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SUMMARY

Between £.1540 and 1640 at least 2500 Welsh students entered
Oxford and Cambridge universities and the inns of court in London.
Oxford had attracted many Welshmen in the middle ages, and continued
to receive the majority, who were at their greatest proportion to the
total student body in the 1590s., The popularity of Cambridge and
the inns emerged after 1600, centring on the admission of wealthier
students, Relative to population, North Wales counties were better
represented. Approximately two-fifths of registered university
Welsh entrants graduated B.A. or higher, and about one-fifth of the
inns' Welsh intake became barristers,

Areal affinities figured significantly in Welsh associations
with particular inns and colleges, Some colleges offered scholar-
ships and fellowships to the Welsh, and new endouments strengthened
these links. The presence of Welsh officials represented another
bond, while the cautions and quarantor schemes, especially at the
inns, further embodied areal ties, Kindred loyslties also counted.

This influx in admissions coincided with advances in Welsh
schooling, which leading social groups supported., Important
university bequests followed to assist Welsh students, notably at
Jesus College, Oxford, and St. John's College, Cambridge. Informal
financial contributions to the inns helped Welshmen there,

Interest in higher sducation was reflected in the professions.
The quality of the Welsh clergy improved by the early seventeenth
century, though there was still a dearth of divinity graduates,
and many Welsh students gained better preferment in England., Ths
traditional Welsh association with ecclesiastical and civil law
was superseded by the superior attraction of the common law, many
barristers benefiting from the new Welsh courts system.

University and inn alumni were prominent among Welsh members
of Parliament and among justices of the peace by the 1630s, The
educational experience contributed to Welsh cultural change, chal-

lenging the preconceptions of bardic learning and promoting new
literature and values,
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IN TROGDUCTION

Although there is a long and continuing tradition of writing the
histories of educational institutions in Britain and abroad, recent
works have placed different emphases from earlier efforts. Contemporary
studies seek to supersede past accounts by not only pursuing a trad-
itional functionalist approach to the institutions examined but also
by trying to place them in their changing social context and by
attempting to impose a more critical analysis of the content of the
sducation given at any particular time., Present work on the history
of the European universities, for example, clearly illustrates these
developments, as well as displaying a keener interest than evsr
before by historians of all periods in the central part played by these
universities in national development and cultural change.1 For instance,
the great advances in higher education since the eighteenth century
are now being well accounted for, and, indeed, forthcoming centenary
celebrations of some centres such as those of the University Colleges of
Wales at Bangor and Cardiff are likely to offer not merely institutional
histories but the prospect of some real advance in our understanding
of Epe impact of education on society, in this case Welsh society,
and of the structure of that society itself, thus supplementing work
already completed on education at other levels in modern Wales.

The rSle of higher education in Wales in earlier periods, however,
has been largely overlooked hitherto. Prior to the emergence of a
distinctive Welsh collegiate system during the late nineteenth century,
the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, together with the inns of

court in London, played a not insignificant part in the education of
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some llelsh social groups, and an assessment of their contribution
was long thought desirable. Some beginnings of an assessment are
made hers, principally in estimating the impact on Wales of education
at these places during the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries,
a convenient starting point in many respects since there were many
transitions in Welsh life during that period, politically, economically
and socially, which have been well noted and which can be related
to educational change., A.H, Dodd, alone, of historians in the past
made any attempt to assess the importance of higher education in
early modern Wales, Now more than ever a preliminary investigation
of this aspect of Welsh history seemed justified and practicable,
given tha exploratory works on the inns and universities by
L. Stone, W,R., Prest, D. Cressy, T.H. Aston and others, by which such
an enquiry could be measured.

While the sources to be covered seem inordinately extensive
for one nerson to tackle, an attempt was made to employ as representative
a selection as possible, to try to answer the many questions that arose.
The resultant thesis, it is hoped, will stimulate further investigations.
The thesis attempts an impressionistic account of the Welsh students
at U;ford, Cambridge and the inns of court drawn from the most useful
sources, yet it is, too, combined with as rigorous an attempt as passible
to assess the numhers of Welsh students and their proportion to the
whole student body.

It would be less than useful were matters left at that. Though
evidence from Wales, or about Welshmen, relating to the universities

would be valuable, it would still be unsatisfactory unless an attempt
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were made to show the Welsh student body in the context of Welsh

society itself, Thus, it has been possible to identify precisely some
of these Welsh entrants, Also, it has been possible to derive evidence
ahbout Welsh investment in education and to discover some of the students
who were beneficiaries, An effort has also been made to relate the
progress of Welsh students after they departed the inns or the
universities, to trace their r8le in Welsh life and how a higher
education played its part in their subsequent careers., In other words,
the individual and national benefits of higher education, as they

relate to Wales in this period, are considered.

The thesis examines, progressively and thematically, all these
aspects, beginning with an opening survey tracing the links with these
educational centres prior to the early sixteenth century. A detailed
statistical investigation follows, of the numbers of Welsh students
attending prior to 1640, their social status, their areas of origin
and the proportion who took higher qualifications, College, inn and
family racords, wills and inventories are used to reveal something of
the financial circumstances, living conditions and studies of Welsh
students., Higher education is then related to contemporaneous develop-
menég of schooling in Wales and England, and there is some detailed
examination of the financial provisions available to the Welsh student.

An assessment is then attempted of the impact of such education
upon Walas. The value or otherwise to the Welsh Church of a university-
aducated clergy is gauged, while the influence on the Welsh of the
inns and universities as disseminators of ideas of religious and

political orthodoxy and conformity is also considered,
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The importance of legal education as an avenue of advancement
is then noted by reference to the progress of Welsh common and civilian
lawyers. The educational background of those amateurs in the law,
the justices of the peace, is analysed to determine what preparation
was given them by the universities and the inns., Similarly, the
educational qualifications of Welsh legislators in Parliament are
briefly indicated.

Finally, the cultural implications of university and inn
attendance are considered, in terms of their innovative and subversive
effects on Welsh literature, language and general socio=-cultural

attitudes.

1. The History of the European Universities. Work in Progress and
Publications, nos. 1=3, 1977-79, ed. J.M. Fletcher (University
of Aston, Birmingham, 1978-80).




CHAPTER I

THE _MEDIEVAL BACKGROUND

During the sixtesnth and early seventeenth centuries a rapid
development occurred in the provision of general and higher education.
It was symptomatic of the social changes then witnessed, with the
need for men with both ability and wide knowledge to service the
growing requirements of state and landed administration. In
England three institutions in particular fulfilled the demand: the
two universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and the inns of court at
London, part of 'the Third Universitie of England'.1

1t was at these institutions that Welsh scholars, too, for
the most part, sought contact with the learning of the age, both neu
and traditional. They flocked there in considerable numbers by the
late sixteenth century, and, it is thought, at times in greater
number, by ratio of population, than their English counterparts.2
The strength of attachment of the Welsh to these three centres of
learning during the medieval period had bsen less obvious. Of the
three, Oxford University alone seems to have contained a significant
number of Welsh scholars,3 though the paucity of records in the case
of Cambridge, and particularly the inns of court, frustrates any
attempt to arrive at reasonably firm conclusions for the number of
Welshmen there,

Welsh Associations with the Universities

So obscurs are the origins of these institutions that early
modern antiquaries were given full scope to weave many legends asbout

their beginnings, particularly the universities. Wselshmen subscribed



to these legends. Charles Edwards, for example, echoed the views
of his contemporary, Anthony Wood, that Oxford University was
founded by Alfred, who had sent to Wales for the assistance of two
notable scholars, Asser and John D'Erigena of Monmouth.4 ales
figured in Cambridge's mythological past also. According to
Richard Parker, the collapse of the kingdom after Arthur's death
led Cambridge scholars to flee, 'to the shelter of the Woods in
Wales where Christianity always flourish'd‘.S
The origins of the two universities have continued to be a sourcs
of debate, even among recent writers.6 It is apparent, however, that
Oxford had become a centre of learning during the early twelfth century,

and among the teachers there was Geoffrey of Monmouth. Later, in

1184/5, Giraldus Cambrensis lectured there on his Topographia Hibernica,

and by then Cambridge was also becoming a centre of learning.7

The initial lack of corporate structure within these centres
of learning was typical of scholarly communities in Europe at this
time,8 and during the thirteenth century there were several migrations
of students between Paris, Oxford and Cambridge.g Graeco-Roman
learning, as interpreted by Christian writers, formed the basis of
education in the universities and was a suitable preparation for
service to the Church and the state. In northern Europe the clerical
character of education was re-emphasised, with theology being given the
greatest status, while in southern Europe Roman civil law became the
focus of intellectual pursuits.10 Although theoclogy was the queen of
studies, in reality it was the arts course which gave to the northern

universities their collective character and enabled their development as



'studia generalia'. The arts teachers, the regent masters, controlled
the administration of sach studium, Oxford and Cambridge included, and
issued proofs of qualifications and study - licences to teach and

degreas.11 In southern Europe, during the high middle ages at least,

the students themsslves controlled the affairs of their universities.12

The corporate identity of Oxford and Cambridge was also
strengthened by the attraction of the regular orders of the Church to
study and found schools there.13 Church control of the universities,
however, never developed as extensively as it did at Paris because the
secular clergy invariably associated themselves with the arts masters
and maintained their separateness from the regulars by having their
own colleges.M Moreover, the masters' authority in the English
universities was protected and enhanced by privileges and support
raceived from the Crown, resulting in pouwers of jurisdiction free from
the interference of the town communities, from local bishops and from
the papacy.15

Thess extensive powers were exercised in government by the
respective chancellors at the two universities, who were usually
elected from among the regent masters. The chancellors' courts, in
dealing with members of the universities, had considerable authority
in civil cases and in all but the most serious criminal matters, and
they had independent ecclssiastical jurisdiction also.16 Other
university officials, again elected by the regents, had fimancial and
business powers and powers of public control which they could exercise
over townspsople as well as over ths student body, which was a larags

and intrusive element.17



The student body consisted not only of genuine scholars or clerks
but also of their servants. 1In addition, superior members of the
universities, consisting of graduate students, were also included,
particularly graduates in the higher faculties, who were called
'masters'.18 A peripheral element comprised students who strugoled
to make their way in the face of so many costs and who often had to
resort to beqgging. Such pauper students included many Irishmen and
luelshmen.19 They, like many of the students, had to meet the charges
for subsistence, accommodation, fees for teaching and for being
allowed to prongress to degrees.zo A typical youthful entrant of
between twelve and sixteen years of aqe could be in residence for up
to twenty years before attaining all his qualifications, and after
1420 the terms of residence became mors complicated and expensive when
all students were required to belong to a hall or college.?1

Two sorts of halls were permitted, those of a purely residential,
often informal, character, and academic halls which were rented and run
by masters who would teach undergraduates or graduates, or both.22 Young
students were put into the care of these heads or principals of halls
and were provided with money for their upkeep (commons) by their parents.23
Senior hall members took charge of the younger members acting as
contracted tutors and creditors and exercising a moral or, in some cases,
a disreputable influence, as the behaviour of two Welsh students at
Oxford in 1461 shomed.za

During the late middle ages a more disciplined, better oroanised,
collene system appeared at Oxford and Cambridge, derived in part from

the example of the monastic hostels at the two towns. These lay colleces



relied on private benefactions and endowments for their establishment
and were often intended to prepare their scholars and fellows for the
Church or for administration. Teaching facilities sepa?ate from those
provided by the universities at large were made availabie to the able
students and the occasional poor scholars who were admitted.25 Durinag
the fifteenth century these facilities, which were superior to those of the
halls, were made available on a consolidated basis to fee paying
commoners.26

