 

Figure 31. Auletris, figure from funerary monument, Osuna, third to second  

                   century BC.  Museo Arqueológico Nacional, Madrid. 231 

Figure 32. Female statue from the oppidum of Briteiros.  

     After González-Ruibal (2003a). 232 

Figure 33. Cordoba Treasure, c. 100 BC Molino de Marrubial, Córdoba, 



xviii 
 

   Andalucia, Spain, Courtesy of the British Museum. 233 

Figure 34.  Close up of a silver statuette of a goddess from the  

Gallo-Roman Lyon-Vaise Hoard, third century AD. 235 

Figure 35. Left: Gundestrup cauldron woman from an exterior panel 

   (first century AD)  Right: Female figure on a panel from 

    the Letnitsa Treasure (fourth century BC). 236 

Figure 36. Reconstruction of the Thorsberg Mantle. 238 

Figure 37. Surviving Fragments of the Thorsberg Mantle.   239 

Figure 38. Medallion Portrait of a Woman, AD 100-125. 241 

Figure 39. Painted panel from Brunn am Gebirge, (date unknown). 242 

Figure 40. Ipswich Torcs, Courtesy of the British Museum. 245 

Figure 41. Narmer Palette, 3100 BC. 246 

Figure 42. One of the figures on the Mainz Pedestals which stood in front  

                    of the Roman fortress headquarters.  Here depicting Germania  

   Capta. 248 

Figure 43. Column of Marcus Aurelius, Scene XCVII showing both women  

                    being dragged off by Roman soldiers and a Roman stabbing a  

                    falling barbarian woman. 252 

Figure 44. Triumphal Arch at Orange (eastern side) most likely constructed  

                    during the reign of Augustus and altered under Tiberius in AD 27. 253 

Figure 45. Trophy group from Lugdunum Covenarum, Gauls are represented  

                    on the far left and Spaniards on the far right. 254 

Figure 46. Germania from the sheath of the Sword of Tiberius. 255 

Figure 47. Gemma Augustea. 256 

Figure 48. The Great Cameo of France. 256 

Figure 49. Capta coins (left to right) Gallia, Germania, and Britannia. 257 

Figure 50. Roman imperial coins (left to right): Gallia, Germania, and Britannia. 258 

Figure 51. Three coins depicting Hispania (left to right): Roman republican  

                      era coin 81 BC, Roman republican era coin 46 BC,  

                    imperial coin AD 134. 259 

Figure 52. Roman imperial coins (left to right): Hispania, Germania,  

   and Britannia. 260 

Figure 53. An alternate style of imperial coin showing the bust of a female  

                   personification of a province with weaponry (two spears and a shield) 



xix 
 

                   and plants.  Both coins were struck under the reign of the Emperor  

                   Galba.  Gallia (left) and Hispania (right). 260 

Figure 54. Left: Left corner female figure from the Portonaccio sarcophagus. 

   Right: Right corner female figure from the Portonaccio sarcophagus. 263 

Figure 55. The Portonaccio Sarcophagus, late second century AD. 264 

Figure 56. Sarcophagus in the Galleria Borghese, Rome, depicting Battle  

                    of Romans and Barbarians, second century or third century AD.   

                    There is a pair of male and female prisoners at each corner of the 

                    sarcophagus. 265 

Figure 57. Sarcophagus in Palermo, Museo Nazionale, depicting Battle of  

                   Romans and Barbarians, second century or third century AD.   

                   There is a pair of male and female prisoners at each corner of the  

                   sarcophagus.  266 

Figure 58. Four sarcophagi panels from the latter half of the second century AD. 

 Top to bottom: 1) Sarcophagus AD 160-170 2) Sarcophagus AD 170  

 3) Eastern Mediterranean Biographical Sarcophagus AD 170-180  

 4) Sarcophagus in Florence AD 180. 267 

Figure 59. The Gaul Killing Himself and His Wife. 270 

Figure 60. Later Roman marble copies of figures from the Gaul Monument 

of Attalus I, originally located at the Acropolis in Athens. 271 

Figure 61. Left, restored Gallia in polychrome, on display at the Glypothek. 

