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MEDIEVAL AND MODERN NEW TOWNS.
A comparative study.

Summary.

This study was generated by the writer's twenty years of responsibility for
the architecture and olanning of Runcorn new town in Cheshire. It draws on this
experience to chart the development of Runcorn and the towns founded by Edward T
in North Wales between 1277 and 1284,

The work is written in two principal sections dealing with Runcorn and Conway
respectively and concludes with a chapter drawing together those points of
comparison and contrast made apparent by the main body of the work.

The first section in each part examines how these new towns each formed part
of a larger programme of town building designed to re-orientate regional
economies in the aftermath of war. The process of planning the new towns 1is then
discussed in the context of contemporary functional requirements and the
constraints imposed by the selected sites. The origins of the settlers
recruited to the new towns is analysed and a theory put forward concerning the
methods whereby the medieval new towns were populated by the royal administration.
The problems of land assembly are examined and the remarkably similar principles
of financial compensation for acquired land that were adopted in the medieval
and modern periods. The administration and internal organisation of the new
towns are comnared and how these related to local government which itself was
reorganised contemporanéious1y with the development of the new towns. The basis
of the economic 1ife of the towns is examined in the context of wider economic
factors affecting the financial fortunes of medieval kings and modern democratic

government. The trades and occupations of the early settlers are analysed and the
“relationship of the royal administration and the development corporation to the

social and economic 1ife of the new towns. Internal trade and how this was
affected by external lines of communication is considered and the concluding
part of each section of the work deals with the settled towns and their

relationship to the regions in which they were planted.



MEDIEVAL AND MODERN NEW TOWNS.
Introduction.

This study arises from my work as chief architect and planner for Runcorn
New Town. I joined the new town corporation at it's inception and have recently

retired after seeing the completion of the planned phase of the new town's
growth. For the first ten to fifteen years of such a rapid nrogramme of
construction little time was available to widen one's horizons beyond those of
the job in hand. As the new town grew towards maturity it became nossible to
consider the broader consequences of new town developments and their influence
on regional structure and history.

tscape from the pressures of Runcorn to a weekend home in North Wales was
at first purely for relaxation but the realisation that Conway and Runcorn were
both parts of a new town continuum that had been progressing for over two
thousand years kindled an interest in the problems of medieval new town
development. This was further enhanced by my responsibility in Runcorn for the
archaeological excavation over a twelve year period, and the eventual
construction of a site museum, at Norton Priory. Archaeological staff within
my department imbued me with an interest in medieval 1ife and the relationship
of Norton Priory to Runcorn and Aberconway Abbey to Conway added another
dimension to the area of potential comparisons.

It has not been possible to carry out a comparative study on a strictly
statistical basis as surviving medieval records do not supply sufficient material
for such analysis and this study, therefore, concentrates on the social, nolitical.,
and economic development of medieval and modern new towns. For similar reasons
it has not been possible to confine the study to two towns, each illustrating
their period. although this has been the aim of the study in it's broad aooroach
But both Conway and Runcorn were constituent parts of programmes of new towns
“building that had effects on their regional economies and this factor
- necessitated frequent reference to the wider implications of new town development.

The paucity of medieval records does in certain areas lead to attemoting to
make bricks without straw whereas in the modern period the great volume of
paper accumulated by the develooment corporation created quite different
problems, Here 1t was more of a problem of directing attention to the saliert
noints by distillation of a great volume of material into a concentrated form.
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tven in Runcorn, however, the records were far from complete for a retrospective
study. The records kept by an organisation relate to it's function and the
function of Runcorn development corporation was to build. For example, no
statistical records of residential or industrial duration of stay, or

relationships between the people of the old and new towns were kept by the
corporation as these were not relevant to the ongoing task of the organisation.

Such information, where required, had to be abstracted from general records or
established by survey. Another problem with modern records is one of

confidentiality. Much information given to the corporation, for example on the
size of industrial workforces, was done so in confidence and, although available

to me, could not be directly quoted. I have therefore had to aeneralise with

regard to certain areas of the new town development where I would have preferred
to be more explicit.

