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ABSTRACT

HAMMERSEN, LAUREN ALEXANDRA MICHELLE. Indigenous Women in Gaul,
Britannia, Germania, and Celtic Hispania, 400 BC — AD 235. (Under the direction of Professor

Raimund Karl.)

The study of Celtic, Germanic, and Celtiberian women is an area of gender and historical
focus that has only recently been addressed by academic scholars — and then only to a
limited degree. The fractured understanding of this area of history is, in part, due to a
shortage of relevant primary written sources and archaeological material. In part, it is also
due to a language barrier, since research into this field has the potential to include more

than a dozen modern and ancient European languages, as well as several regional dialects.

This work probed primary historical sources (classical Greek and Roman), secondary
sources (analysis by academics in various fields), archaeological, and epigraphic
materials to extract pertinent information. An examination of individual women was
presented. This was then combined with broader knowledge of peoples in and from these
regions to create an understanding of women in Celtic, Germanic, and Celtiberian
cultures during the eight centuries under consideration. Finally, this was compared and

contrasted across the various regions.

Research and critical analysis of this material dispelled some long-held generalizations
(such as the view that Celtic women routinely participated actively in war) and revealed
some little- discussed facts (such as that classical sources indicated that Celtiberian women
held the most unusual roles of the women examined). Other aspects of women’s lives
became clear, including ways in which they were part of trade and industry including, but
not limited to, the manufacture of textiles, agriculture, mining, and medicine. This led to a

discussion on the concept of identity.

It became clear that Celtic, Germanic, and Celtiberian women during the period of 400
BC- AD 235 occupied both traditional and nontraditional roles, that these were recorded
(at least to some degree) in Greek and Roman classical sources, and that much of this can

be confirmed from what has been learned from archaeological and epigraphic material.
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However, even at this late day, though we have not done so before,
let us, my countrymen and friends and kinsmen, - for | consider you
all kinsmen, seeing that you inhabit a single island and are called
by one common name, - let us, | say, do our duty while we still
remember what freedom is, that we may leave to our children not
only its appellation but also its reality. For, if we utterly forget the
happy state in which we were born and bred, what, pray, will they
do reared in bondage.

~ Speech attributed to Boudica by Dio Cassius

Epitome of Roman History, Book 62.4.3
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Introduction

The role of women in Celtic, Hispano Celtic, Celtiberian, and Germanic societies is
little known, not only to the general public, but even to many historians. Classical accounts
by Greek and Roman writers paid scant attention to the women among their barbarian
neighbors, and the accounts which do survive are flawed for many reasons. Modern
authors too often settle for reiterations of a few famous passages that make mention of
women, with little examination of the material — if they make any mention at all of women
in these societies. Notwithstanding the growing body of material on women in Roman,
Greek, Etruscan, and Egyptian societies during classical times and Late Antiquity, there are
virtually no scholarly works focused on women in Celtic or Germanic societies during the
same period, and those few that do exist focus on specific individuals, such as Boudica and
Cartimandua, or specific regions, such as Gaul or Roman Britain. There are few modern
scholarly studies (and fewer still in English) of women in these societies — their roles as
leaders, in public and private life, in industry, trade and religion (pagan and Christian), in
acquiring knowledge, or even in addressing how they looked and what they wore. This
study is an attempt to fill that gap by examining the role of women in Celtic and Germanic
societies in western Europe during the period from 400 BC to AD 235.

For much of written history, especially in classical societies, women have been
relegated to being faceless figures, names without meaning, or funerary monuments without
important cultural context. The goal of this work is to answer some fundamental questions
that the academic community has not yet addressed. Who were the women of the Celts,
Germans, Hispano Celts, and Celtiberians? How did women identify themselves, and how
did their societies identify them? What did their lives entail? What roles could the hold, and
how did they fulfill those roles? How can primary sources and archaeological material

inform our understanding of these women?

Most women in Celtic and Germanic societies lived quiet lives devoted to their families
or faiths and were rarely mentioned in period texts. Few rose to a position of such
prominence that it would have attracted the attention of classical authors, and when they did,
they are often faceless groups of “women” or “wives.” Thus, it is not surprising that these
sources make far more frequent reference to men than to women. However, the actual
amount of primary material from which some knowledge about women’s roles in these

societies can be gleaned is significantly larger than generally realized. Virtually everyone,

1



layman or professional historian, knows of Boudica or Cartimandua — but classical and early
Christian sources provide the names of more than seventy other Celtic, Hispano Celtic,
Celtiberian, or Germanic women (and hundreds of additional names survive on physical
artifacts, such as funerary monuments and curse tablets). Most classical accounts that
mention women or archaeological finds that identify a woman do so in the specific context of
a particular tribe or region or location — but this is also true of the men of these societies.
While the overall amount of available primary source information about these women is far
smaller than that available about their fathers, husbands, brothers, or sons, there is enough to

make it possible to weave a tapestry far more detailed and vibrant than has been done so far.