Medieval benefactors included the Crown, members of the clergy,27
and the nobility,28 who contributed endowments of land to provide
regular annuities. 1In some cases lands in lWales were involved, for
example, the alien priory of St. Clears annexed by Archbishop Chichele
for his foundation, All Souls College, Oxford, in 1437.29 Subsequently,
the dissolved priory and lands of Llangennydd were also civen to the
Collene by the Crown, which secured the College's rights against all
other claims. These grants no doubt contributed to the close link
between the College and Welsh students after the late fifteenth
century.30 Alien priories in Wales and the Marches were also granted
to CamEridge colleges, most notably to Godshouse founded in 1442. Lands
belonging to the alien priory of Creswall, Herefordshire, together with
all the lands and revenues of the alien priory of Chepstow were granted
to the College by royal charter,31 and a guarantee against all rival
claims was secured in an agreement between the Collsge founder,
William Byngham, and Henry Griffith, steward of the Duke of York, and
the leading figure in the area.32 Later on, the College gained further

revenue from the priory of Monmouth,33 and in quarantee at the end of



the century by Philip Morgan, physician and adviser to

Lady Margaret Beaufort, who was a notable benefactress to Cambridge

in her own right.sa

The involvement of Welsh students in university and town life

In the absence of a seat of higher learning in Wales, it was
Oxford University which held the greatest attraction for Welsh
scholars.35 The most recent estimate suggests that at least 390
Welsh students attended Oxford in the three or more centuries before
1500 and only thirty-nine attended Cambridge.36 The majority had
clerical associations, and St. David's diocese was especially well
represented at Oxford, while St. Asaph diocese was the best
represented among the few who attended Cambridge.37 The prospects of
clerical advancement were the clearest inducement for attending the
universities and it was suggested that they had a civilising influence
too.:,)8 It is unclear whether the final conguest of 1282, and the
political settlement in Wales thereafter, frustrated these prospects
and prevented attendance at the universities. The increased numbers
of Welshmen to be found at the universities by the late fourteenth
centugy may not only reflect the survival of more detailed information
about registration, but also a genuine relaxation of control and the
growing hope for better opportunities.39

Whether Welsh clerqy attended as a pretext for absenteeism is
uncertain.40 Papal dispensations became available, for example, for
Lewis ap Hywel of Aber, in Bangor diocese, to attend university in
1378 - perhaps assisted by Ringstead's bequest41 - and

4
Hugh ap Jevan ap Philip of Elfael, in St. David's, in 1425, 2



Clearly, university education for the most able offered a means of
ecclesiastical advancement even for Welshmen, such as John of Monmouth,
Henry Gower and Reginald Pecock.43 The Welsh clerqgy wh9 studied in the
higher faculties, as opposed to the arts, tended to concentrate on canon
and civil law rather than theology, presumably because they offered
better posts and positions.44 Not that the theologians produced by
Wales lacked ability or eminence. Many became prominent in the regular
orders like John David,45 or Johannes Wallensis and Thomas Wallensis, a
protege of Grossteste, who were of European renown as theologians and
philosophers.46

Welsh students resided in many of the halls and hostels at
Oxford and Cambridge. At the former they attended as many as forty-
seven halls, though there were a few where Welshmen seemed especially
to congreqate, such as St. Edward Hall, Hincksey and Vine halls and
Trillock's Inn.47 At Cambridoe, King's Hall was fairly popular
with the hJels,h.a8 Although no doubt ethnic loyalties made such halls
attractive, other factors also played a part. Thus, certain halls
lodged only students belonging to particular faculties; at Oxford,
Hincksey Hall and St. Edward Hall were places for leoists, while
Lawrence Hali took in only arts students.49 During the fifteenth
century several of these Oxford halls had Welshmen as their principals,
for example, Philip Burgeveny at St. Edward Hall, John Bergeveny at
Little Bedyll Hall and Richard Bulkeley at Tackley's Inn.50

The halls often varied in size and quality, siting and domestic
arrangements, but they also had common features such as the shared

chambers, the small study spaces, chapels, libraries and the communal



halls where meals, services and lectures would be held.51 The urban

location of these places presented health problems. Overcrowding,
coupled with the generally dirty, ill-drained environment, seen
particularly at Cambridge, presented many risks,52 and the better
planned, superior college foundations of the later middle ages were
an attempt to improve conditions,53 at least for the graduate students.
At Oxford Welshmen were drawn to All Souls and Oriel Colleces,
especially since both taught the two laws in addition to theology.sz1
Urban locations were foci for social disturbances, too, and for
crime, Welshmen were involved in the darker side of town=-gown relations
as much as any other group.55 Records of thirteenth and fourteenth

century Oxford indicate the part Welshmen played in armed assaults,56

murders57 and thef‘ts.58 111-feeling between rival hostels and halls
also brought tension, as in 1446 between Broadgates and Pauline Halls,
both of which had their Welsh element.59 Ethnic considerations played
their part in hall loyalties, the Welsh at St. Edward Hall, the Irish at
Aristotle Hall, for example.60 Group or 'national' rivalries permeated
many of the European universities, which their respective authoritiss
and governments tried to control.61 Divisions were also apparent at
Cambridge and Uxford,62 based on general regional identifications
betwesn North and South. Thus, the Scots and Irish and the North English
formed the Northerners, while the Welsh joined the other English as
Southerners.63 Quite early in the thirteenth century sufficient
governmental authority was secured by the university chancellors to

appoint officials to control these groupings. Although violent outbreaks

occurred between the respective ‘'nations' these were usually overcome



through arbitration.64 At times Welsh students enforced their own
identity through violence,65 which could only be curbed by threatening
to withdraw preferment.66

During the late fourteenth century, Welsh students were involved
in several severe riots which did little for their reputation,67 nor

that of

for/the Irish, for that matter, and the political instability of the
kingdom which followed, coupled with the Glyn Dr revolt, placed the
Welsh students in an invidious position. Some of the students were
clearly sympathetic to the rebellion and departed from Oxford to
join in the revolt. Others were hostile to Henry IV, if not to the
English, Yet, although authorities in the government and at Oxford
were suspicious of the Welsh students, there seems to have been no
victimisation.68 The penal legislation passed against the Welsh seems
to have left Welsh attendances at Oxford unaffected, though Parliément
was naturally concerned about the risks to public safety when
unattached students (that is, students who were not members of halls
or hostels) wandered the countryside. The Irish were an increasina
source of suspicion,69 and in 1429, following robberies and arsons at
Cambridge, the Welsh and Scots, as well as the Irish, came under the
scrutiny of Parliament.70

Whatever the effects of the rebellion, it was clear that by the
1430 s the Welsh were attending Oxford in large numbers,71 and that
some of them at least remained as riotous and as ill-disciplined as of
old, the saving grace being that others were 'honourable students

7
peaceful and quiet!',
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Welsh students and scholastic learning

For all such 'honourable' students, of course, most of their
time was spent preparing for degrees and there were manuals which
advised the student of his proqress in his studies from learning
grammar to completing his learning by becoming a doctor or master.
Advice was available, moreover, not only about academic preparation,
including building up a library, and securing money to meet the fees,
but also about a student's proper conduct and behaviour.73

A university entrant was usually expected to be already
conversant with Latin grammar, but in the medieval universities \
facilities were available for learning Latin and taking degrees in
grammar, which were useful qualifications for schoolmasters.74 Latin
grammar was an essential precursor to the-general arts courses at the
universities, which were taught mainly through lectures., The regent
masters gave ordinary lectures in which texts were analysed and placed
in their relevant context. Cursory lectures of a more dialectical
character were given by junior arts graduates, the bachelors, in which
the scholars were expected to participate by debating points of
releuance.75 Such teaching methods were common to all the university
faculties, not merely the arts, and they were practised not only in the
faculty schools but in the halls and colleges too. In addition, there
was the practice of disputation, whereby degree candidates were expected
to defend or oppose prescribed propositions. There were, finally, a set
number of texts which the student had to read before he could complete

the degree.76

Medieval university students were often very young when they were
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admitted into the arts faculty, usually because good schocling was
difficult to obtain, and, even allowing for various dispensations,
students who persevered took a long time to graduate, particularly
from the higher faculties.77 The arts courses were, according to
classical tradition, organised into the trivium and the quadrivium.
The former consisted of linquistic studies - Grammar, Rhetoric and
Logic (or dialectic). These were fundamental to other courses, and
they increased in popularity and depth after the eleventh century.78
The quadrivium subjects dealt with elements of formal logic, contained
in arithmetic, music, geometry and astronomy. 1In addition, elements
of natural science and philosophy were studied, especially towards the
end of the master's degree and were called natural philosophy, moral
philosophy and :etaphysics.79 Aristotle was the main authority in
0
most if not alf\these fields, coupled with other classical and
Christian authors and commentators.80 The scientific aspects of
Aristotle were given a fillip at the universities by the availability
of writings by Arab authors, while Aristotelian logic and metaphysics
formed the basis of medieval structure of thought in philosophy and
t hat of

theology, particularlQ\Aquinas, and, at Oxford, Duns Scotus.81 The
student's learning process was centred on these authors and sources,
and graduation came with the public display in disputation of the
candidate's knowledges and ability.82

The completion of the arts course to the degree of Master took
up to seven years, and if a student desired to pursue further studies

in the higher faculties to obtain bachelorships or doctorates, an

8
additional period of between eight and ten years' study was expected. 3
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Music and medicine were the least popular of the higher studies and
capable of 84

their body of knowledge proved the lease\developing. Law was

slightly more popular though never as much as in southern Europe.

This was because canon and civil law had only a 1imited.appeal, in

ecclesiastical or maritime law, whereas the large body of law in

England was the common law, taught at the inns of court. Nevertheless,

as we have seen, canon and civil law attracted many Welshmen. The

civilian students based their study on the Digestum Novum, while the

85

canonists studied the Decretals.
It was theology which gave Oxford its fame during{tha middle

ages, a subject of increasing importance during the fifteenth century.86

1t was the most time-consuming of all studies in the higher faculties.

A Master of Arts took seven years to qualify as Bachelor of Divinity

and a further two years wererequired for the licence of Doctor. 1In

these years specific texts were studied and disputed, largely drauwn

from the Scriptures and from the Sentences of Peter Lombard.87 Advances

in Aristotelian philosophy gave greater impetus to theological speculation

after the twelfth century and established a clear dichotomy between

reagson and faith. Medisval scholastic theologians attempted to reconcile

or account for this, and at Oxford several streams of theological

interpretation appeared - Grossteste's emphasis on metaphysical truth,

Duns Scotus' employment of natural philosophy as a basis to understanding

metaphysics, William of Ockham's extreme nominalism. Mathematics and

moral philosophy also benefited, though by the fifteenth century sll uwas

entwined in a highly complicated thought system which brought forth a

. . . 8
reaction in humanism.
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Welsh theoloqians no doubt participated in such scholastic
speculation as occurred after the twelfth century, though their exact
contribution is difficult to detect. In the thirteenth century
Thomas Wallensis, as we have seen, followed Grossteste,‘while towards
the end of the century Johannes Wallensis was conversant with the
latest philosophical commentaries of Averroes and Avicenna. In the
fourteenth century Thomas Wallensis, the Dominican, defended the
doctrine of the vision of saints and successfully altered its
interpretation by the Papacy.89 Anti-scholasticism, which Wycliffe
embodied in late fourteenth century Oxford, had its echoes in the
career of the Welsh scholar and layman, Walter Brut.90 For the most
part, however, the orthodoxy of scholastic thought prevailed,
consolidated as it was in the Constitutions of 1408 imposed on clerical

g
scholars by Archbishop Arundel, and by the founding of orthodox colleges. 1

Pre-university education in Wales

The intellectual ferment of the universities had little effect on

the outlook of the parish clergy.92 Indeed, this outlook may have
been formed more by Augustinian neo-Platonism, rather than by scholasticism

or .anything alsa,93 and there is little to show that well educated

clerqy in Wales, when they were resident, could do little to improve or
change the climate of thought.94 Nevertheless, the Church locally
fulfilled important responsibilities in education in the middle ages,
principally by training candidates for the priesthood. University
learning was incidental to this task, and the training provided at the
local level was not easily available for the laity.95

The various Church establishments taught Latin grammar, and other
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portions of the trivium, largely as interpreted by medieval commentators
such as Donatus.96 Song schools designed to prepare choristers were the
most elementary of these establishments. Music was, therefore, an
additional subject on the curriculum, and there were several such
schools in medieval Wales at the cathedrals and monasteries and at some
collegiate and parish churches.97 In schools of more advanced teaching
at the cathedrals there were capable and talented masters, as at
Llandaff and St. David‘s.98 A few of the collegiate churches were also
important educative centres for the clergy,gg and occasionally secular

and reqular clerqgy acted as teachers.100

No doubt the standard of education at these schools was often
variable and their social impact was limited. Their major function was
to prepare priests, and though some poor scholars may have been assisted,
it is probable that the only section of secular society to benefit
consisted of sons of the most prominent in each locality.101 The
parochial schools may have had a wider social commitment but by the end
of the fourteenth century, clerical monopoly of education was challenged
by laymen, particularly merchants' guilds.102 The founding of
Dswestry Grammar School by the Welshman, David Holbache, in 1407
illustrated this attempt to found a school independent of Church control.103
Wales lacked a strong urban community, however, in which secular education
could be maintained, and so, educational provision was largely the
responsibility and prerogative of the Church and of individual churchmen,
such as Dafydd ab Bwain, Bishop of St. Asaph.104