 Right, Gallia from the cuirass on a statue of Augustus at the 

 villa of Livia in Rome. 272 

Figure 62. Alexander Sarcophagus, fourth century BC, depicting the  

 Battle of Gaza, 312 BC. 274 

Figure 63. Hallstatt; Salt Mines, Iron Age; multiple structures and patterns. 276 

Figure 64. Textile fragment Dürrnberg salt-mine. 277 

Figure 65. Example of Hallstatt tablet weaving fragment. 279 

Figure 66. Right: Peplos-style gown from Huldremose, east Jutland, 

Denmark Left: Ensemble from Huldremose, east Jutland, 

Denmark, containing a woolen skirt, skin vest, sheepskin cape, 

and a woolen scarf. 282 

Figure 67. Bronze figure of a Gaulish woman wearing a torc and bracelets, 284 

   second century AD. 



xx 
 

9. IDENTITY IN THEIR OWN WORLDS 

Figure 68. Left, funerary monument of Regina, from Arbeia.   

Right, funerary monument of [Ba]rates the Palmyrene from  

Corstopitum.  Possibly husband and wife. 300 

Figure 69. Fragment of a funeral monument to Procula Batava, from Tibiscum. 301 

Figure 70. Funerary monument of Apana, daughter of Ambollus. 303 

Figure 71. Figure Grave Stele of Bella.  Circa AD 20. Cologne, Germany.             307 

Figure 72. Left, Funerary monument of Accepta, citizen of the Mediomatrici. 

 The monument has been restored from the hip up.    

Right, Funerary monument of Accepta’s husband Ammonius  

Mogetius.  This monument has been partially reconstructed. 309 

Figure 73. Female inhumation from Pit 180. 312 

 
 

  



xxi 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

I wish to express my gratitude to all those who helped me complete my thesis.  I 
would like to thank Professor Raimund Karl for giving me support and guidance in all 
stages of my dissertation construction over the last several years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



xxii 
 

Author’s Note: 
 
In footnotes, the rare occurrence of “p.” in front of a number (i.e., “p. 142”) refers to a page 
number found in book and is separate from a primary source identification.   In footnotes 
pertaining to classical sources, the annotation “8.5.19-21” refers to “Book . Chapter . 
Lines.” Any words in italics, such as “8.37 Lampsace” refers to “Book . Chapter/Subsection 
Title of Chapter/Subsection.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xxiii 
 

 

However, even at this late day, though we have not done so before, 
let us, my countrymen and friends and kinsmen, - for I consider you 
all kinsmen, seeing that you inhabit a single island and are called 
by one common name, - let us, I say, do our duty while we still 
remember what freedom is, that we may leave to our children not 
only its appellation but also its reality.  For, if we utterly forget the 
happy state in which we were born and bred, what, pray, will they 
do reared in bondage. 

                      ~ Speech attributed to Boudica by Dio Cassius 

                Epitome of Roman History, Book 62.4.3 
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Introduction 

The role of women in Celtic, Hispano Celtic, Celtiberian, and Germanic societies is 

little known, not only to the general public, but even to many historians.  Classical accounts 

by Greek and Roman writers paid scant attention to the women among their barbarian 

neighbors, and the accounts which do survive are flawed for many reasons.  Modern 

authors too often settle for reiterations of a few famous passages that make mention of 

women, with little examination of the material – if they make any mention at all of women 

in these societies. Notwithstanding the growing body of material on women in Roman, 

Greek, Etruscan, and Egyptian societies during classical times and Late Antiquity, there are 

virtually no scholarly works focused on women in Celtic or Germanic societies during the 

same period, and those few that do exist focus on specific individuals, such as Boudica and 

Cartimandua, or specific regions, such as Gaul or Roman Britain.  There are few modern 

scholarly studies (and fewer still in English) of women in these societies – their roles as 

leaders, in public and private life, in industry, trade and religion (pagan and Christian), in 

acquiring knowledge, or even in addressing how they looked and what they wore.  This 

study is an attempt to fill that gap by examining the role of women in Celtic and Germanic 

societies in western Europe during the period from 400 BC to AD 235. 