The original concept for this work was to examine women’s role (or lack thereof) in
trade, both prior to and after contact with the Roman Empire. To say it has expanded beyond
this original focus is an understatement; that topic is now just a portion of Chapter 5. In the
course of my research, it became clear that there was far more information scattered through
primary source texts on Celtic and Germanic women than had ever been mentioned in the
course of my education, research, and study of academic literature concerning ancient
history. My focus evolved from one narrow aspect of the lives of women to a broader study
of women in those societies in general. It was unintended and unexpected; however, the
material deserved the academic attention that had, so far, been missing. This is an historical
study based on classical sources, augmented by archaeological material, including human
remains, epigraphy, art, and other archaeological finds — rather than an archaeological study

augmented by historical sources.

My study explores the role of women in Celtic, Hispano Celtic, Celtiberian, and
Germanic societies during the period from 400 BC to AD 235. That simple statement is
loaded with academic debate and needs elaboration. Words like Celt — as an identifier of
ancient people — have become heavily debated terms. The debate ranges from it being
unfitting as the name of an ancient people, as they did not use that term to identify

themselves, to political social identity inferred on the past.2 While this debate, and the major

! This debate was put forward by academics such as Barry Cunliffe, John Collis, and Simon James.
Barry Cunliffe, The Celts: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003); John Collis,
"Los Celtas en Europa," Los Celtas: Hispania y Europa, eds. Martin Almagro-Gorbea and Gonzalo Ruiz
Zapagtero, Actas de El Escorial 4 (Madrid: Actas, 1993), 63-76; John Collis, The Celts: Origins, Myths &
Inventions (Port Stroud, UK: Tempus Publishing, Ltd., 2003); Simon James, The Atlantic Celts: Ancient People
or Modern Invention? (Avalon, UK: The Bath Press, 1999). See also Kristian Kristiansen, Europe Before
History (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1998), 342-343.

2 For example: James, The Atlantic Celts, 19.



historians and archaeologist who participate in it, will be addressed in Chapter 2, | am going

to provide my own definitions and explanations below regarding supra-ethnic identities.

During the period covered in this study, Celts were a group of people defined
geographically by common linguistics,® specific styles of art,* and references found in
classical sources.® The term Celt is used as a broad term that can be applied to multiple
groups of people over an extended period of time. Throughout this study, the focus becomes
more narrowed, moving from the generic term Celt to the inhabitants of different regions,
such as Britain, and even down to the tribal level, such as the Iceni. For the purposes of this
study, and based mainly on the use of the term from classical sources, Celt or Celtic refers to
the inhabitants of modern France (ancient Gaul); the Benelux (ancient Germania Inferior);
western Switzerland, Alsace and southwest Germany (ancient Germania Superior); portions
of Austria (ancient Noricum); England, Wales, Cornwall and Scotland (ancient Britannia);
and a region of modern day Anatolia (ancient Galatia). (Galatian Celts are not focused on in
this work, but they are addressed in passing and in terms of conquest art, as they are supposed
to be migrants from Gaul.) As the focus of this work is on western Europe, that is the area
being addressed in this definition. During the period covered in this study, the Celts were
scattered across other portions of western and central Europe not addressed here (including
the regions known in ancient times as Dacia, Pannonia, and Germania). Borders cannot be

precisely fixed, as they were fluid and changed over time.

If we start to look at maps of these regions, we quickly realize that there were numerous
tribes across western Europe, and that, over time, people moved and relocated. Our maps are
amalgamations of historic artifacts that tell us about locations, as well as historical accounts.
Very few ancient maps survived into modern times, and some of the historic geographers and

authors, upon whose accounts modern maps are based, focused on areas they never visited.

Gaul at the time of the invasion of Caesar, for instance, did not look like Gaul during
the crisis of the mid-third century, because, by this point, Gaul had been a province for more

than two hundred years. The conquest of western Europe by the Romans, beginning during

3 Bernhard Maier, “Celts,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, trans. Cyril Edwards (Suffolk, UK:
The Boydwell Press, 1997), 67-68; Maier, “languages, Celtic,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 165.

4 Maier, “Celts,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 67-68; Maier, “La Téne,” Dictionary of
Celtic Religion and Culture, 166.

5 Maier, “Celts,” Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 67-68; Maier, “Celts, depictions of,”
Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture, 68.



the Republic and extending into the period of Roman Empire, had a massive impact on the
cultural landscape. By examining maps of popluations and cities before and after Roman

occupation, this difference becomes clear.
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Map 1. Gaul at the time of the Roman conquest.

Source: Xavier de Planhol and Paul Claval. An historical geography of France. trans. Janet Lloyd, (Cambridge:
Cambridge Univ. Press, 1994), Figure 3.
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Map 2. Early Roman Gaul (also showing portions of Germania).

Source: James Bromwich. The Roman remains of Brittany, Normandy and the Loire Valley: a guide book.
(Peterborough, England : Lucina Books, 2014), 21.