The classical learning of the trivium and guadrivium survived in

another form in medieval Walses, in the work of the poets, who themsslves
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were often clerqymen, but rarely university-trained.105 During the
high middle anes Latin grammar formed the basis of thought for the
manuals produced to instruct aspirants in poetic technique, grammar

0
and metre.1 6

The Welsh lords or ‘ucheluyr' were intimétely linked
with this sphere of learning and their patronage of the poets

extended to commissioning translations from Latin and french into
Welsh of popular texts and religious works.107 Moreover, by promoting
such learning and scholarship they encouraged their households to be
schools too.108 Many of the poets were lords and gentlemen in their
own right, possessing considerable cultural as well as social

inf‘luence.109

Adulatory poetry, the chief product of bardic activity at these
households, emphasised the virtues of leaders of society and made much
of that learning, traditionally and so long appreciated in a Welsh-

kindred -~
speaking, still AN dominated, society: grammar, poetry, heraldry,
genealogy and antiquarian or folk memory.110 This was to be seen,
for example, in the poems of Lewis Glyn Cothi and Gutun Owain.111
Welsh poets were also aware of, and acknowledged, the great value of

the formal classical learning of Europe, comprising the seven arts,112~

including rhetoric,113 and civil law.114 This appreciation may have
been more superficial than profound though there seem to have been
exceptions such as the gantleman poet, Ieuan ap Rhydderch, who attended
Oxford University, where he studied not only the works of Aristotle and
Ptolemaic astronomy but also chronolegy, French, and the Scriptures.115

The Welsh poets of the later middle ages also sang the praises of

leading churchmen, members of the secular and religious orders, since



16.

they, as much as the lay leaders of society, were important patrons.
In their case, the poets not only extolled their love and knowledge of
traditional Welsh learning, but they also praised their classical
learning, and their knowledge of canon and civil law and theology,
acquired at university, which they now revealed in serving their local
communities. Thus, the learning of the civilians, Dr. David Kyffin
of Llaru‘hr-.nsaadrﬂ.]6 and Dr. John Morgan, Bishop of St. David‘s,117 was
fulsomely praised, as was the wisdom and learning of some of the
university trained abbots such as Lleision ap Thomas of Neath,118
John Birchinshaw of Chester119 and Dafydd ab Cwain of Strata Marcella,
Strata Florida and Aberconuy, who became bishop of St. Asaph.120

Some of the touwns of Wales, more particularly along the Marches,
wvere cultural and educational centres,121 and DOswestry, after the
founding of the free School by Holbache, provided valuable pre-
university training.122 There was, however, no organised provision for
higher education in Wales, either before the conquest of 1282 or
afterwards. Welsh students had no difficulty in enrolling at the Enolish
universities, particularly Oxford, and the various Welsh rebellions,
incaydinq, as we have seen, that of Glyn Dﬁr, apparently did not disturb
the normal pattern. Glyn Dir's revolt, however, brought with it not
only the impetus to create the political unification of Wales but also
a scheme for establishing, by papal consent, two universities, one for
North Wales, one for the South. It is likely that the intention was to
create and keep an educated clergy within lxlales,123 and presumably

provide able clerks for the independent state., This followed a general

trend in Europe at that time, whereby many princes and rulers established



new ‘studia qeneralia'.124 Moreover, it is clear that Glyn Dir relied
heavily on the support of native~born, university-educated clergy such
as Lewis Byford, Bishop of Bangor, Adam of Usk and John Trevor II,

Bishaop of St. Asaph.125

Law and Welsh Society

The revolt reflected the social changes taking place in Wales,
which had begun before the conquest and which had accelerated by the
late fourteenth century., 1In particular, the revolt reflected the
frustration of an emergent Welsh gentry and the lower orders at the
worsening economic conditions and the apparent inequalities they faced
in the Principality and in the ‘marcher lordships.126 Not that English
rule had bean wholly oppressive, Indeed, much opportunity was given
to Welshmen, particularly local leaders of socisty, to participate in
administration, and these chances were taken fully. Even after
Glyn DOr's rebellion, and the expected reaction of Parliament, this
state of affairs altered little.127

Three systems of law converged in lats medieval Wales, native
Welsh law, English common law and the law of the marcher lordships.
Welshmen had to be conversant with all three, particularly those who
were most prominent in landed socisty. Indeed, men of ability and
acumen came forth to administer or practise these lauws. The rdle of
men such as Rhys ap Llywelyn ap Cadwgan of Llandyquy near Cardiqan128
was highly important since they were conversant with Welsh law,
particularly in its civil jurisdiction. Experts in Welsh law,

'dosbarthwyr', appeared in all the courts of late medieval Wales.

In the marcher lordships the law was an admixture of custom, of

17.
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Ennlish common law and of Welsh law, and the influence of English
common law was increasingly important.129 In the lands the Crown
conquered in 1282 criminal justice according to English law was applied
exclusively, while in some civil matters, too, Enolish methods did not
conflict with Welsh lam.130 The large majority of specialists in
English common law in YWales were £nclishmen, many of whom were from the
adjacent border counties.131 The wider application of Enolish law in
Wales, however, soon required that Welshmen became conversant with it.
Indeed, there were a few by the late fourteenth century who were
practisers of English law in Wales. The most famous of these, the one
most frenquently alluded to by the poets, was Sir Dafydd Hanmer, of
Hanmer in Maelor Saesneg. Originally of Enolish descent, the Hanmers
had become assimilated into the Welsh 'uchelwyr'. DOafydd Hanmer
became serjeant at law in 1375, rose to prominence in royal service
under Richard 11, was Justiciar of South Wales in 1381 and Justice of
the King's Bench in 1383.132
The influence of English law on Wales increased not only as a
consequence of the conquest and political settlement of 1284 but alsoas aresult
of spcial and economic changes, which affected the law of property.
Already in pre-conquest Wales there had been tendencies towards

adopting primogeniture, and these continued.133 In addition, Welsh

law itself became modified to facilitate the transfer of land.134
Further, English land law and tenure became more important, through the
influence of the Crown and of English settlers in Wales, and Welsh
landowners gradually gained an increased preference and knowledge,
acceptance and practice of English common law, which the careers of

David Holbache and Geoffrey Cyffin ref]ected.135
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It is difficult to determine to what extent this interest in
English law on the part of Welshmen led them actively to pursue studies
in it and even to become lawyers trained at the inns of court in
Westminster. There is no doubt that Sir Dafydd Hanmer trained there,
and it is quite possible that Holbache and Cyffin also were trained
there. Moreover, the growing relevance of English law in Wales may
be illustrated by the mythical account of Owain Glyn D0r's attendance
at the inns of court. Whether it was true or not, Glyn Dir epitomised
the forward-looking gentleman of his day in his capacity as a royal
official, his holding of lands by English tenure and in his being the
son-in-=law of Dafydd Hanmer.136

In comparison with English law, Welsh law had never been so
efficiently codified; nor was there an organised centre for training
lawyers to compare with the inns of court.137’ The century or so prior
to the conquest of Wales had witnessed a wholesale reorganisation of
the legal system in England. Royal and ecclesiastical influences on
law were combined and centralised courts were established under the
authority of the Crown. Lawmaking was advanced through the regular
calling of Parliament, and in the late thirteenth century the first
steps were taken by Bracton to systematise the existing common law of

England. Under Edward I royal authority to dispense law was extended

and trial by jury introduced.138

Later develapments in English law came about not only, through
parliamentary legislation but also by royal attempts to resolve the
conflicting jurisdictions of the established central courts of common

law, the Exchequer, Common Pleas, and King's Bench. The Court of
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Chancery arose to dispense equity, to determine issues not examined by
common law, while other courts - conciliar courts - more closely linked
to the Crown and independent of Parliament, came to deal with a variety
men's .
of matters such as pooﬁ\causes (Requests), maritime and commercial
matters (Admiralty), special felonies (Star Chamber). The Court and
Council of Wales and the Marches, established by Edward IV, was another
example, and it had wide powers of jurisdiction in civil and criminal
matters, interpreting common law and equity. Common lawyers were not
excluded from practising in these courts but these new institutions
also afforded work to authorities in Roman law, the civil aﬁd canan N
139

law graduates in the universities.

Ennlish leqal education

As a result of these various developments a body of professional
common lawyers emerged, with judges and a small élite of pleaders or
advocates, later serjeants at law, to arque cases.140 The growing need
for more advocates resulted in the appearance of 'apprentices', who were
to become the most numerous practisers of law at the central courts.

They becams organised in hostels or inns in London and these subsequently
seem to have developed as places for training 1awyers.141

The inns of court = Gray's Inn, Lincoln's Inn, the Middle Temple
and the Inner Temple = were self-governing fellowships of apprentices,
and as their teaching rfle increased on the admission of students or
clarks, they changed. Senior and experienced counsel were nominated to
give lectures or readings and to act as judges on the benches during the

mock trials or moots, which formed an essential part of learning court

practice. These readers and benchers as their intellectual
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responsibilities and status grew, assumed greater control over the
domestic and disciplinary organisation of the inns at the expense of
the voice of the remainder of their fellowship.

By the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries not only had
the benchers assumed a distinctive position at the inns, but there
also developed other lesser rankings among each fellowship, again
stemming from their educative activity. Lauwyers of some years'
membership in a fellowship wers nominated to plead the mock cases at
the various exercises held within the inns and they came to adopt the
degree of utter barrister, to distinguish them from the.other fellouws, -
who were called inner barristers, and whose active participation in the
exercises was minimal., Nevertheless, the inner barristers, too, as
practising lawyers of a kind, had status above the clerks who included
the raw students and the servants.

The internal importance of the status of utter barrister came,
during the sixteenth century, to have a wider significance in the
accrediting of pleaders in the courts of law, and this followed a long
period during which the legal profession had risen in importance in
Eng&and.142 The growing litigiousness of the time and the complexity )
of the common law made lawyers indispensable,143 and an alternative
calling to the Church emergsd.144 Social status was not a pre-~requisite
to entering this profession, and most of its members were drawn from
;he middling and lesser ranks of landomners.1a5 Only one family from
Wales of such origins, howsver, seems to have advanced through legal

practice in England during the fifteenth century, the Kidwelly family.

Originally minor gentry in Glamorgan, during the mid=- and late fifteenth

’
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century several of its members served the Crown or the duchy of Lancaster.
Geoffrey Kidwelly, a lawyer at Gray's Inn during the reign of Edward 1V,
was steward to the duchy, while his nephew, Morgan Kidwelly, a reader

and bencher at the Inner Temple, made a greater mark by gerving Richard,
Duke of [loucester, becoming his attorney general when the latter
succeeded to the Crown. He still retained some influence under Henry VII
as a councillor, and he practised at the Court of Requests. He was of
sufficient note to be knighted in 1501, and he purchased a sizeable

estate in Devon.1

Fducation and Society, and the implications of humanism

Kidwelly's progress was typical of the involvement of lawyers in
government and politics during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
Service to the Crown and to various lordships was a good avenue for
aldvancement.‘m7 Lordships in Wales and the Marches offered opportunities
for lawyers to act as stewards and clerks of local courts.1ae The
Farl of Worcester's estates in South lales, for example, gave valuable
employment to Welsh lawyers trained at the inns of court during the first
half of the sixteenth century.Mg The corporate towns and their courts
proyided a further source of advancement to the lawyer.150 As a result,
and for ths most skilled of practitioners in law, especially, the growing
demand for their services gave lawyers a higher status, if not esteem in
society.151 A reflection of this, as far as Wales was concerned, was the
success of lawyers from Monmouthshire, which had chanqed socially and
economically more quickly than the rest of Wales, IS the first half of
the sixteenth century, two lawyers with links with the area attained

some eminegnce in legal circles in London, Thomas Atkins and
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Sir Richard Morgan.152

Greater expertise, together with more thorough and extensive
training, were pre-conditions for the growing sense of_Professionalism
which affected lawyers at all levels to some extent, ané which became
apparent in other fields, such as teaching and medicine, during the
sixteenth century.153 There were also cultural consequéﬁces of this
change, for it has been suggested recently that it was through
lawyers that a relatively gentle transition in Europe was effected
from the ideals of medieval society which were absolutist and
transcendental to those based on pragmatism and which were secular.154 g

Such ideals were embodied in the intellectual and artistic
changes first witnessed in Italy during the fourteenth century and
which held common currency in Europe by the sixteenth century.