For much of written history, especially in classical societies, women have been 

relegated to being faceless figures, names without meaning, or funerary monuments without 

important cultural context.  The goal of this work is to answer some fundamental questions 

that the academic community has not yet addressed.  Who were the women of the Celts, 

Germans, Hispano Celts, and Celtiberians?  How did women identify themselves, and how 

did their societies identify them? What did their lives entail?  What roles could the hold, and 

how did they fulfill those roles?  How can primary sources and archaeological material 

inform our understanding of these women?   

Most women in Celtic and Germanic societies lived quiet lives devoted to their families 

or faiths and were rarely mentioned in period texts.  Few rose to a position of such 

prominence that it would have attracted the attention of classical authors, and when they did, 

they are often faceless groups of “women” or “wives.”  Thus, it is not surprising that these 

sources make far more frequent reference to men than to women.  However, the actual 

amount of primary material from which some knowledge about women’s roles in these 

societies can be gleaned is significantly larger than generally realized.  Virtually everyone, 
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layman or professional historian, knows of Boudica or Cartimandua – but classical and early 

Christian sources provide the names of more than seventy other Celtic, Hispano Celtic, 

Celtiberian, or Germanic women (and hundreds of additional names survive on physical 

artifacts, such as funerary monuments and curse tablets).  Most classical accounts that 

mention women or archaeological finds that identify a woman do so in the specific context of 

a particular tribe or region or location – but this is also true of the men of these societies.  

While the overall amount of available primary source information about these women is far 

smaller than that available about their fathers, husbands, brothers, or sons, there is enough to 

make it possible to weave a tapestry far more detailed and vibrant than has been done so far.   

The original concept for this work was to examine women’s role (or lack thereof) in 

trade, both prior to and after contact with the Roman Empire.  To say it has expanded beyond 

this original focus is an understatement; that topic is now just a portion of Chapter 5.  In the 

course of my research, it became clear that there was far more information scattered through 

primary source texts on Celtic and Germanic women than had ever been mentioned in the 

course of my education, research, and study of academic literature concerning ancient 

history.  My focus evolved from one narrow aspect of the lives of women to a broader study 

of women in those societies in general.  It was unintended and unexpected; however, the 

material deserved the academic attention that had, so far, been missing.  This is an historical 

study based on classical sources, augmented by archaeological material, including human 

remains, epigraphy, art, and other archaeological finds – rather than an archaeological study 

augmented by historical sources. 

My study explores the role of women in Celtic, Hispano Celtic, Celtiberian, and 

Germanic societies during the period from 400 BC to AD 235.   That simple statement is 

loaded with academic debate and needs elaboration. Words like Celt – as an identifier of 

ancient people – have become heavily debated terms.  The debate ranges from it being 

unfitting as the name of an ancient people, as they did not use that term to identify 

themselves,1 to political social identity inferred on the past.2  While this debate, and the major 

                                                 
1 This debate was put forward by academics such as Barry Cunliffe, John Collis, and Simon James.  

Barry Cunliffe, The Celts: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003); John Collis, 
"Los Celtas en Europa," Los Celtas: Hispania y Europa, eds. Martín Almagro-Gorbea and Gonzalo Ruiz 
Zapagtero,  Actas de El Escorial 4 (Madrid: Actas, 1993), 63-76; John Collis, The Celts: Origins, Myths & 
Inventions (Port Stroud, UK: Tempus Publishing, Ltd., 2003); Simon James, The Atlantic Celts: Ancient People 
or Modern Invention? (Avalon, UK: The Bath Press, 1999).  See also Kristian Kristiansen, Europe Before 
History (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1998), 342-343. 

2 For example: James, The Atlantic Celts, 19. 
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historians and archaeologist who participate in it, will be addressed in Chapter 2, I am going 

to provide my own definitions and explanations below regarding supra-ethnic identities. 