By examing maps of different regions and varying centures, one thing becomes very
clear — the map of Europe never stopped changing, as we can see in Map 3. Even though it
goes well beyond the end date of AD 235, and shows an area greater than Roman Gaul, it
most importantly illustrates that while some people stayed in their ‘ancestral homes,” others
continued to move throughout the centuries. The later centuries of the Roman Empire

frequently involved dealing with the movement of peoples, many of whom were seen as a
threat, such as the Goths, the Vandals, and the Huns.
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Map 3. Incursions into the Roman Empire by Germanic and other peoples, ca. 200-475 AD.

Source: Wayne E. Lee. Waging War: Conflict, Culture, and Innovation in World History. (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2016), Map 5.1
In maps reconstructing Britain / Britannia, the island starts as a series of predominant

tribes and slowly evolves into a compartmented Roman province.
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Map 4. (Left) Major tribes of first century AD Britain.

Map 5. (Right) Likely form of the successive reorganization of the provinces of Britannia down to the
fourth century AD.

Source: PeterSalway. A History of Roman Britain. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997), 36, 230.

Germans, during the period covered in this study, were a group of people that occupied
a large region of north central Europe, generally to the north and east of the Celts. As with
the Celts, they are defined by common linguistics (though Celtic and Germanic languages are
all a part of the Indo-European language group)® and descriptions found in classical sources.’
The term Germans or Germanic in this work is applied to the peoples who lived in modern

Denmark, the Netherlands east of the Rhine, Germany and portions of Central Europe

& Malcom Todd, The Early Germans, 2" ed. (Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2004), 11-14.
Germanic language study was complex, and historical authors such as Suetonius noted the difference in Celtic
and Germanic languages. Mario Pei, The Story of Language. (Philadelphia: J.P. Lippencott Co., 1949), 26-28.
Frederick Bodmer, The Loom of Language. (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1972), 186-188. Nicholas
Ostler, Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World. (New York: Harper, 2005), 272-278, 281-295,
304-3009.

" Including Suetonius, Diodorus Siculus, and Tacitus.
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(ancient Magna Germania), as well as portions of modern Austria and Switzerland (ancient
Raetia and Noricum).

Our primary source of information on Germany and its inhabitants in the first century is

the Roman author Tacitus who, along with his works, will be discussed extensively in later

chapters. If we look at Germany in this period, we see numerous tribes that later moved and

occupied other regions of western Europe, including the Goths, the Burgundians, and the
Lombards.
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Map 6. Germanic tribes in the first century AD.

Source: Patrick Karl O’Brien. Atlas of world history. (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2007) 56.




Hispano Celts and Celtiberians are largely defined by art, language, and classical
sources.® Celtiberians comprise a specific group of tribes that occupied the mountainous
region in the central northeastern part of the Iberian Peninsula. Hispano Celts included those
Celtic inhabitants of Spain and Portugal who were not Celtiberians. Unfortunately, even in
classical times, authors were not entirely sure of the boundaries of Celtiberia and areas of
occupation by other ethnic groups. Today, it is easiest to place Celtiberia in central
northeastern Spain and Hispano Celts in northern Spain and a small portion Portugal.
Territorial boundaries were flexible, rather than fixed. Modern scholars are not even sure if
some of the tribes the Romans discussed were Celtic. They shifted over time as people

migrated.

Unlike central Europe — with its transition from the early Iron Age Hallstatt to the late
Iron Age La Téne culture — the Celtic population in the Iberian Peninsula seems to have roots
stretching back into the Bronze Age. As more people migrated into Iberia, the cultures in the
peninsula evolved into a unique cultural tradition. The Celtic material culture that emerged
in Iberia appears different from the Celtic material culture found in other parts of Europe and
is less distinguishable or solidly identifiable as La Téne.®

What is actually known about the Iberian Peninsula in the pre-Roman period is that it
was multicultural, with Iberians, Phoenicians, Celts, and amalgamations of these groups

coexisting in different regions (see Map 7).

8 Alberto J. Lorrio. “The Celtic Peoples,” in Iberia: protohistory of the Far West of Europe: from
neolithic to Roman conquest, ed. International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences, and Antonio
Almagro Gorbea (Burgos: Universidad de Burgos: Fundacion Atapuerca, 2014), 217-250. Classical authors
include authors such as Strabo, Appian, and Sallust.

® Lorrio. “The Celtic Peoples.” lberia: protohistory of the Far West of Europe, 218-220.
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Map 7. Pre-Roman peoples of the Iberian Peninsula.
Source: Martin Almagro-Gorbea. “Mediterranean Iberia: The Iberian Peoples,” in lberia: Protohistory of the

Far West of Europe: From neolithic to Roman conquest, ed. International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric
Sciences, and Antonio Almagro Gorbea (Burgos: Universidad de Burgos: Fundacidn Atapuerca, 2014), 285.

This study is specifically interested in the Celtic populations of this region. Hispano
Celts, Celtic migrants, and Celtiberians were concentrated in the northern and central portions

of the peninsula (see Map 8).
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