Another unfortunate factor affecting both the medieval and modern records
was deliberate destruction. Carnarfon was sacked by Madog ap Llewellyn and

many of the records of the royal administration in North Wales burned. When
Runcorn development corporation was absorbed into Warrington development

corporation in 1981 and the Runcorn offices vacated, the new town filing system
was "rationalised." This involved the shredding of much duplicated material
but also material that was thought to be of no future value. Amongst such
'worthless' records was the new town's press-cutting files from 1964 to 1981.
Additionally I have been unable to trace such important files as those relating
to the public enquiry into Runcorn's master plan although, in theory, they
still exist. I have therefore had to depent for certain information on related
files and my own personal, but far from complete, diaries and records.

Completion of this study suggests that much more research needs to be done
into the long term effects of planned development of new towns and thejr
influence on the economy and development of a region. The essentially confined
scope of this work attempts to show how much North Wales and Merseyside have
been affected by new town building and, if future decisions on the direction of
government investment into such planned development is to be properly considered,
then further work is essential.

In conclusion I must record my thanks to the very many people that have
nelped me in carrying out this study. T have appended a 1ist of the organisation
whose staff have always been willing to guide and assist but, in addition I must
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mention some individuals. My thanks are due to Dr. Alan Dyer, at Bangor, for
his patient and careful supervision of my research and to many of my former
colleaques at the development corporation who have suffered my interruptions
of their work without protest. I am also indebted to Anita, Denise and Joanne
in Runcorn for their continuous assistance particularly during the final stages
of my work. Finally my greatest tribute must be to my wife, who has not only
typed this thesis but acted as adviser, on occasions as driver, has corrected
both my grammar and my spelling, and has often made sense where none was
apparent before.

Roger Harrison,

"Croglofft",

Borth-y-Gest,

Porthmadog. 15th April, 1985,
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CONWAY .
The foundation of the new town.



The history of the Welsh wars of Edward I and the consequent legal and
administrative reorganisation of the North of Wales has been written in great
detail by Morris and Waters respectively. (1). The administration of the new

boroughs and the details of castle building have each been studied in areat
depth by Lewis and Taylor. (2).

It 1s not the intention to repeat these works but it is necessary to

sketch in the background to the planning and building of the new towns in order
to make sense of the more detailed examination to follow.

Edward I's personal interest in North Wales began in 1254 when his father,
Henry III, granted him the four cantrefs of the Perfeddwlad between the rivers

Dee and Conway that had been ceded to him by the Treaty of Woodstock in 1247.
This territory, together with the county of Chester, was to be administered
from Cheshire as a single unit and a chief justice, forest bailiff and
escheator were appointed to operate from Chester. Such appointments had
existed for the county of Cheshire alone from much earlier so the officials
who were to take control of the larger area were experienced in their roles
and a royal exchequer well established. (3). Continuing military pressure
from the VWelsh men from the uplands on the more fertile borders of England
stopned the plan to expand the territory administered from Chester until 1284
when the Statute of Rhuddlan created the new Welsh counties and the shernff

of F1int was to be "subordinate to our justice of Chester and answer for the
issues of that commote at our exchequer of Chester." (4).

In the intervening years war and peace alternated despite the peace made
with Llewellyn by Henry III at Shrewsbury in 1267. After the succession of
the new king in 1272 the situation deteriorated and Llewellyn failed to do

homage to Edward even though in 1275 the king had travelled to Chester. The
king soon left Chester "on account of the contempt with which the prince

treated his invitation". (5). The following year the sheriff of Chester,

Robert de Huxley, was killed in Wales, Llewellyn's bride to be, the daughter

of Simon de Montfort, was intercepted on her way to North Wales and preparations
were made for war. Although the king's council did not determine "a national
war upon Wales" until November of 1276, by the preceding month arrangements

were being made to ship corn from Dublin to stock the granary at Chester

castle. (6). Even in 1275 the events of two years later were foreshadowed



in Chester by a clause in the lease of the town mills relieving the farmer of

the responsibility for repair if the mills were to be damaged by war and also
agreeing to pay the usual fee for corn-grinding if "throuah war a garrison

stay 1n Chester and grinds its own corn without toll or if the king do stay
there and do the like." (7).