Italian humanism has been defined as the confluence of two streams

of study, of medieval rhetoriﬁ and of Latin literature, with the later
inclusion of Greek, to form a body of learning consisting of grammar,
eloquence, postry, history and moral philosophy. It was largely a
literary corpus, therefore, and it was by no means divorced from the
preyailing major intellectual tradition of the time, Aristotelianism,
while its subsequent influence on science and philosophy, albeit
important, was indirect.155 Humanists soon became essential figures
not only in Italian intellectual life, but also in state government.156
This followed the adoption of such literary studies, imitating the
ancient Roman education, at the Italian universities, and by the early
fifteenth century the term 'studia humanitatis' fully described these

interests.157 The Italian humanists' intsrest in antiquity was
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reflected in copying and editing classical works of all kinds,
commenting upon them and reviving ancient doctrines and ideals.158
The concept of 'virtd' became especially important, defining as it did
the responsibilities of the citizen to combine public thy with moral
integrity, generosity and learning, all of which were superimposed on
the late medieval ideal of gentility,

By the fifteenth century the classical renaissance had been
widely disseminated, through contacts with the Italian papacy and by
the attendance of foreiogn students at the Italian universities,

seeking not only law degrees but a specific classical education toc\.159

Italian humanists also attended other European courts and universities,160
and in fifteenth—-century England humanist thought was promoted by a few
notable patrons, such as Humphrey, Ouke of* Gloucester, or William Grey,
Rishop of Ely, and by teachers such as Stefano Surgione, who was at
Oxford in the 1460'5.161 A crucial phase occurred at the end of the
century with the contribution of largely Italian-educated, English
humanists, such as Grocyn and Colet, the outcome of whose work was a
modified English humanism that combined important elements of
renq&ssance thought, notably Platonism, with a strong and established
tradition of religious and clerical training. They had a profound
influence on f£nglish thought, and on the universities, in the first half
of the sixteenth century.162 Secular ideas as well as relinious heliefs
were affected, principally the application of the concepts of the active
life and virtue at a time of social change, qiving the gentry and
professional and mercantile groups new views of their role and place in
society, Humanist learning provided a training for administration and

leadership and a justification for status.163



25.

In England during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, secular
interest in education and learning increased, for these became
desirable attributes to distinguish an emergent gentry who were to be

164 Although Dean Colet and

administrators in the commonwealth,
Erasmus had advocated and prepared schemes for educational reform which
would relate to large sections of society, in effect, by the mid-
sixteenth century, the influence of the gentry, and their requirements
for educating their sons, became very strong, and broader humanist
plans were lost. Meanwhile, professional training, particularly in

law and the Church, continued toc be maintained and expanded by the

inns of court and by the universities. State control and interest in
education, particularly in the case of the universities, increased,
largely as a result of the religious controversies which were sweeping
Europe.165 1t was from England, and in the light of developments there,
that humanist ideas and an interest in education were to grow in Wales.
In the absence of an established court to provide patronage or of a
sound urban environment to nurture scholarship, it was inevitable that
Wales drew its intellectual ideas from England, from London and from
the_universities,

The renaissance idea of secular education reinforced the vocational
commitment of the inns and the universities, and in the case of the
latter some of the more altruistic aspects of humanist intellectual
activity were gradually absorbed. However unchanging, conservative, and
clerically orientated the curriculum of Oxford and Cambridge universities,

it is clear that as the fifteenth century progressed there was an

increase in the number of lay students in attendance, sons of the
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nobility and the gentry, with no clerical vocation and seeking less
specific enlightenment from the teaching, perhaps no more than a

'liberal" education.166 The needs of these classes were not met by any

specific alteration in the content of the education bué solely in the
preparedness of the universities and the colleges, and similarly the
inns of court, to make room for these non-specialists.w7 At the
universities, and to a lesser extent at the inns, these students would
be under rules of discipline and their minds would be trained in
classical knowledge and philosophy, in logical thought based largely on
medieval scholastical authority. When humanist influences made some
inroads into the universities - the inns of court were, formally,
unaffected - by introducing Greek and scriptural scholarship, it uwas
primarily for the benefit of students who intended becoming clergy.168
Such was the case at Oxford, at Balliol, New College and new foundations
such as Magdalen College during the fifteenth century,169 and at the
turn of the century the influence of the new humanism was reflected in
Lady Margaret Beaufort's benefactions at Cambridge, at Christ's Collegs,
at St. John's College, dirscted by Bishop Fisher, and in the endowments
made by Bishop Fox at Corpus Christi College, Oxford. Later, the ideels
ofﬂ;he Reformation also led to improvements in clerical 1earning.170

The universities, therefore, gave a sufficient, if not wholly
satisfactory, education to two emerging types of student. These two
types, however, were not clearly represented in the lists of Welsh
students who attended Oxford and Cambridge during the late fifteenth and

early sixteenth centuries. Although the numbers from Wales attending

Oxford and Cambridge were apparently increasing, the nature of the
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registration and biographical details serves only to identify the
scholars who became clergy.171 Only some slight evidence exists to
sugnest the presence of secular students from Wales at the universities
during the late fifteenth century. There is a list of battels,
probably for a university, concerning two sons of the prominent
Salushury family of Lleweni, Denbighshire, towards the last quarter of
the century, 2 while Sir John Wynn in his family history recounts the
progress of a ngentleman's son at Cambridge in the early sixteenth
century, in the service of a more affluent clerical stt.m?ent.wz‘J It is
only with the better ordered records aftler the mid-sixteenth century
that the lay, often non-graduating, students seem at all nromiment,
though their presence was no doubt established before then.

0f the clerical students from Wales at this time, few, it seems,
had imbibed much of the new learning. The Welsh cleray, however, still
had the major rdle tn play in education. It was to the leading clergy
in Ueles, not to the emergent gentry, that Oxford University wrote
seeking support to rebuild the University Church in 1490,174 and it was
the clergy who thouoht of making benefactions to university education;
for example, Henry Standish, Bishop of St. Asaph, who made substantial -
bequests to his order, the franciscans, at Oxford to assist scholars.175

Apart from the bishops and some diocesan officials, who were often
absentees, the educational background and training of the clergy in
Wales in the early sixteenth century left much to be desired, and were
at a qreat remove from the ideals set by the humanists of the new

learninny. The quality of the clergy in both the northern and the

7
southern dioceses of Wales was equally bad.1 6 In the deanery of
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Llandaff in 1535 only one out of forty-two occupied posts was held by
a graduate clergyman.177 Graduates were few and far between, though
where colleges had rights of presentation there were bgtter prospects
of graduates being preferred. All Souls College did pr;sent graduates
such as Philip ap Howell to its living in the deanery of Gower.1
Many graduates, however, were pluralists and therefore iikely to be
absentees or non—resident,179 and, indeed, many able clergy who
attended university did so by leaving their livings, often for extensive
periocds; for example, Maurice Guwynne, who held variously the livings
of Llandeilo in Elfael and Llanbadarn Fawr between 1437 and 1508, during
which time he was permanently resident at Canterbury College, Oxford,
\and was a university of‘f‘icial.wD Other Welsh clergy accepted livinags
only after their university career was completed; for example,
Richard Bedo, M.A., who had been Fellow and bursar of All Souls,
Oxford, before 1514. He seems to have left Oxford that year to become
rector of Gladestry, Radnor. Like many of the graduate clergy, he soon
found other livings in England, and thereafter was absent from his Welsh
living, preferring the benefices he possessed which were close to
Dxf0£9.181

1t was the Welsh clerqgy who resided away from Wales who were the
ones to come into contact first with the humanist culture of Europe,
especially of Italy. Although the Celtic fringes were apparently
untouched by it,182 a few Welshmen chosse to study in Italy during the
late fifteenth and early sixtesenth centuriss, usually after first having

attended the English universities. In 1493, for example, William Walter,

D.C.L. of Oxford, took a doctorate of canon law at Bologna, while in
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1513-15, John Pennant, B.C.L. of Cambridoe, studied canon law at

Perugia and graduated Doctor at Rome in 1524.183 Among the Welshmen

who experienced the influence of classical scholarship as well as
traditional scholasticism, at the English universities dﬁring the

later fifteenth century, was the civilian Owen Lloyd. Somewhat later

there came %two Welsh scholars who were associated with the actual
development of English humanism, Richard Gwent and Richard Mhitford.18a

Gwent, educated at Oxford, was an ecclesiastical lawyer and like Lloyd

remained essentially a medieval scholar. Whitford, by contrast, was

long in the mainstream of early English humanism. He was educated at

Cambridge, and, as chaplain and tutor to Lord Mountjoy, came into close

association with Erasmus in 1499, Later, he was chaplain to Bishop Fox,

the founder of Corpus, and was acquainted with Sir Thomas More. UWhen
finally taxed by the conflicts and divergences betueen the active,
humanist, and meditative medieval ideals of life, however, Whitford

chose the latter and entered the convent of Sion. Thereafter, he

followed, and wrote about, a rule of life governed by mysticism.
Occasionally, thers are signs that some of the resident Welsh

clergy during the early sixteenth century were not unacquainted with

classical authors such as Cicero,185 but it would be too much to say that

they saw these authors and understood them in the same light as the

European humanists., Humanist inspiration, even to the degree which

essentially medieval scholars like Guent and Whitford understood it,
required an urban environment and social contact such as was not to be
found in Wales, and perhaps only in London in the whole kingdom.

London,

in fact, became an important focal point for Welshmen of all callings,
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particularly after the accession of Henry VII, and it is no doubt as a
result of these opportunities for social advancement, together, perhaps,
with the greater interest in learning and education found in the capital,
that we are confronted with the earliest evidence of weish laymen making
provisions for education both privately, for their own kin, as, for
example, in the case of John Roden of Burton, Denbiohshire in 1512, who
was sergeant at arms to Henry VII,186 and publicly, as in the case of
Sir Thomas Exmewe of Rhuthun, who became Lord Mayor of London. In 1528/9,
he begqueathed sums of money to maintain poor scholars studying divinity
at Oxford and Cambridge and also desired that any residue ffom his estate
ought to be used to maintain poor scholars of good name and ability at the
universities.187

As will be shown in a later chapter; it is not long after this
that evidence from within Wales itself appears of the concern for
education, shown as private bequests to maintain sons and daughters, at
school or college, and as public bequests to aid and assist students
with scholarships, exhibitions and fellowships at the universities. This
concern for education may, no doubt, be accounted for in part by the
social and economic changes that were coming to fulfilment in Wales at
this time, as shown in the considerable changes in landownership, in
the consolidation of wealth and of estates - however small = and the
increased control of local affairs in thse hands of the emergent Welsh
gentry, who were composed of men of native Welsh origin and of English
settlers of the later middle ages.188 These changes were further
enhanced during the second quarter of the sixteenth century by the

dissolution of the monasteries and the dispersal of their lands,189 and
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also by the political settlement of Wales embodied in the Acts of

Union.190

Civic action and piety, ideals founded in the Reng}ssance and
in the Reformation, in however diluted forms, were accep;ad throughout
western Europe, and in Wales as in England they merged into the
developing idea of gentility.191 Traditional Welsh cultﬁral and social
values, embodied in the learnina and attitudes of the bards, continued
to have their place, but they proved insufficient to meet all the
demands of social aspirations and obligations.192 In particular,
some satisfaction of the need to be educated, or to seem<edu¢ated and
enlightened, was required. This, the universities and the inns of
court, as well as being centres of professional or clerkly training,
attempted to do, and Welshmen, like their ctounterparts throughout the

kingdom, resorted to these institutions either to fulfil professional

ambition or, more often, to reinforce social status and personal esteem,
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CHAPTER 1I1

WELSH STUDENTS DURING THE SIXTEENTH AND EARLY
SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES: A STATISTICAL SURVEY

The attractions of the inns of court and the universities

By the mid—sixieanth century several English commentators
remarked about the significantly changing composition of the inns
and universities, in which, according to Thomas Lever, an influx of
wealthy students was-depriving poorer students of scholars' places.1
Another writer, probably John Hales, remarked at the decline of real
scholarship as a result of this trend. Students sought a smattering
of learning at the universities and then departed to seek better posts
elseuhera.2