During the period covered in this study, Celts were a group of people defined 

geographically by common linguistics,3 specific styles of art,4 and references found in 

classical sources.5  The term Celt is used as a broad term that can be applied to multiple 

groups of people over an extended period of time.  Throughout this study, the focus becomes 

more narrowed, moving from the generic term Celt to the inhabitants of different regions, 

such as Britain, and even down to the tribal level, such as the Iceni.  For the purposes of this 

study, and based mainly on the use of the term from classical sources, Celt or Celtic refers to 

the inhabitants of modern France (ancient Gaul); the Benelux (ancient Germania Inferior); 

western Switzerland, Alsace and southwest Germany (ancient Germania Superior); portions 

of Austria (ancient Noricum); England, Wales, Cornwall and Scotland (ancient Britannia); 

and a region of modern day Anatolia (ancient Galatia).  (Galatian Celts are not focused on in 

this work, but they are addressed in passing and in terms of conquest art, as they are supposed 

to be migrants from Gaul.)  As the focus of this work is on western Europe, that is the area 

being addressed in this definition.  During the period covered in this study, the Celts were 

scattered across other portions of western and central Europe not addressed here (including 

the regions known in ancient times as Dacia, Pannonia, and Germania).  Borders cannot be 

precisely fixed, as they were fluid and changed over time.    

If we start to look at maps of these regions, we quickly realize that there were numerous 

tribes across western Europe, and that, over time, people moved and relocated.  Our maps are 

amalgamations of historic artifacts that tell us about locations, as well as historical accounts.  

Very few ancient maps survived into modern times, and some of the historic geographers and 

authors, upon whose accounts modern maps are based, focused on areas they never visited.  

Gaul at the time of the invasion of Caesar, for instance, did not look like Gaul during 

the crisis of the mid-third century, because, by this point, Gaul had been a province for more 

than two hundred years.  The conquest of western Europe by the Romans, beginning during 

                                                 
3 Bernhard Maier, “Celts,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, trans. Cyril Edwards (Suffolk, UK: 

The Boydwell Press, 1997), 67-68; Maier, “languages, Celtic,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 165. 

4 Maier, “Celts,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 67-68; Maier, “La Tène,” Dictionary of 
Celtic Religion and Culture, 166. 

5 Maier, “Celts,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 67-68; Maier, “Celts, depictions of,” 
Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 68.    
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the Republic and extending into the period of Roman Empire, had a massive impact on the 

cultural landscape.  By examining maps of popluations and cities before and after Roman 

occupation, this difference becomes clear. 

 

Map 1. Gaul at the time of the Roman conquest. 

Source: Xavier de Planhol and Paul Claval. An historical geography of France. trans. Janet Lloyd, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge Univ. Press, 1994), Figure 3.  
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Map 2. Early Roman Gaul (also showing portions of Germania). 

Source: James Bromwich. The Roman remains of Brittany, Normandy and the Loire Valley: a guide book. 
(Peterborough, England : Lucina Books, 2014), 21. 

By examing maps of different regions and varying centures, one thing becomes very 

clear – the map of Europe never stopped changing, as we can see in Map 3.  Even though it 

goes well beyond the end date of AD 235, and shows an area greater than Roman Gaul, it 

most importantly illustrates that while some people stayed in their ‘ancestral homes,’ others 

continued to move throughout the centuries.  The later centuries of the Roman Empire 

frequently involved dealing with the movement of peoples, many of whom were seen as a 

threat, such as the Goths, the Vandals, and the Huns.   
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Map 3. Incursions into the Roman Empire by Germanic and other peoples, ca. 200-475 AD. 

Source: Wayne E. Lee. Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History. (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2016), Map 5.1 

In maps reconstructing Britain / Britannia, the island starts as a series of predominant 

tribes and slowly evolves into a compartmented Roman province.  
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Map 4. (Left) Major tribes of first century AD Britain.  

Map 5. (Right) Likely form of the successive reorganization of the provinces of Britannia down to the 
fourth century AD. 

Source: PeterSalway. A History of Roman Britain. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997), 36, 230. 