The start of 1277 saw the commencement of military operations on a limited
scale centred on the marches of Cheshire and Shropshire but by July Edward musterec
his full army at Worcester. The army moved to Chester and, with engineers and
woodcutters moving forward to clear the way for the passage of the main body
of troops, reached Deganwy by September 1st. Within two months Llewellyn was
obliged to concede to inevitable defeat and a treaty was signed at Rhuddlan on
November 9th, 1277 by which the Perfeddwlad was surrendered to the Enalish
kKing. Immediate steps were taken to reinforce the king's hold and the new
castellated boroughs at Flint and Rhuddlan were created to house English
garrisons and to become commercial centres in the conquered territory. The
royal castle at Builth in central Wales was reconstructed and the castle and

town walls at Aberystwyth completed so that Llewellyn's remaining land in the
north west of Wales was surrounded by English held strongholds. Grants of

land were made to various nobles who had fought with the kina, including
Llewellyn's brother Dafydd. He received substantial lands around Denbigh and
was granted the hand of Elizabeth Ferrers, daughter of the former Earl of Derby.
Whilst on route from Wigrcester to the war in Wales the kina stayed in Chester
and on Auqust 13th laid the foundation stone of Vale Royal abbey. This great
project had originally been nlanned by the future king in 1263 to house a
colony of Cistercian monks from Darnhall in Delamere Forest and the whole of
the financial issues of the county of Chester were to be devoted to the abbey.
Its main relevance to the creation of Edward's new towns in North Wales is
that builders were recruited from all over England to work on the Abbey and
some of these men, notably the master mason Walter of Hereford, were

subsequently recruited to work and live in the new boroughs. (8).

The peace established in 1277 did not last and in 1282 war broke out
again. Dafydd, dissatisfied with his rewards and the frustration of his
nersonal ambitions, attacked and overran Hawarden castle near Chester.
Attempts to storm the new castles at Flint and Rhuddlan were unsuccessful but
the attacks caused the whole of North Wales to rise against the king. The
news reached Edward on 25 March 1282 and his armies were immediately mobiltsed



in Chester and Montgomery. Attempts by the Archbishop of Canterbury to
mediate failed and the war continued throughout that year culminating in the
death of Llewellyn in December. Despite continued resistance from Dafydd the
war was virtually over and in March 1283, the king was at Aberconway with his
army, engaged in planning the construction of his next great castles and their
accompanying towns at Conway, Carnafon, Criccieth, Harlech and Bere.

As with Rhuddlan and Flint these were to be both military aarrisons and
English towns under the direct control of the king. Other such foundations
were established at Denbigh and Ruthin by the lords to whom they were granted
for their part in securing the defeat of the Welsh. As will be described
below work on establishing the English settlements continued apace and a
relatively peaceful period of Anglo/Welsh relations commenced. This continued

until 1286 when Rhys ap Meredudd rose in South Wales and skirmishes went on
until 1291 when Rhys was captured. In 1294, when the King's attention was

directed towards Gascony, trouble broke out again and Madoc, son of the late
prince Llewellyn, sacked the new town and castle of Carnarfon. The widespread
trouble was not supressed until the following year and caused the king ton take
the decision to strengthen his hold on North Wales by the establishment of his
last castellated town at Beaumaris on the isle of Anglesey.