Howsver exaggerated some of these observations may have been, it
is nevertheless true that the inns of court and the universities tried
to accommodate the needs of sons of gentlemen and of others, who
desired a general rather than a specialised education.3 Indeed, the
inns of court sppeared to ba socially more exclusive in whom they taught,
preparing 'gantlemen of bload! to administer justica.4

The growing complexity of government and administration stressed
th; desirability of good education, and this applied not merely to
the acknowledged leaders of society, the aristocracy and the gentry,
but to others who had opportunities to advance. Hence the increase in
admissions at the inns of court and the growing lay presence at the
universities during the sixteenth century.5 Not that the education
provided at these places was necsssarily valuable or particularly

useful for such people beyond a formal preparation of the mind,6 but
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its acquisitizcn did denote status and esteem at a time of change.7
The sducation was more relevant and useful for those with professional
agspirations, particularly in the Church or in law, and the inns and
universities fulfilled these traditional functions even more strongly
during this period.B

Such influences and trends were reflected in the admissions to
these institutions of lsarning from Wales. Though generally poorer

in Wales

economically than England, the stress on status\vas as great, if not
greater, and there was nothing to precluds the wide adoption of
English ideas of gentility as the period progressed.9 Higher
education was a means, therefore, of fulfilling the aspirations of
many sons of gentlemen, yeomen and clergy in Wales, and particularly
of younger sons whose patrimony was somewhat threatened by the wider
enforcement and adoption of primogeniture.10 A clerical view in ths

early seventesnth century regarded education as an essential part of

gentility,

'deyparth bonedd dusk

mab heb Duske tu a lusk.'11

Welsh Admiesions to Oxford

The growing numbers of Welshmen at Cambridge end at the inns
of ;;urt were a new feature in the sixteenth century, and one which
did not develop at the expense of the traditional ties betwesn Welsh
scholars and Oxford. Although detailed svidence regarding admissions
at all these places is lacking for the period prior to the third
quarter of the sixtesnth century, there is sufficient evidence for

Oxford to form some conclusions., The appearance of a large number

of Welsh, or Welsh-sounding, names in the degree lists of the first
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half of the sixteenth century has been explained as part of the
influx of Welshmen into England, following the success of the
Tudors,12 and a recent estimate of the number of Welshmen at Oxford
between 1500 and 1540, using Emden's lists, provides a total of
202 men or 2-9 per cen; of all the names at Oxford in the pariod.13

The nature of the evidence necessarily providess little
informztion about the lay, non-graduating, studsnt, and relates

0

largelf\the careers of graduate clergy and lawyers. Evidance as to
the areas of origin of most of these students is deficient, and
estimates of the Welsh students must depsnd on the association of
likely surnames and patronymics, the membership of certain colleges
or halls, and oﬁ post-university careers in Wales or the borders as
additional indices.14 In the lists for 1501-40 some ninety-one
positive identifications of Welshmen can be made, to which may be
added a further twenty, who sntered Oxford between c¢.1490 and 1500,
and who continued there in the first, second, and even third decade
of the sixteenth century.15 The 1501-40 register, however, contains
many other names which deserve consideration as being likely Welsh
students. In all, some 132 names can be seriously considered, of
whoﬁ,115 show a high probability of having originated in Wales or
the adjacent border districts, A further seven possible Welsh
students entered Oxford in the decade or so before 1500.16 Thus, as
many as 250 Welsh scholars and graduates may have attended
Oxford University in the first four decades of the century, forming
3«5 per cent of all the names recorded as bsing members of the

institution in that period.
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Two sets of observations about Welsh associations with
Oxford between c.1490 end 1540 can, therefore, be made; one by
refersnce to the list of positive identifications, the other by
also assessing the possible Welsh scholars. In terms of admissions
(Table 1), tha identifiable Welsh membership entered at approximately
two per annum between the last decade of the fifteenth century and
1530, No very distinct peak in admissions was seen in any dscade.
The inclusion of the possible Welshmen alters the pattern in two wsys,
by doubling the admissions per annum, and establishing peaks in
admissions during the 1510s and 1520s, five or more entering Oxford.
In both sets of figures a decline seems to have occurred during the
1530s, which may be a reflection of the generally unsettled state of

the country and its direct effects on the universities.

*
TABLE 1 Welsh admissions at Oxford, c.1490-1540

Jdentifiable Welsh Identifiable and likely
Students Welsh Students
£€+1490-1500 27 44
1501-09 23 40
1510-19 25 _ 50
1520~-29 21 55
1530~-39 12 47

Sources: B.R.U.0. to 15003 B.R.U.0. to 1540

In a few cases the estimated decads of admission cannot be calculated
from the evidence,

In addition to admissions it is important to try to distinguish

the areas of origin of the Welsh students, and in this case only the
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list of identified Welsh scholars is of significance. Accordingly,
in the period between c.1490 and 1540 it was apparent that the
largest group of Welsh students came from south-west Wales, from
the area of present day Dyfed (Table II). This group was almost
double the contingent from north-west and south-east Wales, while
north-east and central Wales (approximating to present day Cluyd
and Powys) were poorly represanted.17 The associations of some
likely Welsh students with the latter two arsas, howsver, suggest

that they may have been slightly under-represented in the first list,

TABLE 11T Arsal Associations of Welsh Students, c.1490-1540

Identifiable Students Possible Welsh Students

S-E Wales 22 6

5=l Wales 41
N-E Wales 12 ’ "

N~ Wales 24
Central Wales 7 8
Wales (unspecified) 5 97

Sources: B.R.U.0. to 1500; B.R.,U.0, to 1540

T A significant feature of the large south-west group was its
links with All Souls College, a quarter of the students, at lsast, at
somg time or other being scholars or fellows thers., All Souls
preceded all the other colleges and halls associated with the
positively identified Welsh intaks, Oriel, too, was important, while
of the halls New Inn, for north-west Wales students, and

St. Edward Hall seem to have been popular. These colleges and halls
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also featured significantly among the plsces to which the possible
Welsh students belonged, and St, Edward Hall was particularly
outstanding (Appendix I).

The great majority of the whole 250 names studied seem to
have been secular cleigy, with laymen and regulars attending in
small numbers., Of the regular orders the Cistercians were the best
represented, a significant fact given that they were the most
prominent order in Wales. The regulars' courses of study seem to
have led most of them,finally, to graduate in theology. Theology was
not at all popular with the others, however. The large majority of
the Welsh students ultimately pursued coursses and/or graduated in
the two laws. This accounts for the popularity of All Souls and
St. Edward Hall and is in kesping with the well-established
medisval pattern for Welshmen to pursue law careers in the Church
or in the civilian courts. Among the identifiable Welsh students
it was civil law which was the most popular, but it was not uncommon
for it to be coupled with canon law. Two-thirds of the identifiable
Welsh elemsent and over half of the possibles Welsh students possessed
law degress., Arts degrees were far less popular, particularly among
the Tdentifiable students, whers they formed 16¢2 per cent. Among
the possible Welsh students arts degrees wera more common and over
ons third - 38 per cent = wers arts graduates.

Since the artsvfaculty was by far the largsst and most
popular at Oxford it is apparent that the extant student lists ars
inadequate. Only graduate students can be properly identified in

this period, that is, the students who had a vocation. Although the
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study of arts was a precursor to the higher faculties there are few
signs that Welsh leaw graduates also graduated in the arts. The arts
course was important for preparing for theology, however, and most

of the Welsh theologians, few as they were, had also graduated in the
arts. The arts coursé was also a foundation for preparation in the
other higher faculties, though of the few names who.graduated in
medicine or music, barely a couple possessed arts degrees

(Tables 111 (a) and (b)).

The callings of the great majority of the 250 students assessed
for this early period were obvious from the nature of their studies;
they became clergymen or advocates. There are precious few signs of
the emergent Welsh gentry and the layman being in attendance, nor is
there much indication of the humanist or the non-specialist scholar.
Where social origins are clear, and a gentry background is identifiable,
it was usually the youngsr sons of the gentry who were in attendance,
scholars such es William Roberts, Robert Evans or Thomas Davies from
North Wales who were set on a clerical carseer, Gsntlemen lawyers
were present in a few cases, for example, Edward Carne, John Price,
Roger Williams and Thomas Wogan. The humanist influence, it could
be’;aid, was represented by Leonard Cox and William Salsesbury, while
the latter, and perhaps also Henry Morgan of Psncosd, Monmouthshire,
(B.A. 1540), embodisd the non-specialising student layman,

The ensuing three decades, 1540-70, prove scarcely more
informative about the latter sort of student, and although the degree
lists are detailed the problems of identifying each graduatse, in the

absence of a painstaking agglomeration of detail equivalent to Emden's
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works, are manifold. Thus, the estimates of Welsh graduates
presented here ars even more tentative than for the earlier part

of the century.18 An estimated 101 graduates from Wales can be
considered as having been admitted to Oxford after 1540 and before
1570, of whom forty-tgree are positively identified as being
Welshmen., Admissions per decade were lower on average than in the
preceding forty ysars and at their lowest during the 1540s, which
may be a reflection of the continued religious uncertainties during
the reign of Henry VIII. Although thess estimated admissions
recovered somewhat during the following decades, the degree graduation
lists suggest that in Mary 1I's time there may have been a hiatus,

again due to the rsligious and political uncertainties (Table 1V).

TASLE 1V Estimated admissions of Welsh araduates at Oxford, 1540-70

Identifiable Welsh Total Estimated Number
Students* (possible + identifiable)
1540-49 13 24
1550-59 17 41
1560~69 13 36
- Source: Boase, ed., Req. Univ, Oxon., I

*excluding two incorporated from Cambridges

The final degrees of the students considered hers indicated
a significant shift of interests compared with the previous period.
The religious and political changes of the mid-1530s, and afterwards,
had witnessed the total abolition of canon law as a course of study

at the English universities and this was accompanied by a marked
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decline in the popularity of civil law. Thus, these students in
large measure were graduates in the arts faculty. Almost two-thirds
of the possible students took arts degrees., Civil law had contracted
to less than a third of the degrees taken, and several of these
legists were arts graauates in the first place. Theology remained

a minor interest, together with medicine and grammar, which was seen

to disappear as a degres gualification (Table v).

TABLE V Final Deqrees and/or courses of study pursued by Welsh
graduates admitted 1540-70
Grammar Arts Civil Law Theology Medicine
Identifiable Welsh 1 26 14 1 1
students (1 theol) (6 arts) (1 arts)
Possible Welsh - 41 14 2 1
students

(1 arts) (2 arts) (1 arts)

As a proportion of all the graduates recorded in this period, the

Welsh elemant seems to have been a small one. The identifiable Welsh

group in the 1540s was about 3 per cent, while if the numbers of
possible Welsh students are also studied it might have been as large

as 6¢5 per cent of the whole. This suggests that, irrespective of the

difficulties at the universities at the time, the Welsh element was,

relatively, increasing, and it is tempting to see in this a liberating

effect caused by the Acts of Union. In the following decade, notably

in Edward VI's reign, these proportions of identifiable and possible

Welsh studants remained approximately ths same. Thers may have been

a significant falling away in new admissions during Mary's reign, and
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this is reflected somewhat in the proportion of all estimated Welsh

graduates during the searly 1560s, at about 4+5 per cent (Table VI),

TABLE VI Estimated proportion of Welsh graduates to total graduates
recorded at Oxford, 1540-71

Identifiable Welsh Identifiable and possible

Students Walsh Students
1540=49% 16 (3%) 35 (6+55%)
1550-59 .19 (3+48%) 29  (5+31%)
1560-71 16 (1.42%) 51 (452%)

*Graduates in this decade includs nineteen admitted before 1540.

There is no certainty that, even allowing for the accuracy of
these graduate numbers and estimates, ths proportion of Welshmen at
the University as a whole was remotely as large. In the absence of
matriculation and admission details about non-graduates, as well as
graduates, throughout the University, evidence must be drawn from
individual colleges. In the case of Welsh studsnts at Oxford, the
admission registers of Brasenose, and to a lesssr extent, of
Christ Church Colleges are invaluable for the mid-sixteenth century
and_later. Since both colleges proved to be popular with Welsh
students the admission details may exaggerate the Welsh presence
somewhat., On the other hand, they do depict the pressnce of an
element totally excluded from the degree lists: the lay, fee-~paying,
and non-specialist, non-graduating students. Moreover, as will bse
shown below, even when university registration developed, collegs

registers wers often more accurate in denoting admissions.
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During the 1550s Brasenose College was a society consisting
of seventy te a hundred members,19 and Welsh students formed about
8 per cent of that membership, that is, significantly higher than
the overall estimate of Welsh graduates in that decade. There wers
twenty-seven recorded.admissions from Wales at the College in the
decads 1550-59 and it transpires that the majority of these were
short-staying, non-graduating students. Only ten became graduates
and only two of these proceeded beyond the M.A. degree (Table VII
and Graph A). At Christ Church, meanwhile, there were at least
ten admissions from Wales in 1546-55 and, in a society which was
the largest of all the colleges,20 the Welsh members may have formed
about 6 per cent of the total; & proportion which corresponds more
closely with the estimated number of Welsh graduates.