Germans, during the period covered in this study, were a group of people that occupied 

a large region of north central Europe, generally to the north and east of the Celts.  As with 

the Celts, they are defined by common linguistics (though Celtic and Germanic languages are 

all a part of the Indo-European language group)6 and descriptions found in classical sources.7  

The term Germans or Germanic in this work is applied to the peoples who lived in modern 

Denmark, the Netherlands east of the Rhine, Germany and portions of Central Europe 

                                                 
6 Malcom Todd, The Early Germans, 2nd ed. (Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2004), 11-14. 

Germanic language study was complex, and historical authors such as Suetonius noted the difference in Celtic 
and Germanic languages.  Mario Pei, The Story of Language.  (Philadelphia:  J.P. Lippencott Co., 1949), 26-28.  
Frederick Bodmer, The Loom of Language.  (New York:  W.W. Norton & Company, 1972), 186-188.  Nicholas 
Ostler, Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World.  (New York: Harper, 2005), 272-278, 281-295, 
304-309.  

7 Including Suetonius, Diodorus Siculus, and Tacitus. 
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(ancient Magna Germania), as well as portions of modern Austria and Switzerland (ancient 

Raetia and Noricum).  

Our primary source of information on Germany and its inhabitants in the first century is 

the Roman author Tacitus who, along with his works, will be discussed extensively in later 

chapters.   If we look at Germany in this period, we see numerous tribes that later moved and 

occupied other regions of western Europe, including the Goths, the Burgundians, and the 

Lombards.   

 

Map 6. Germanic tribes in the first century AD. 

Source: Patrick Karl O’Brien. Atlas of world history. (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2007) 56. 
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Hispano Celts and Celtiberians are largely defined by art, language, and classical 

sources.8  Celtiberians comprise a specific group of tribes that occupied the mountainous 

region in the central northeastern part of the Iberian Peninsula.  Hispano Celts included those 

Celtic inhabitants of Spain and Portugal who were not Celtiberians.  Unfortunately, even in 

classical times, authors were not entirely sure of the boundaries of Celtiberia and areas of 

occupation by other ethnic groups.  Today, it is easiest to place Celtiberia in central 

northeastern Spain and Hispano Celts in northern Spain and a small portion Portugal. 

Territorial boundaries were flexible, rather than fixed.  Modern scholars are not even sure if 

some of the tribes the Romans discussed were Celtic.  They shifted over time as people 

migrated. 

Unlike central Europe – with its transition from the early Iron Age Hallstatt to the late 

Iron Age La Téne culture – the Celtic population in the Iberian Peninsula seems to have roots 

stretching back into the Bronze Age.  As more people migrated into Iberia, the cultures in the 

peninsula evolved into a unique cultural tradition.  The Celtic material culture that emerged 

in Iberia appears different from the Celtic material culture found in other parts of Europe and 

is less distinguishable or solidly identifiable as La Téne.9   

What is actually known about the Iberian Peninsula in the pre-Roman period is that it 

was multicultural, with Iberians, Phoenicians, Celts, and amalgamations of these groups 

coexisting in different regions (see Map 7).   

 

                                                 
8 Alberto J. Lorrio. “The Celtic Peoples,” in Iberia: protohistory of the Far West of Europe: from 

neolithic to Roman conquest, ed. International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences, and Antonio 
Almagro Gorbea (Burgos: Universidad de Burgos: Fundación Atapuerca, 2014), 217-250.  Classical authors 
include authors such as Strabo, Appian, and Sallust. 

9 Lorrio. “The Celtic Peoples.” Iberia: protohistory of the Far West of Europe, 218-220.  
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Map 7. Pre-Roman peoples of the Iberian Peninsula. 

Source: Martin Almagro-Gorbea. “Mediterranean Iberia: The Iberian Peoples,” in Iberia: Protohistory of the 
Far West of Europe: From neolithic to Roman conquest, ed. International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric 
Sciences, and Antonio Almagro Gorbea (Burgos: Universidad de Burgos: Fundación Atapuerca, 2014), 285. 

This study is specifically interested in the Celtic populations of this region.  Hispano 

Celts, Celtic migrants, and Celtiberians were concentrated in the northern and central portions 

of the peninsula (see Map 8).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