In a period of less than twenty years between 1277 and 1295 Edward had
estahlished eight new towns and peopled them with nearly five hundred Enalish

families. (9). The Kings of England had for a long period heen involved 1in

the nlantation of new towns and Edward's Welsh programme was not carried out
without considerable earlier expmerience in Enaland and Gascony. Both his
grandfather and father had founded new towns and, prior to 1272 when he

became king, Edward had been administering Gascony on his father's behalf.
Gascony had been nlanted with a sizeable cron of new towns and contemooraneously
with the VYelsh programme the king was engaged in the re-location of sea-
inundated Winchelsea in Sussex by the creation of a totally new town. (10).

Fven after the end of the period of Welsh plantations Edward was engaged 1in
new town plannina. His attention by then had shifted to Scotland and he

planned to rebuild the sacked border town of Berwick on the Welsh pattern. To
consider the best way of proceeding he ordered that twenty four English Towns
were "to elect men from among your wisest and ablest who know best how to
devise, order and array a new town to the greatest profit of ourselves and

of merchants." (11).



The plantations in North Wales were, therefore, not the first or last
exercises undertaken by Edward I, nor were they unique in their physical
concent. What was unique was their almost complete occupation by alien
immigrant families drawn from origins many travelling days distant. Additionally
the region where they were planted was relatively undeveloned in tems of
ex1sting urban centres and a money and market orientated economy.

Before the Welsh wars mainland north-west Wales had only two urban centres
of any size. Both were west of the main mountain massif of Snowdon and
respectively on the north and south shores of the Lleyn peninsula. Both Nefyn
and Pwllheli were princely maenors and so became part of Edward's territory
Dy right of conquest. Pwllheli in 1284 had only twentyone householders but
Nefyn had fifty free tenants paying cash rents to their lord. (12). Nefyn was

an important location on the pilgrim route to Bardsey and Llewellyn had a hall
there which was appropriated by Edward in 1284. The functions of Pwllheli and

Nefyn as market-centres was acknowledged by the king, who, by insisting on all
rents and renders being in money, probably hastened the growth of a money
economy on the Lleyn peninsula and with it the growth of the "horoughs'.

Nefyn had doubled its population by 1293 and by the middle of the fourteenth
century both towns were enfranchised on a similar basis to the English boroughs.
Notwithstanding the rapid growth of Nefyn it was, in 1293, no larqer than the
new town of Conway was from the date of its plantation in 1284.

Possibly larger than Conway in ponulation and certainly in terms of annual
value was the town of Llanfaes on Anglesey. The full range of borouah
activities were well established by the date of the conquest and it operated
as the commercial centre of Gwynedd. (13). As with the two towns on the Lleyn
peninsula Edward was content to receive the annual issues amounting to nearly
£80 but otherwise not to interfere with them. But in 1294, ten years after
the foundation of the mainland Gwynedd boroughs, the revolt of Madog ap Llewellyn
broke out and considerable damage was done to English interests. Originating

in Anglesey the rebels attacked targets on the mainland and succeeded in
ransackina Carnarfon and killing the sheriff, Roger of Pulesdon. The success of

this attack caused Edward to rethink his strategy once the revolt had heen
crushed. His 1284 policy of encircling Snowdonia with coastal towns and

castles was clearly inadequate. He had thought that the isolation of Anglesey

by the Menai Strait and the siting of new towns at either end of the strait would



ensure no danger from the island. The problems caused by Madoc made him decide

to build a castellated town on Anglesey and Beaumaris was founded. Strategic

and commercial considerations dictated its location which was virtually identical

to that of Llanfaes. Two towns, one English and one Welsh, on one site was not

acceptable and Llanfaes was, as a consequence, to be removed. Its commercial
activities, its market rights, and even some of its houses were transferred to
Beaumaris and most of its Welsh residents to another new town in western
Anglesey at Rhosyr. In 1303 this new town, to be called Newborough received
its charter based on that granted to Rhuddlan. Newborough, being Welsh, did
not need the castle walls that were essential for the English boroughs and
incurred Tittle expense for its founder. By this date the exnenses of the
Welsh building programme had risen to a total of £80,000. (14). The king's
attention was now principly focussed on Scotland and even the works at
Beaumaris, so critical to the defensive strategy only five years earlier, were
starved of funds. The castle remained unfinished and the town was not walled

and did not become so until a century later. The king's great monastic nroject
at Vale Royal suffered from the same problem of lack of funding causinag the

works to be largely unfinished even as late as 1336. What would have become
a monument to the king's activities in Cheshire and North “Wales and for which
all the issues of Cheshire were originally intended lost its financial

support to the king's military activities firstly in Wales and then in Scotland. (1