TABLE VII Decennial proportions of Welsh students to total student
admissions at Brasenose Colleqe, Oxford

Total Admissions Welsh Admissions % Welsh Admissions

1550=59 335 27 8406
1560=69 211 15 7e11
1570=79 284 21 7¢4
1580-89 364 45 12436
1590~99 293 9 3e1
1600-09 413 23 5¢6
1610-19 457 22 4¢3
1620-29 368 24 6+5
1630~39 315 7 202
1640=-42 55 1 182

w: BoNoC. RBQiStSr, VOl. I
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Admissions at both colleges, as in the University as a whole,
were affected by the uncertain religious and political conditions of
the late 1550s and 1560s. Welsh numbers were similarly reduced, but
at Brasenose they continued to represent a significant element.
Although Welsh admiss;ons in 1560-69 were only slightly more than
half those of the previous decade, they formed fully 7 per cent of
all admissions (Table VII). Again, the majority of these proved to
be non-graduating students, only five, it seems, becoming graduates.

From about 1570 onwards Oxford University's matriculation
lists are sufficiently detailed to permit rough estimates to be made
of the Welsh intake, the status and age of the students and their
college affiliation. The limitations of the matriculation figures
have alresdy been assessed by Professor Stone,21 and the Wslsh
estimates must be considered in this light too. The matriculation
lists of Cxford and Cambridge universities are imperfect, Stone
shows. Meny attended university without formally matriculating.
Accordingly, matriculation figures require adjustment to account for
under=-reccrding. Thus, Stone suggests adjustments of between 25-41
per cent in the decennial figures for Oxford, 1570-1640, and 22-49
pe;_cant in the figures for Cambridgs, 1560-1640.22 That Welsh
matriculations ocught to be adjusted similarly is indicated by ths
disparity between matriculation details and college statistics for
Brasenose in 1600-42, About 30 per cent or twenty-three names from
Wales admitted at Brasenose were nsver entered in the University

matriculation registers.23
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While adjustments to matriculation figures are no doubt
essential for the whole period up to 1640, their interpretation is
more debatable, Stone detects two periods of growing student
admissions, 1550-89 and 1615-39; but the first period has been put
in doubt by Russell's work, which argues that the growth is more
apparent than real, being merely the product of better registration
than ever before in the century, and showing more clearly the
presence of more of the student population before, and especially
after, 1581.2d Stone's estimates are usseful, nevertheless, in
providing parameters for estimating the Welsh intake at Oxford and
at Cambridge, and they have been adopted and employed here., Around
1581, thersfore, with the better registration, the highest annual
Welsh intakes of the whole period are ravealed.25 Earlier, in the
1570s, about thirteen recorded, and perhaps as many as sixteen esti-
mated, Welsh admissions occurred per year (Table VIII, Graph B), but
they formed but 4 per cent of the whole - little different from the
cruder graduats estimates for the earlier part of the century., This
was a distinctly modest intake and it compared unfavourably with the
proportionate size of the Welsh (plus Monmouthshire) population to the
kingdom's total population, Russell's remarks about unnoted, unattached
students may have relevance hers, given the known attendance of Welsh
students at Oxford at minor halls or in informal arrangements, as well
as those more formally ragistered.26 Thus, thse assessed Welsh intake
is likely to be an underestimate., Welsh entries at Brasenose corres-
ponded far more clossely to the proportionate population size (Table VII).

In 1580-89 a clearer picture emerges, and the Welsh intake at Oxford
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represanted 9 per cent of the total (Table UIII), about thirty
actual matriculations and as many as forty estimated admissions per
annum. This was the most significant decade for the annual size of
Welsh matriculations (and therefore, of estimated admission), and
may reflect not only the more accurate depiction of entries but also
a new influx attracted by the progress of Jesus College, then emerging
after its initial difficulties in the decade before as an important
seat of learning for the Welsh (Graph C). Welsh admissions at
Brasenose, too, were at their highest (Table VII) possibly .being
indicative of the pressures on students to affiliate fully at the
colleges and surviving halls, noted by Russell.

Welsh admissions, at an estimated thirty-six per annum, continued
to be impressive during the 1590s, and were at their second highest
point of the whole period around 1599-1600, More significantly, the
Welsh formed fully 10 per cent of the total estimated and recorded
entrants (Table VIII, Graph C). This seems to run counter to Stone's
notion of a general 1ull or slump in the figures. Welsh numbers kept
up well, apart from c.1595, and it may well be because of the great
popularity with the Welsh in that decade of Jesus College, whose
attractions may, indeed, be a reason for the sharp fall in Welsh
entrants at Brasenose (Table VII and Table XXIV), though there was a
general fall in that College's intake too.

The ensuing two decades, 1600-19, notwithstanding the success
of Jesus College, and a recovery in Welsh figures at Brasenose, did
witness a reduction in Welsh matriculations, and more significantly,

they formed a markedly lower proportion of the total, some 7«5 per
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cent (Table VIII). With the overall advance or rallying of admissions
after 1615 came an improvement in the Welsh intake once again, with
significant peaks about 1621 and 1635 and a general recovery to the
levels of the 1590s with some twenty-five actual, and perhaps thirty-
two possible, entrants each year. This improvement, nevertheless,
contrasted with the 'huge expansion' claimed by Stone for the total
Oxford admissions, which surpassed the levels attained in the 1580s,
and indeed the proportion of Welsh students while it remained basically
unaltered in the 1620s fell markedly, to 6 per cent, in 1630-39, This
was paralleled by a similar downward movement in the Welsh proportion
and intake at Brasenose and at Jesus College (Table Vi1, Table VIII

and Table XXIX).

1t was Oxford, of the three centres of learning, which received
by far the greatest number of Welsh students in the period, large
enough for their progress to be meaningfully analysed compared with
overall figures. Thus, in some respects, the Welsh admissions pattern
at Oxford has been found to display an independsnt trend whilst Welsh
numbers at the inns of court and particularly at Cambridge do not
;;low any significant separate conclusions to be drawn. Relatively,
the late sixteenth century was the most important and flourishing
period for Oxford's Welsh entrants, particularly in the context of
their being a significant proportion of the student body. This
contrasts with the general pattern outlined by Stone which stresses

the post-1615 period, and it can be accounted for in part by the limited

sconomic means of many of the Welsh entrants, sons of yeomen and lesser
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gentry, and by the variable effects of price lav91327 on the costs

of education. Price levels were generally quite favourable up to

the 1590s and even until 1600 they may not have hindered resources

too much, though such years as 1587, 1591 and 1595 seem to have
experienced some deleterious effects (Graph C). The difficult years
1607-9, 1612-13, quite apart form general inflationary tendencies,

must undoutedly have contributed to the contraction in Welsh

admissions during the early sevaenteenth century, whils the lowser
prices before 1623 are likely to have somewhat restored matters.
Inflationary pressures after the crisis of 1623 and particularly

during the early 1630s seem to correspond to the trend in falling Welsh
admissions which was at its worst from 1627 to 1632. Some improve-
ment occurred around 1635 but a fall in admissions followed, coinciding
with a further sharp increase in price levels by 1640,

Quite apart from the pressures and influence of economic circum—
stances on the ability of some Welsh families and students to meet the
costs of attendance and admissions, there seems to be some evidence
that the inns of court and Cambridge may have appeared more attractive
tﬁan Oxford to others, probably the more affluent of atudents.28 The
more stringent government of Oxford under Laud during the 1630s was
possibly another generally unconducive factor, together with the
deteriorating political situation after 1638, while it may be, too,
that the characteristics of the Welsh population itself altered to
restrain the still sizeable influx of Welsh students te Oxford.

Owen's figures suggest that there was a slowing down of population

growth in Wales, most notably in south-west Wales, which was an area
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traditionally associated with Oxford. The optimum level of demand
for higher education may, therefore, have been achieved, and perhaps
passed, by the time of the Civil War,

Welsh Admissions to Cambridqge

Welsh 1links witﬁ Cambridge during the middle ages had been
tenuous and this appears to have been the case in the first half of
the sixteenth century, from the limited evidence available, degree
lists and biographical details,29 only twelve Welshmen attended
Cambridge between 1500 and 1540, three of whom were graduates who
incorporated from Oxford. Most of these Welshmen were clerical
scholars, eight secular clsrgy with higher degrees, two with arts

degrees. The Welsh attendance appears to have continued at a low

lggﬁl during the mid century. There are no|comparable college details;
* those at Brasenose to indicate Welsh numbers, but the matriculation
lists began earlier, in 1544, and, though imperfect, they nevertheless
indicate the Welsh presence.30 Admissions from Wales appear to have
amounted to no more than one a year during the 1540s and 1550s.
Allowing for Stone's various adjustments, Welsh admissions.in
subsequent decades increased only slightly, approximately two to

th;;e students in the 1560s and 1570s, barely 1 per cent of all
admissions (Table IX and Graph D).31 In the 1580s when total
admissions were rising, Welsh numbers may even have declined. They
recovsred their former numbers during the mid- and late 1530s, and the
first decades of the new century saw no great change in this pattern,

with Welsh admissions remaining stable at about two or three admissions

per annum actually recorded. Allowing for error, perhaps four rather
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than three Welsh students were admitted annually, less than 1 per
cent of the total (Table IX and Graph D). Recorded admissions from
Wales rose slightly during the 1620s, especially later in the decade,
and between three and four were admitted annually, again less than

1 per cent of the totél (Table IX). The increase continued into

the 1630s and, indeed, was markedly higher during those years than

in any previous decade. Over eight Welsh students, it is estimated,
were admitted per year - an average of seven per annum were actually
recorded ~ forming almost 2 per cent of the whole (Table IX and
Graph D).

It is apparent from Professor Stone's estimates th:t it was
Cambridge, of the two universities, which led the expansion of
admissions at least until the early seventeenth century. The Wslsh
admission figures at Cambridge, however, are so imperceptible that
it is most difficult to relate them to the general tendencies. The
small rise in the numbers from Wales between 1550 and 1577 bears
little relation to the apparent doubling in the recorded matriculations
for the University as a whole, The slump in Welsh numbers during the
1580s may be a reflection of the apparent stagnation in the total
mazriculations at the University. The estimated admissions by Stone
for that decade are, however, very high. The following decade, in
which Welsh numbers recovered, was one which seems to have seen a
decline in estimated admissions. Thereafter, althouch admissions
from Wales increased, they bear little relation to the sharp oversll

increase during the early sevsntesnth century. Following a peak during

the 1620s, the estimated and actual figures for Cambridge declined in
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the decade before the Civil War. Wales was a marked contrast to
this., That decade brought the most significant increase recorded
for Wales., Thus, if anything, the pattern of admissions among the
small Welsh element at Cambridge seems to have run independently of
the overall trend and; indeed, at timss, was at variance with them,
In addition, Welsh admissions at Cambridge contrasted with those
Welsh admissions at Oxford. Slumps in numbers were less severe

and occurred at different times from those at Oxford. Morsover,
the height of Welsh attendances at Oxford occurred in the 1580s,
that at Cambridge during the 1630s,

Admissions at the Inns of Court

(i) 1550-89

The admission trends of Welsh students at the inns of court,
if anything, bear a closer relationship to the admission pattern
at Cambridge than to that of Oxford. Estima£es for the inns of court
as a whole are practicable from 1581 only, when all four inns'
registers began to note their students' places of origin. The
sarliest detailed register belongs to the Inner Temple.32 It
indicates rising admissions from Wales during the 1550s, despite the
troubled times of Mary's reign and that of Elizabeth (Table X). If
typical of the other inns then it can be claimed that Welsh admissions )
were rising until the early 1560s and numbered between two and three
students at each inn each year. Admissions thereafter were at a low
ebb, improving slightly to about two a year during the 1570s but
remaining fairly stable. Admissions at the Middle Temple were no

better, Indeed, they declined to no more than one a year during the
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1570s and did not improve again until the mid-1580s. By then a
modest rise in admissions from Wales to Lincoln's Inn - around two
a year in the late 1570s - had already ended, and admissions were
stagnant {Graph E£).

As a proportion of the total admissions (including a few
honorific admissions),these Welsh figures were again very small, less
than the equivalent ratio of populations. The Welsh admissions (none
was honorific before 1600) at the Inner Temple as a whole represented
no more than about 5S¢4 per cent of all admissions during the 1550s,
though there were exceptional years when they counted for 10 per cent
(1556) and 15 per cent (1557). The following decade resulted in a
fall in the proportion of Welsh students to about 3 per cent, and a
fall in the actual numbers admitted was also recorded. There was no
recovery during the subsequent decade, although as a proportion the
Welsh students formed a slightly larger element than before
(456 per cent)., Admissions from Wales at the Middle Temple were
even fewer and they formed 1+87 per cent. Thus, although by this
time admissions at the inns of court were rising pretty sharply, the
admissions from Wales, as at Oxford, were sluggish or at a low ebb.
This remained the case, to all intents and purposes, during the 1580s,
according to figures based on the composite admissions from all four
inns. Approximately six Welsh students were admitted each year

representing slightly less than 3 per cent of all admissions (Table X

33
and Graph F).
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(ii) 1590-1640

In the ensuing decade, 1590-99, non-honorific admissions from
Wales continued to increase to about eight per annum,representing
3+8 per cent of the total (excluding honorific admissions), and by
1600-09 betuween ten énd eleven entered annually from Wales, 4¢4 per
cent of the total (Table XI).34 Numbers from Wales. continued to
increase in 1610-19 to approximately twelve, although the proportion
of Welshmen was slightly lower, about 4 per cent, The 1620s brought
both a relative and an absolute decrease in Welsh admissions, no
more than eight or nine being admitted, about 3+3 per cent of the
total, The last decade before the Civil War proved to b2 the period
of greatest popularity for the inns as far as Welsh students were
concerned. Between sixteen and seventeen were admitted annually,
soma 63 per cent of the whole (Table XI). .

. These admissions from Wales do not contrast greatly with the
general pattern relating to the inns between 1580 and 1640.35 On the
whole Welsh admissions rose fairly consistently until about 1616,
sesmingly responding as at Oxford to changing price levels but
without the intervening marked slump in numbers experienced during
t;; early 1590s and early 1600s by the inns in general. A serious
decline in Welsh admissions occurred during the early 1620s, in
common with admissions as a whole. Thereafter, numbers from Wales
rose quite dramatically and whereas the highest peak for admissions
for the inns as a whole had already been achisved between 1605 and

1615, the most important period for Welsh admissions occurred between

1631 and 1639. This, of course, also coincided with the contemporary
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popularity of Cambridge for Welsh students.

Although Welsh admissions at the inns were not insignificant,
it must be stressed that they never amounted to a proportion
equivalent to relative size of the Welsh population compared to
that of the kingdom altogether. Of course, at exceptional times
and at particular inns, there were instances when the Welsh element
was very large, and it could be said, generally, that Welshmen
orientated to particular inns at certain times. Three of the four
inns variously played significant roles in housing Welsh students.
During the period between 1590 and 1610 Lincoln's Inn received the
larqgest proportion of Welsh students, including a remark:ble 10 per
cent, well above the norm, in 1600-09, the Inner Temple playing a
significant secondary part, and after 1610 it was the latter that
received the greatest proportion of Welsh admissions. Admissions
to Gray's Inn in the 1610s were actually higher, though they formed
a smaller part of its total intake. During the 1620s, however, when
admissions agenerally declined, Gray's Inn kept its place better, and
it became the lesading inn for Welsh students. Ouring the 1630s, as
admissions increased once more, Gray's Inn reinforced its position as_
th; leading inn for Welshmen, and the rate of admissions increased
to such a degree that almost 10 per cent of the entry came from males.‘
This percentage almost equalled the entry at Lincoln's Inn during
1600-09 and numerically it was far greater (Table XI).

Over the period as a whole the inns of court played a more

important part in further education for Welsh students than did

Cambridge, though both, of course, deferred to Oxford. The number of
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students entering the inns of court was inflated by the fact that
many of their entrants had already attended one or other of the
universities. In fact, Professor Stone has suggested that as many
as 50 per cent of the inns' entrants had already been to university.
Thus, to cget reasonabiy accurate estimates of the actual number of
individuals entering these places of higher learning each year one
must couple the admission estimates of both universities with halved
estimates for the inns. This seems to be a warrantable procedure,
and, as will be shown below in the county statistics, large numbers
of the Welsh entrants at the inns, though admittedly less than half,
were found to have attended university too. By means of such

possible to show
statistical devices it seems\ that there were two important peaks in
admissions from Wales during the late sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuriessy in 1600-09, when admissions at the inns supplemented the
admissions at Oxford, and in 1630-39, when admissions at both the inns
and Cambridge, together with a higher admission at Oxford, produced
the highest annual admission estimate. What is reflected, therefore,
is not merely the early influence of Oxford but the delayed but
significant attraction of Cambridge and, especially, of the inns
fo: Welsh students during the early seventeenth century. Placed in
its context, the modest but regular entry of between thirty and fifty
students, annually, out of a population of between 250-300,000 in
£.1570-1642 was a considerable social and economic achievement (Table XII
and Graph G).36 It is this characteristic of Welsh society and higher

education which should be appreciated rather than the occasional hut

spectacular numbers admitted from Wales which A.H. Dodd delineated
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and which have all too sasily been employed generally to exagngerate
the anglicising and new cultural influences at hand in the period.

The Social Status of Welsh Students after the mid-sixteenth century

Although what was remarked upon about the inns and universities
in this period was thé influx of students from gentle origins,
students of humbler origins were not wholly excluded. The inns of
court were probably more exclusive since they had well-established
aristocratic and gentle contacts,37 but the universities had a
broader social complexion. A hierarchy of rank existed there which
admitted able students of poorer backgrounds, who could attend as
foundation scholars if they were lucky, or as fee-paying commoners
(usually classed as plebeians) or as semi-servants, servitors or
sizars.38 Serving college members, and particularly the wealthier
students, provided the opportunity for maintaining an education and
raised hopes of future advancement. Students of higher rank were
usually to be distinguished from college scholars or graduate fellous,
who were maintained by benefactions, because they paid their own fees
for an education and upkeep suitable for people of their own status,
Sometimes, and increasingly in the seventeenth century,sg they
co:eted scholars' places, but usually they paid their own way and,
indeed, the scale of fees distinquished the different classes of
students. 0On the one hand there were the modestly maintained commoners
or pensioners, on the other ths wealthy fellow-commoners, who paid for
and received many privileges extended only to felloms.AO

A student's status as a fee-payer or as a servitor in the

college records gave some indication of his actual status in society.
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Oxford University's matriculation lists, in contrast to Cambridge's,
went further in attempting to indicate more precisely the social
background of its students. Such attempts were not always accurate,
as the more detailed of college registers, such as those of Brasenose,
which noted secular as well as college status, show, Nevertheless,
the Oxford matriculation lists are invaluable. The admission of the
sons of gentry undoubtedly aroused attention, and, indeed, around
1600 sons of gentry, that is, the sons of gentlemen (generosi filii)
and the sons of the upper gentry, the esquires (armigeri filii),
together, formed a majority of entrants. ODuring most of the periocd
of the later sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, however, the
largest group in the matriculation lists were sons of men of lesser
origins (plebei filii). A third group was alsoc noticeable among the
student population, though it was by no means as large as the other
tuo, and it consisted of the sons of the clefgy (clerici filii) and
was at its most numerous during the last decade before the Civil uar.a1
In examining the social status of Welsh students all these main
groups were represented; plebeians, sons of clergy, sons of gentlemen
(generosi), and, finally, sons of the higher gentry consisting of
esquires, knights and baronets, who were a small but highly influentiai
elite in Wales at this time. Sons of gentlemen were at their most
numerous in the last two decades of the sixtsenth century, when the
Welsh influx was at its greatest, forming about a quarter of all Welsh
entrants, At other times they fluctuated between 15 and 20 per cent

of the intake, except for the 1570s and the 1620s when they were only

about 10 per cent. The higher gentry for most of the period averaged



77.

TdoosIda

(%8+9)
£Li

(x01)
92

(BLegL)
(Letl)
Se

(%99+5)
zL

(355+€)

(p7e€)
oL

. SNITT4 TOTpew | snidy

*dd I183sTbay uotrjernataey €TT €I € UOxg *Atdn 08y :5801n0G
(%vi) (%8+8L) (%6+LS) (%28°1)
AR LLg LS6 Lg Zv9l=Li5L saten
(%2e8L) (s52+8L) (JL-65)
8 8 92 L Zy-0v9l
(%2ell) (%85L) (4L29)
6 Ly L9t Z 6£-GEIL
(B2ezL) (%5+6) (3L+99)
Z¢ 5 39l - 62-0291
(%LeiL) (%eeLL) (37+05) (%6°L)
sz LE 8oL LL 6L=0L9L
(%82+02) (%SLe02) (%0S)
157 by agl 14 #*60-0091
(d6e2L) (%ZL+82) %LevS)
1945 ZL ovi - 66=065L
(%vL) (%6+€2) (45+55) (%50+2)
Ly 0L 1=1} 9 66=08SL
(xve3L) (46+0L) (558+79)
1z 7l €8 L 6L=LiSL
TI3D0Twae ,.mwO,Hmcmm memnm.ﬂm wmhmmﬁ_mm
Z79L=iLGL PPJIO4X(Q 3B SPUETNOTI}Ey yS[aM 40 sn3e3s (e:o0§ IIIX 3i8Y1



SRR mz<mou._a0’.v«vz

gzua «uza,:'lln :

.nl/\ \
—’ ' . [ - - A amn na e o e o
IREEC——— v / fyme v..\ - s ‘
— : (SIS (L _ (
NIWTUND I TR M TR : e
T L.—..I»T!IQ*.T.IT .— g eeeren o e e —

N ooa i e e o
_ , : : VA ek : TR . ST N SN NS B
e me e e el itLl\l..iW.T- ‘_... _Tllit_.l.)‘v T.*l:\l v¢ le\'!fla,ti - et B A e m-ﬁl.!ui\-x-!; .- .., : .

et b
. W..._ - "Wt _,. .xy\,,&m e
(] [ R

S R B | . Con
e et —,vﬁl. - |I.b,|\|||.|v’||l\|l..‘! N —-d.‘llvll‘.l\lv °”|]|IIII|.|‘\|\ ——TT b - ?
[N ! ! i : P : L I
—— . .- —— L ‘ FR— = = -
o " w | , o
T P\.ll!l ~ppe— —— T " e Wﬂ:l\xv R st N N
A v .
[ N M gy e o T ST T
T - \
W
SRR || USSR .... e e s T - U P U -
¢
i L . - _ I o B .
o o 05

N.._ﬁ =161 EExO v 21532.27_ :ﬂm\)

DR (-] mwmzsz anvy ﬂ)._.(._.m J<—oom z.(Z H :m(to T - T R .i;_,,.:



78.

about 12 to 14 per cent of the entries,becoming most numerous in
the early sesventeenth century, about 20 per cent in 1600-09, due
partly, no doubt, to the inflation of honours. The sons of the
clergy, as the smallest group, represented no more than about

5 per cent until the early seventeenth century, and were at their
most significant in the 1620s when they represented about 14 per
cent of all Welsh matriculations (Table XIII and Graph H).

By far the largest group from Wales, however, was that
consisting of sons of plebeians, They were at their most numerous
around 1581; but other significant years were 1599-1603, the early
1620s, and around 1634. During the peak around 1600, plebeians
formed a relatively larger proportion of the Welsh intake than of
the university intake as a whole. The plebeians were a large and
ever present group in the University and even at their smallsst,
numerically, they still formed at least half of all the Welsh entrants.
This was true, of course, of matriculations at Oxford generally,
though in the case of Wales the plebeian element became even stronger
after the slump in numbers during the early seventeenth century. A
further contrast may be seen in the fact that the sons of gentlemen
gfbup was far less significant among the Welsh intake than in the
student population as a whole and even allowing for registration
errors which might have exaggerated the plebeian element and under-
estimated the students from the gentry, the social composition of
Welsh matriculands indicated a large majority from moderate origins.42

In the difficult years of the first two decades of the

seventeenth century, the Welsh plsbeian element, though the most
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substantial, suffered a sharp decline from its position in the
1580s, Many of the yeomanry and some of the gentry who had formerly
sent their sons to Oxford probably desisted in the 1600s, because
of economic difficulty. In the 1620s when the Welsh plebeian group
recovered, despite adQerse economic conditions, it may more than
anything show the slender means of some gentry's sons whohad to accept
matriculation at a lower status. Certainly in the 1620s the group of
Welsh gentry students itself was smaller than it had besn since the
1570s.,

It is clear that the economic resources of social groups in
Wales were scarcer than those of comparable groups in England and
some Welshmen who considered themselves and were accepted as
gentlemen in Wales, wers, nevertheless, obliged to accept a lower
evaluation in England. At Oxford, as Stone points out, there were
economic advantages throughout the period to accepting a lower
status, i.e. smaller fees to pay to the college and to the University.