In August 1277 the king and queen had laid the foundation stone at Vale
Royal and by 1280 over £1500 of Cheshire money was paid towards the work at the
Abbey. In 1281 Reginald de Grey was appointed justiciar of Cheshire to farm
the county at 1000 marks a year but with the outbreak of war in 1282 Grey became
actively involved in the military campaign and the responsibility for
administration of the county and the Perfeddwlad passed to a royal clerk,
William Perton. (16). It was to be Perton who masterminded the organisation of
finance and supplies for the construction of Conway, Carnarfon and Harlech from '
his offices in Chester, Flint and Rhuddlan. He was not a Chester official but
a clerk in the royal wardrobe and his first experience of Welsh affairs was in
June 1277 when he was despatched from the royal court at High lycombe to recruit
masons and collect money for their expenses from a merchant of Lucca at
Boston Fair. (17). By August of that year he was in Wales as keeper of the

works at Flint and organising the finance and establishment of the two new

towns. (18).



By the outbreak of the second campaign he had experienced the whole pracess of
castle and town building, the allocation of land and burgages, and the
organisation of money supply and was undoubtedly an appropriate man to manage
the logistics of the second and more ambitious campaign.

On December 11th 1282 Llewellyn was killed at Orewin bridge and the war
was virtually over. Dolwyddelan fell early in 1283 and Edward pushed northwards
up the western bank of the river to reach Aberconway by March. This
remained the base of the English army for the remainder of the war which
finally ended with the capture of Dafydd in June 1283, (19)., The king,
immediately upon his arrival in Aberconway, started the process of planning
and arranging for the construction of the new town. On 30th March Richard the
Engineer was despatched from Conway to his home town of Chester with a writ
addressed to Perton instructing him to arrange tools and men for the construction
work at Conway. (20). Richard went on from Chester to Newcastle under Lyme
with a letter to the town bailiffs. (21). Newcastle was a town held by the
king's brother Edmund and a centre of iron ore mining and metal manufacture
and Richard's letter instructed that smiths and materials were to be sent as
he instructed, Perton was also instructed to mandate variaous county sheriffs
to send masons to Wales to supplement the considerable work force already
working on the castles at Flint, Rhuddlan and Hope, As he had heen during the
period of the war when he was instructed to arrange forwarding of money, foad
and weapons William Perton remained under continuous pressure to arrange
supplies. (22). From March 1283 the emphasis was on construction
requirements. Perton was to send sawyers, carpenters, wax, string, canvas,
brattices, wine, cart harnesses, timber from Liverpool and, above all, money. (23).
As the king moved about England and Wales he was kept in close contact with
progress and during 1283 Pertons instructions emanated from such diverse
sources as Conway, Carnarfon, Rhuddlan, Macclesfield, Herefard, Worcester, and

Leominster. Not only did Perton have to arrange the supplies for buildinc bhut
also personally carry out other duties as instructed. In November he was told

to go to Rhuddlan to report on the health of the king's family and their
entourage and to supply their needs in regard to money or anything else they

needed. (24).

[ =

Meanwhile at Conway construction work under the direction of the kina's
chief architect, James of St. George and his deputy, Richard the Engineer of
Chester, continued rapidly so that by October 1284 the abbey had been rebuilt
at Maenan and the castle and town of (Conway had already incurred expenditure



of over £5000. (25). Sir William Cicon was apbnointed as constable of the new
castle and his garrison established alsa in October 1284. (26). The previous
month had seen the granting of the royal charter to the new towns of Conway
and Carnarfon on the 8th September. The first reference to 'burgesses of
Conway’ survives from that same day when two burgesses were given protection
to go in the king's barge to trade. (27). Vork continued in the following
years on completion of the castle and construction of the town walls and all
~were substantially completed by 1287 when nearly all of the total cost of
£14,500 for the works at Conway had been expended. (28). Contemnoraneously with
Conway the new towns and castles at Carnarfon, Harlech, Criccieth and Rere
were constructed although the expenditure on the castles at the latter two was
not commensurate with the major projects at Conway, Carnarfon and Harlech.
From the beginning of the Welsh campaian and the construction of the castle at
Flint until the comnletion of Beaumaris and the rebuilding of Carnarfon it has
been estimated that approximately £100,000 was spent. (29).

The design and organisation of the building works was an extraordinary
achievement of architectural creativity and organising skill, and the loagistical
support and financial organisation a triumph of medieval administration.
Complementing these skills was the overall strategic concept of the coastal
ring of sea-accessible sites and the peopling of the completed towns by

Englishmen with the necessary variety of skills.

A great deal has been written about the design and building of the castles
and it is not appropriate here to do other than briefly comment rather than
expand on an already comprehensive literature. Their architectural qualities
are still apparent today in their ruined form although modern appreciation
tends to be conditioned by Victorian romanticism. They were not created as
romantic follies in an idealised rocky sea-edge setting but as carefully
considered architectural solutions to the problems posed by function, site and
current military technology together with a requirement to express the power
and invincibility of the conquering king. All of the sites were different in
their relationship to the sea, their tooography, and 1in relation to the

surrounding country and different design solutions were evolved in relation

to each set of problems. The same is true of the adjoining towns where, 1in

each town, a simple general principle of 'grid' planning to facilitate
subdivision was adopted but varied to suit the individual sites. The relatively

flat land at Flint gave rise to a formal arid layout for the town with the castle

peripheral to it. The nlan of the inner ward of the castle was a simple square

5



with towers at three corners and a detached double concentric qgreat tower
accessible across the moat from the fourth corner. This reqularity developed

into a more complex plan at Rhuddlan with the opposing corners of an
approximately symmetrical rhomboid being emphasised by double gate towers

quarding the inner ward. At Conway and Carnarfon the formal symmetry of the
earlier castles was abandoned and the castle and town plans moulded to the
requirements of the site. At Harlech a different single-axis symmetry places

the imposing double entrance towers to firmly face the hostile hinterland

and protect the sea access to the rear. The final castle to be built at Beaumaris

was not constrained by difficult topoaraphy and a formal double axis symmetry
was adoonted to produce the most intricate plan of all.

To build so many structures in such a concentrated period would suagcest
the adoption of a standard military nlan that would suit all circumstances and
could simply be repeated where required. Such a policy was adooted by the
church commissioners in the nineteenth century with their 'modified cothic'
standard churches or in the twentieth century by educational and housina
authorities faced with a large building programme. That it was not and each
site was given careful individual attention is a tribute to the team of

designers employed by the king.

The master of the king's works throughout the period was Master James of
St. George. He took his name from St. Georges d'Esperanche in the Savoy where

Edward I did homage on returning from his crusade in 1273. He worked on the
castle and tower of Yeverdon very close to the castle at Grandison owned by
Fdward's close confidante and the first Justice of North Yales, Otto de
Grandison. (30). Master James' arrival in England coincided with the