This is an important qualification to apply to the plebeian
group, and it can be exemplified by an examination of some pedigreed
Welsh students at Oxford, which reveals several who matriculated at
the lower status. They included the sons of fairly prominent, though
usually second-rank, gentry families, such as William Glynne of
Lleuar, Caernarvonshire, who matriculated at Oxford in 1617,
Herbert Thelwall of Plas-y-Ward, Denbighshire (1590), Richard Blaney
of Gregynog, Montgomeryshire (1619/20), Giles Nicholas of Llansay,
Monmouthshire (1624), Arnold Butler of Coedwentlas (1637/8), and

William Button of Worlton (1585/6), Glamorgan. Several belonged to



80,

cadet lines of leading families, for example, Owen Holland of
Llandyfrydog, Anglesey (1636), John and Richard Anwyl of Parc,
Merioneth (1610) and John Gamage of Coity, Glamorgan (1601). 1In
many cases these students were younger sons and therefore could
not expect the sort o% expenditure devoted to an heirj hence the
lower status. A further probable influence, in the .light of the
subsequent careers of some of these students, is that they were
intended for the ministry. They would be expected to stay longer
at Oxford and, indeed, to graduate. Thus, it was a prudent decision
to matriculate at a lower status to lessen the prolonged expense.
John Holland of Hendrefawr, Denbighshire (1575), Herbert Thelwally
above, William Wood of Talyllyn, Anglesey (1577), Hugh Madryn of
Madryn, Caernarvonshire (1621), Robert Thomas of Tregroes (1587),
and Nathaniel Gamage of Peterston (1622), Glamorgan, and
Thomas Jenkins of Pant, Monmouthshire (1626); all became graduate
clergy.43

That the plebeian status of the Welsh students was over-
emphasised and the representation of the gentry underplayed is also
suggested by the Brasenoss College register. The pattern of social
origins of the Welsh studsnts there is at variance with that of the
matriculation lists. Plebeians formed only about a third of the welsh.
entry whereas sons of the higher gentry representsd fully 45 per cent
of the Welsh intake curing the first four decades of the seventeenth
century (Table XIV).

The register also draws attention to the inconsistency of status

between college register and university matriculation lists.
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TABLE X1V Welsh Admissions at Brasenose, 1600-42

higher gentry

A
pleb.f. gen.f. (;fmiq.f. mil[egyit.f:) cler.f. mercatoris f.
24 13 : 26 10 6 1

(30.4%) (16+8%) (45+5%) (7+5%)

No. not in matriculation registers:-

3 7 14 2 1
Source: B.N.C. Register, I

Rice Matthews of Glamorgan, for example, matriculated ss a plebeian in
1604/5, but when he transferred to Brasenose in 1605, he was recorded
as 'generosus'.[‘4 William Whittingham of Montgomery entered the
College as a gentleman's son in 1625 but matriculated a year later as
a plebeian.45 Additional social groups are also revealed in the
College register, notably as far as Wales is concerned, a merchant's
son, William Erbery, later the famous preacher, He later matriculated
under another status, 'clericus', though it was several years before
he was ordained.46 Erbery, as the product of Welsh urban life, is of
particular interest since the university matriculation lists did not
identify town groups, and early collsge registers can perhaps provide
the required detail. Town gentry are possibly a diffsrent case, as
may be shown bslow.

The College register shows, too, that by no meansall of ths

gentry's sons were included among the Welsh matriculands. A
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significant number of sons of gentlemen and higher gentry failed, or
evaded, matriculation. While only three of the Welsh plebeians at
Brasenose in the early seventeenth century failed to matriculate,
saven, over half the gentlemen, did not, and sixteen of the higher
gentry, over 40 per cént, failed to matriculate (Table XIV). Clearly,
therefore, if applicable on a wider scale, there would be among the
Welsh intake probably a greater proportion of students of higher
status than the matriculation lists show, and some who regarded
education in a different light. A slight smattering of learning was
preferred to the completion of some or all the arts courses and the
requirements to matriculate and/or graduate,

At Cambridge, the higher gentry were about the only social group
which can be identified with any certainty from among the Welsh
entrants., Recent studies of students of lesser status - yeomen and
those of humbler degree = which show that opportunities for them were
not lost during the early seventsenth century, have little relevancs
for Wales since they are based on admissions to colleges which had
little appeal for Welsh students.47 In addition, the university
matriculation lists classified students not according to their social
origins but rather according to their college status, whether they
were foundation scholars, poor students or sizars, or fee=-paying
commoners or fellow-commoners., Of these probably only the fellow-
commoners can be equated with a social class, namsly the higher gentry.

0f the three college statuses primarily recognised in the
university lists - sizars, pensioners (commonsrs), and fellou-

commoners - the largest group among the Welsh students up until 1610
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was the sizars. It had, however, been a group that was contracting
in size, and at the beginning of the seventeenth century was followed
as the second largest group by the wealthy fellow-commoners, who
briefly became more numerous than the pensioners. Thereafter, as if
social status wers beéoming inflated, the pensioners or commoners
became the outstanding group. The siz~rs became the second largest
group, followed by the fellow~commoners. Despite the reordering cof
their respective importance, all three groups expanded as Welsh
admissions increased rapidly before the Civil War (Table XxV).

The bulk of this rapid increase in Welsh admissions before
1642 centred on one college, St. John's, and it is fortunate that
in the decads or so before the Civil War, the college register there
became far more detailed about its entrants, especially about their
social origins. The society of St. John's as a whole comprised a
larqge element of students who were the sons of gentlemen and higher
gentry, about 40 per cent in all. Another third were also from the lesser
landed classes, the lowsr orders of farmers, yeomen, stc. The
remainder of St. John's membership was of a professional or bourgeois
background, including the sons of clergy as well as lawyers and
doczors, and the sons of merchants.48 The composition of the Welsh
students attending St. John's was markedly different. Over half the
students were sons of gentlemen and almost another fifth were from
the higher gentry. The clergy's sons were the third largest group,
about a sixth, while the lowsr corders, equivalent to Oxford's
plebeians, formed barely mors than one tenth (Table XVI). On this

view, therefore, St. John's was a college for the better-off elements
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from Wales, though not exclusively so. Among the lowest social
element wers three husbandmen's sons. The predominance of the gentry
youth at the College, however, and the prominence of fellow-commoners
and commoners among the Welsh during the early seventeenth century
suggest that Cambridéa was more easily accessible geographically,
and possibly financially, too, to the most mobile and self-reliant
class of gentlemen and higher gentry.

This was in very many respects true also of the composition of
the students at the inns of court. Students of higher status
predominated, and indeed were preferred by ordinance of the inns'
rulers.49 The four inns specified the social status of their students
in their registers, and in fact the Middle Temple went further by
indicating if the students were eldest or younger sons. Although
fewer Welsh studsnts attended the Middle Temple than any other inn, a
sufficient number was admitted for an analysis of their background to
be made. Except for the decade 1560-69, when the sons of gentlemen
formed the largest group, sons of the higher gentry, i.e. armigers,
esquires and knights, predominated. Well over half and often three-—
quarters of the Welsh entrants wers of this background (Table XVII).
Moféover, it was by no means the case that these students were younger
sons seeking a legal education to make a career. The majority were
eldest sons and heirs whose patrimony would be secure.

The predominance of higher gentry sons at the Middle Temple
indicated a degree of exclusivity. The higher gentry were also the
most prominent group among the Welsh students at Lincoln's Inn, but

only after 1610. Here, more than at the Middle Temple, the increase
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in higher gentry may have resulted from the inflation of honours,
entitling more people to higher rank. After 1610 sons of gentlemen,
who had formerly predominated, were greatly outnumbered by sons of
armigers and knights (Table XVIII). A similar pattern was also
noticeable at Gray's inn after 1610. Gray's numbers during this
period grew more rapidly than did those of any other inn partly
because it was even more prepared to admit the non-specialising
student into its ranks. This may explain why not only sons of the
higher gentry were present here in large numbers, but the sons of
ordinary gentlemen too.SD In fact in the 1630s sons of the higher
Welsh gentry were outnumbered by sons of Welsh generosi (Table XVIII).
Moreover, here and at Lincoln's Inn, and also the Middle Temple,
eldest sons seem to have been in a majority representing a student
element which was unlikely to concentrate or‘specialise greatly in
legal training,

The admission registers of the inns were not always sufficiently
accurate in depicting the economic means behind the status of many of
its entrants, Students who had matriculated at Oxford as well as
attending the inns of court were attributed different ranks in society
by the two institutions and this, at least superficially, suggests that
they were not necessarily of the worth they seemed. John Lewis of
Gwersyllt Isaf in Denbighshire, for example, was recorded as the son
of a plebeian at Oxford in 1624, but as a gentleman's son in Lincoln's Inn
in 1627.51 Earlier, Nicholas Adams of Paterchurch, Pembrokeshire,
matriculated as a plebeian's son at Oxford, in 1585, but entered the

S
Middle Temple the following year as the son of an esquire. 2
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Students were not always what they seemed to be, and this may
have been true, especially, of those who were admitted to the inns of
court from the inns of chancery. Fees for such entrants were lower
and it was an incentive for students of lesser means to affiliate to
the inns of chancery first before going to the superior inns. Many
Welsh students did so, particularly before 1600: fourteen at Gray's Inn,
tuenty-five at Lincoln's Inn, and sixteen at the Middle Temple. After
1600, as the emphasis on proper status was enhanced for membership at
the inns of court, admissions from the smaller inns of chancery fell
sharply, and between 1600 and 1642 only eight Welsh students followed
the path to Lincoln's Inn, four to Gray's Inn and two to the
Middle Temple.53

A similar decline in inns of chancery admissions occurred among
the Welsh who entered the Inner Temple, too, and this is the only
indication at this inn of the probable lesser status of some of its
entrants. At the Inner Temple until the early seventeenth century, all
entrants, irrespective of background, seem to have been classed as
'generosi' and it was only gradually that social distinctions,
particularly of the higher gentry, were recorded (Table XIX). Sons of.
arm;gers and knights became a significant element in Welsh admissions
by 1610-19 and between 1620 and the outbreak of the Civil War they
predominated. Many students were still recorded as being gsenerosi
when in fact they were sons of the higher gentry, and often they were
eldest sons. The inflation of rank may have been a partial cause of

this shift in the social complexion of the admissions here and at the

other inns of court, but at least one study of a locality in Wales,
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south-east Glamorgan (one of the richest parts of the Principality),
suggests that the leading gentry had a preference for educating their
54

eldest sons at the inns, rather than at the universities.

Ane of Welsh Students at Oxford, 1570-1642

Neither the inns' registers nor the Cambridge matriculation
lists give any indication as to the age of the stud?nts when they
attended. Approximate ages of students were, however, noted in the
Oxford matriculation registers and most of these students probably
entered as soon as they left school., The age estimates for Oxford
students are probably applicable to Cambridge, also, but since so
many students entered the inns of court only after having attended
a university the student element there may have been slightly older.

Older students were not entirely absent from Oxford between
1570 and 1642, In the later sixteenth century, a small number of the
Welsh entrants were mature students (0«7 pef cent), who were over
thirty years of age, and they included clergy already in orders who
entered Oxford in the late 1570s and early 1580s. It was one of these
who was the oldest Welsh matriculand, aged thirty-=seven (Table XX).
Equelly, there were several very young students in the Welsh intake,
who were under thirteen years of age, the youngest being ten years 01&.
They were a very small proportion (05 per cent), however, and the
great majority of Welsh students were in their late 'teens or early
twenties at matriculation. There was no cne very distinct modal
value in the age range, though eigh