Welsh campaigns and that his was the guiding hand behind the variety of

design concepts expressed in North Yales is now generally accented. He was
ably supported by a number of experienced and competent associates, two of whom
require mention. Richard the Engineer was from Chester and acted as the deputy
to James of St. George. He was involved in the arrangements for the
construction at Flint in 1277 and worked in Wales throughout the entire period.
Much of the detail design work must have been Richard's but his great strenath
was undoubtedly his organising ability and his knowledge of local men and
materials. It is typical of the surviving records that matters of nolicy

seem to involve James but day-to-day organisation was Richard's concern.
Wwhereas James was despatched to Maenan to make an extent of the land required



for the abbey from the Earl of Lincoln, Richard was organising the ditches,
masons and stonecutters at Conway. (31). Walter of Hereford was recruited
to the king's service from Winchcombe Abbey in Gloucestershire where he was
the resident architect/mason. He moved north to take charge of the work at
Vale Royal Abbey in Cheshire before becoming master mason at Carnarfon Castle
where he became a burgess and landholder. He took his workmen from Carnarfon
to London to work on the new church at Grey Friars for the Queen and his
designs for the church had a major influence on English church design
particularly in the great churches in the two royal new towns of Hull and

Winchelsea. In Wales he had comnlete charge of the detailed work at Carnarfon

although the overall plan was conceived by James of St. George with Richard
the Engineer. (32).

These three men were amongst the greatest of English architects of their
day, but unlike their modern counterparts they were not only concerned with
design and construction detailing but were often principal sub contractors
carrying out major 'piece-works'. Although both James and Richard were

salaried they undertook contracts at Conway for masonry and carpentry.

The building work required all of the skill of these architects but also
considerable administrative support. William of Perton has been mentioned

above as the organising mind in Chester who ensured the supnly of men and
materials. Money was also required in great quantities as unless it could be
available on site to those in charge of the works then progress would be
halted. The sheriff of Anglesey had to petition the king for £44-11s-5id that
he had paid to James of St. George at Beaumaris as "the workmen would have
left 1f they had not been naid." (33). Similar problems had arisen earlier

at Builth and Carnarfon and the transportation of the great quantities of

silver pennies necessary to pay the workmen was also a considerable
organisational problem. Men were sent to London, York, Chester and Dublin

for cash and as the return journey to London took at least eighteen, and on
one occasion forty two days, considerable financial pre-planning must have
been undertaken. The expense of the Welsh war and subsequent construction
programme put a severe strain on the royal finances and as early as 1282 the
king wrote to Margaret, Queen of France, asking to be excused the subsidy he
had promised as he needed all hjs resources for the war which "Llewellyn and
his brother Dafydd are waging against him in Wales." (34). Availibility of
ready money when the king's own exchequers at London, York, Chester or Dublin
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were inadequate was ensured by borrowina from the Italian banking societies.
The Riccardi were the king's chief bankers for the period of the Welsh
operations up to 1294 and, in return for revenue concessions 1in respect of
customs collections and wool marketing, were able to provide the king with

whatever cash was required. (35). When the Riccardi of Lucca went bankrunt
the Frescobaldi of Florence took over. In return they controlled the collection

of royal customs and receipt of the payment of royal debts to the extent that
on the king's death most of the financial administration of the realm was 1in
the hands of the Frescobaldi. (36). The financial overstretchinag of the king
had repercussions in Wales where snhortage of funds left the castles at
Beaumaris and Carnarfon incomplete. The stripping of the assets of the Irish
Exchequer created resentment and agitation in Ireland where the Irish were
reported as "more elated than is their custom; some make war and others move
towards war." (37). The king was forced to various measures such as calling
in coinage for re-minting in 1279. The imposition of a mintage charge of 9d
in the pound raised over £36,000 in five years, most of which went to nay tha
[talian bankers. (30). Various aids from both c]ergy and laity were required
and the tax of a fifteenth on movables imposed in 1294 to pay for the wars in

Gascony could have been a catalyst that snarked off the rebellion of Madoc which
in turn led to the repressive ordinances of the king forbidding the Welsh in

Nortn Wales the privileges of the English settlers. (39). Paradoxically the
financial nressures that were a factor in the causes of the rebellion made
necessary even areater expenditure for the reconstruc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>